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Women Studies and Feminists’ theory introduces the students to the emergence of Women’s Studies as an academic discipline in the west as well as in India. The course will also try to orient the research scholars to the feminist thoughts of different schools and to provide them a feminist perspective to understand women’s experience in local and global perspectives. 
This paper will attempt at providing a definitional as well as conceptual understanding of what feminism has entailed and how feminism has unfolded itself. It will deal with the theoretical positions within feminism in a chronological manner. The paper will also attempt to place the different schools of feminist thought in the backdrop of their times. As a course it will aim at acquainting the research scholars with the key traditions within feminist theory, familiarize them with the issues that were paramount to each tradition as well as to introduce key figures within such theoretical traditions.  
Unit I: Feminist Theories: 
 1. Liberal Feminism 
 2. Marxist Feminism
 3. Existentialist Feminism 
 4. Radical Feminism 
 5. Psychoanalytic Feminism 
 6. Socialist Feminism 
 7. Eco-Feminism 
 8. Black Feminism 
 9. Islamic Feminism 1
 10. Third World Feminism
  11. Dalit Feminism 
  12. Post-modern Feminism 
 Unit II: Feminism in India: feminist class-consciousness; caste and women; religion and feminism; Ecofeminism; women and development; women and violence.

 Unit III: Contemporary Contestations: Intersex and transgender Movement
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