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Introduction 

Intellectual Property Rights (IPRs) are fundamental for promoting innovation and protecting 

creative works, particularly in academia. Keeping this in centre stage, a workshop on 

"Navigating IPRs: A Workshop for Academic Growth and Innovation" was organized on 

12th March, 2025 at Central Institute of Technology Kokrajhar by DPIIT-IPR Chair Tezpur 

University in collaboration with Department of Electronics and Communication Engineering 

and Intellectual Property Right Cell, CIT Kokrajhar that provided a comprehensive overview 

of IPRs, focusing on their crucial role in fostering academic excellence and knowledge 

creation. This report consolidates the key points from the workshop, discussing patents, 

copyrights, industrial designs, and the broader implications of IPRs for the academic 

community. The programme initiated with a brief introduction by the organizers represented 

by Dr. Rajib Chetia, from the Department of Electronics and Communication Engineering, 

CIT, Kokrajhar. Later, Dr. Kushalendra Pandey, from the IPR Cell, CIT Kokrajhar delivered 

the vote of thanks. The entire programme was divided into three sessions, each dealing with a 

unique aspect of IPR protection suitable for the different fields of innovation and academic 

research. Around 100 students and researchers participated in the programme. 

  

Photo: Dr. Rajib Chetia during the Inaugural ceremony Photo: Dr. Kushalendra Pandey delivering the vote of 

thanks 

Session 1: Intellectual Property in Academic Excellence and Knowledge Promotion 

In the first session, led by Prof. P. Deb, DPIIT-IPR Chair Professor at Tezpur University 

emphasised on the role of IPRs in promoting academic excellence and supporting knowledge 

creation. Prof. Deb began by discussing the importance of establishing a robust innovation 

ecosystem within academic institutions. He explained that this ecosystem involves not just the 

availability of funding but also infrastructure for research and a culture that encourages 

experimentation and risk-taking. He highlighted the importance of bridging the gap between 

research and commercialization, ensuring that innovations do not remain confined to 

academic labs but reach the market and create societal impact. He stressed that IPRs play a 

crucial role in this process by providing researchers with the protection necessary to secure 

the results of their work. 

Prof. Deb also discussed how IPRs drive transformational changes in academic institutions by 

encouraging researchers to think creatively and explore new ideas. The protection offered by 

IPRs allows researchers to invest time and resources into their work with the assurance that 

their creations will be protected. The session explored the concept of "translational research," 

a shift from basic research to applied research and innovation. He further explained how 
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commercialization of academic research often depends on successfully protecting and 

licensing intellectual property. 

 

  

Photo: Prof Pritam Deb during the inaugural ceremony  Photo: Prof Pritam Deb during the Technical 

session-I 

He identified several barriers to innovation, including inadequate funding, lack of an 

innovation strategy, limited room for failure and experimentation, and collaboration blockers. 

These obstacles can significantly hinder academic progress and overcoming them requires 

fostering an environment where failure is seen as an integral part of the innovation process. 

Prof. Deb emphasized that understanding the fundamentals of IPR is essential for academic 

growth. He outlined the various types of IPRs—patents, trademarks, copyrights, and industrial 

designs—and explained their economic importance in protecting research outputs. He also 

highlighted the significance of IPRs in creating job opportunities, boosting the economy, and 

offering rewards and recognition to innovators. Lastly, Prof. Deb discussed patent protection, 

focusing on the key criteria for obtaining patents—novelty, non-obviousness, and industry 

applicability—and introduced the Patent Cooperation Treaty (PCT), which allows for 

international patent filings. 

Session 2: Workshop on Navigating Copyrights and Related Rights 

  
Photo: Dr. Juri B. Saikia felicitated by the organizers Photo: Dr. Juri B. Saikia during the Technical session-

II 

The second session, led by Dr. Juri B. Saikia, Research Officer at T.U., that focused on 

copyrights and related rights, which are central to protecting original works in academia. Dr. 

Saikia began her deliberation by explaining the scope of copyright protection, which extends 

to literary, artistic, and musical works, as well as broadcasting rights. She discussed 

elaborately on Copyrights that gave creators exclusive rights to reproduce, distribute, and 

perform their works, which helps ensure that their intellectual contributions are protected. 
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Dr. Saikia highlighted how copyrights also serve as a form of identity recognition for the 

creator, establishing their creative authority over the work. This recognition allows creators to 

maintain control over how their work is used, reproduced, and shared. He delved into the 

issue of copyright infringement, explaining the exclusive rights granted to copyright holders 

and the methods for testing infringement, such as the abstract test and the pattern test. A key 

discussion point in the session was the difference between transcreation and translation. Dr. 

Saikia clarified that while translation involves converting a work from one language to 

another, transcreation adapts the work to fit cultural and contextual nuances, often involving 

more significant alterations.  

