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On 5th July 2021, a state level webinar is organized by IQAC, Mangaldai College in

collaboration with the Intellectual Property Rights Cell, Tezpur University through the Google

Meet Platform. The topic of the webinar was ‘Intellectual Property Rights in the context of

Sustainable Development’. The main aim of this webinar was to sensitize the students,

faculties, academicians, and scholars about IPRs, especially patent and copyrights and to guide

all in respect of patenting their inventions. The webinar was initiated by Dr. Kamala Kt. Bora,

Point convenor & Assistant Coordinator of IQAC, Mangaldai College, with his introductory

speech on IPR. Dr. K.K. Bora introduced the Resource Person Prof. Pritam Deb, DPIIT Chair

Professor, IPR Cell from Tezpur. University. Dr. Bora was followed by Dr. Khagendra Kr.

Nath, Principal, Mangaldai College through his welcome address speaking about the need of

awareness on the IPR & issues among the scholars and academicians. In his welcome address

Dr. Nath made an overview encompassing different areas of debate on IPR issues specifically

in the North - Eastern Region of India.

Is his speech, Resource Person Prof. Pritam Deb, gave a detailed account of the issues related

to IPR. He began with two types of properties — Tangible and Intangible and elaborately

explained the concept of IPR, its industrial property related and copyright related aspects

including patents, designs, trademarks and Gls. Moving on Prof. Deb explained the role of IP

as intangible property in terms of economic rights, commercial exploitation of the owner,

capital expenditure. In his speech, Prof. Deb highlighted on the need of IP protection by stating

how new and exciting inventions are important for strengthening the economy and rewarding




the creator. Tracing the history of patents, Prof. Deb also mentioned different international
conventions for IP, applicable all over the world. In his presentation Prof. Deb also
encompassed contemporary areas like IP infringements - primary and secondary, validity of
IPRs, copyrights, organizational structure of IPs, patents, designs and trademarks of Govt. of
India. Information regarding Geographical Indication on Assam like Tea, Muga, debates
regarding GI of ‘Gamocha’ has also been highlighted by the resource person. In the last part of
his lecture, the resource person highlighted on the debate of IPR in Covid-19 treatment
regarding inventions of vaccines like Covishield by Bharat Biotech and Serum Institute of
India. In his view IP rights are generally for the benefit of the larger society, but there is a
debate regarding access to the technology and balancing the interest of company in one side

and the need for society on the other side.

The lecture was was followed by discussions and interactions. Dr. Prativa Deka, Dr. K.K.
Borah and students had interacted enthusiastically with the resource person and clarified
several concepts. Altogether 56 participants attended the webinar. At the end, Dr. K.K. Bora
offered vote of thanks to the Resource Person for his informative lecture on IPR issues and also

thanked all the participants for their valuable presence and interaction.
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