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Expression of the Vice Chancellor

Professor Mihir K. Chaudhuri, FASc, FNA
Vice-Chancellor

With the turnaround of the reckoning year 2012-13 it is time to present the highlights of
our major activities and achievements. While the academic activities — teaching and
research — have been on track, some of the newly established centres like the
CHANDRAPRABHA SAIKIANI CENTRE FOR WOMEN's STUDIES (CSAWS) and CENTRE FOR
ASSAMESE STUDIES (CAS), for instance, have also been working in tandem with other
centres to catch up. The CSCWS has been concentrating on the promotion of studies on
women belonging to diverse socio-cultural milieu of North-East India and assimilation of
women from marginalized group through outreach activities including field studies,
advocacy and relevant workshops. The CAS has been engaged in chosen areas relevanct
to the Centre including publishing an anthology of scholarly essays on the life and works
of Sahityarathi Lakshminath Bezbarua to commemorate his 150" birth anniversary. In
addition, the University is awaiting clearance of the UGC to establish a Centre for the
Preservation of Endangered Languages of the North-East for which the papers have
already been submitted to. The University's Equal Opportunity Cell (EOC) maintained a
packed time-table to conduct CSIR/UGC NET coaching; a Four-month Certificate
Programme on Communicative English for Army Wives; Workshops on Research
Methodology in Social Sciences for College Teachers in collaboration with OKDISCD,
Guwahati; a Capacity Building Programme for the Faculty and Research Scholars of the
University; a One-Day Basic Training Programme on Human Rights for NSS Students of the
University; and a Video Conferencing with the American Centre in Kolkata for Research
Scholars of HSS. Interestingly, this Cell generally generates quite a bit of its finance from
sponsors like ICSSR, Human Rights Commission, etc.

The University's endeavor to establish Chair Professorship has led to setting up of three
such Chairs, namely, Srimanta Sankardeva Chair, IPR Chair and Lokapriya Gopinath
Bordoloi Chair. The first and the second Chairs are operational with the IPR Chair
conducting workshops, outreach programmes and creation of awareness on IPR. A few
credit courses are also offered for the benefit of our students and research scholars.
Furthermore, it takes care of all issues relating to IPR of our University. The process for
filling up the Lokapriya Gopinath Bordoloi Chair is at its final stage. Two other centres,



namely, the Centre for Disaster Management and the Centre for Open and Distance
Learning have been active in their domains.

The University is well aware of its commitment to cutting-edge research in addition to
providing quality teaching. To this end, all laboratories, the library and computer centres
have been carefully maintained and upgraded from time to time. In order to facilitate
teaching and research, cleanliness and hygiene has been well maintained on our
University campus having a population of nearly five thousand people. The University is
also conscious about the uninterrupted supply of power as well as potable water.

Sustained encouragement has resulted in 450 research publications with some published
in high profile journals; 66 books and book chapters; and 128 conference proceedings.
One patent has been granted and several have been filed for. While the University's
humble effortsin promoting researchin the institution have continued, colleagues on the
faculty have so far earned 184 sponsored projects. An amount of nearlyZ18 crore has
been received from different sponsoring agencies like UGC, DST, DBT, DAE, DIT, AICTE, for
instance, during the year under report. Our DBT Nodal Cell has been actively involved in
the development and up-gradation of the infrastructure of medical colleges in the North-
Eastern States. The Cell also assists in promoting DBT's MD/MS programme for young
doctors. There has been a constant rise in our students' performance in the national level
examinations like NET and GATE. While nearly 110 students have qualified NET; 130
students have earned valid GATE scores with some of them securing very high positions.
The enrolmentin the University is approaching 3000.

Many of our faculty members and senior staff have been involved in a number of state
and national level educational and research related planning and promotional activities.
As a member of the delegation, Professor Mihir K Chaudhuri visited Washington in mid-
2012 for the India-US Higher Education Dialogue. He has been also a member of the
Indian Team for the UKERIE programme. Several members of our faculty have been on
international research collaboration, while the University has an active university level
collaboration with the University of Nottingham, UK.

An institution of higher learning requires adequate infrastructural facilities in order to
achieve heights in the domain. To this end, the University is continuing its developmental
programmes during the Xll Plan which began with effect from 1 April 2012. Being a
residential institution, Tezpur University has constructed several girls' and boys' hostels
and residential quarters enabling all students and many faculty and staff members reside
on the campus. The construction of the Kendriya Vidyalaya building on our premise is
nearly 75% complete. It is targeted that the newly constructed school building will be
occupied sometime during the next reporting year.

| acknowledge all support that has been received from our students, members of faculty
and staff, and of course from the UGC and MHRD.
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