The session also included an exploration of the Copyright Act of 1957, outlining the criminal 

offenses and punishments related to copyright infringement. Dr. Saikia discussed primary and 

secondary infringements and how copyright holders can use legal measures to protect their 

rights. Finally, she addressed the limitations of copyright, particularly in the context of 

literary criticism, where the distinction between protecting ideas and the expression of ideas 

becomes important. This distinction can present challenges when protecting works of 

criticism that build upon or analyse existing copyrighted content. 

Session 3: Industrial Design – Protecting Your Creators 

The final session, led by Dr. Koushik Saikia, Research Officer at the IPR Cell of T.U., 

focused on industrial designs and their protection under intellectual property law. Dr. Saikia 

began by providing an overview of the eight primary types of IPRs, with a particular focus on 

Industrial Design Registration. Industrial Design Registration focuses on safeguarding the 

visual appearance and functionality of products, ensuring that creators’ innovations in product 

design are legally protected from unauthorized copying. 

  
Photo: Dr. Koushik Saikia during technical session-III Photo: Dr. Koushik Saikia felicitated by the 

organizers 

Dr. Saikia discussed the Paris Convention, an international treaty that facilitates the protection 

of industrial designs across member countries. The convention helps creators secure design 

rights globally, making it easier to protect their designs in multiple jurisdictions. He also 

explored the Indian Design Act of 2000, which provides protection for designs in India, 

detailing the criteria for registration, including novelty, originality, and distinctiveness. 

The session compared design protection with copyright protection, noting that while 

copyright protects the expression of ideas, industrial design law protects the appearance of an 

object. This distinction is critical for businesses and creators when deciding which form of 

protection is appropriate for their work. Dr. Saikia explained the Locarno Classification, 

which categorizes designs into 32 classes, helping creators determine the appropriate category 

for registration. 
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Dr. Saikia also discussed the various types of applications available for industrial design 

registration, including ordinary and reciprocity applications. He provided insight into India’s 

patent offices and the process of registering designs. The session concluded with a discussion 

of the support available to researchers and creators at T.U. for IP applications. Dr. Saikia 

highlighted the university’s IPR policy, which aids faculty and students in filing patents, 

trademarks, copyrights, and industrial designs, fostering an environment of innovation. 

Conclusion 

The workshop "Navigating IPRs: A Workshop for Academic Growth and Innovation" 

provided participants with a thorough understanding of the significance of IPRs in academia. 

Through in-depth discussions on patents, copyrights, and industrial designs, the workshop 

underscored the importance of protecting intellectual property to support academic growth, 

foster innovation, and ensure that research reaches its full potential. The technical sessions 

also addressed the barriers to innovation and provided practical solutions to overcome them, 

emphasizing the need for a supportive ecosystem where failure is seen as part of the creative 

process. The knowledge shared during the workshop equips researchers and academic 

institutions with the tools necessary to navigate the complexities of IPRs and maximize the 

impact of their innovations on both academic and commercial fronts. 

The session ended with the feedback from participants followed by a brief valedictory 

session. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo: The resource persons from IPR Cell Tezpur University  with the organizers at CIT Kokrajhar 
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Photo: The resource persons and the organizers with participants at CIT Kokrajhar 
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Programme Schedule  

“Navigating IPRs: A Workshop for Academic Growth and 

Innovation” 
 

Jointly organized by 
 
 

IPR Cell, Tezpur University, Assam 
 

And 
 

Department of Electronics & Communication Engineering 
Central Institute of Technology Kokrajhar 

 
 

12th March, 2025

 
PROGRAMME SCHEDULE     

   

 

Venue: Seminar Hall, CIT Kokrajhar
 

Inaugural Session 

Time Session Activity/Lectur

e 

9:00AM-9:30AM  

 

 

 

 

I 

Registration 

 

9:30AM –10.00AM 

Inauguration: 
1. Welcome Address by Dr. Rajib Chetia, Assistant Professor, 

Department of Electronics & Communication Engineering, 
CIT Kokrajhar 

2. Address by Dr. Avik Mukherjee, Associate Professor of Food 
Engineering and Technology Department and Dean R&D CIT 
Kokrajhar. 

3. Vote of Thanks by Dr. Kushalendra Pandey, Assistant Professor, 

Department of Electronics & Communication Engineering, and 

Coordinator IPR Cell, CIT Kokrajhar  

 

10:00AM-10.45AM 
Technical Session-I on: Patents                  

Presenter: Prof. P. Deb, DPIIT-IPR Chair Professor, TUIPR Cell, 

Tezpur University 

10.45 Am -11.00 AM  Tea Break 

 

11.00AM-11.45AM 

II Technical Session-II on: Copyrights 

Presenter: Dr. Juri B. Saikia, Research Officer, TUIPR Cell, Tezpur 

University 

 

11.45 AM - 12:30 PM 

 

III 

Technical Session-III on: Industrial Design Registration 
Presenter: Dr. Koushik Saikia, Research Officer, TUIPR Cell, 
Tezpur University 

12.30 PM- 12.40 PM Concluding session and valedictory function 
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