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1. Academic Activities: 

A. IPR is offered as Choice Based Credit Transfer (CBCT) course in Ph.D level as IP 750 

(4 credits) in both Autumn (2021) and Spring (2022) semesters. Designed especially for 

the Ph.D students, 32 students in total enrolled for the course from the Schools of Science, 

and Engineering. With a team of two Research Officer and the DPIIT-IPR Chair Professor, 

the course has been conducted in the conventional class room mode. The students were 

assigned to undertake group studies on special topics that required in depth understanding. 

Before the end term, all the students delivered seminars to their peer groups as part of their 

group learning exercise. Evaluation of the students was done as per the university 

guidelines. The feedback of the students has been very encouraging. 

 

B. IP Filings: Facilitating assessment and IPR filings has been one of the mandates of the 

Cell. This year the TUIPR Cell received 8 invention disclosures forms from various 

departments. These were evaluated by the Cell in consultation with the inventors. 

Contextual prior art searches in addition to those done by the researchers were conducted 

and the novelty and inventive steps were assessed. Also, three patent application namely; 

Nanocatalyst for bio oil production by Prof. Pritam Deb and Kashmiri Deka, Dept. of 

Physics with grant no. 365565, A process for manufacture of turmeric powder from raw 

turmeric rhizomes by Prof. Brijesh Srivastava, Baby Z. Hmar and Dipsikha Kalita, Dept. 

of FET with grant no. 366731 and Mesoporous secondary nanostructures as multifunctional 

heavy metal scavenger by Prof. Pritam Deb, Kakoli Bhattacharya and Devaborniny Parasar, 

Dept. of Physics with grant no. 370787. 

 

 2. Seminars/Outreach Programes:  

a) World IP Day 2021: Human endeavour to struggle and survive unfavourable situations 

makes our race superior and stronger. Thus, Intellectual Property Day-2021 was 

organized amidst the second wave of Covid-19 pandemic to celebrate the spirit of 

innovation for survival of human beings on 26th April, 2021. This time the entire 

programme was organized on online mode. Even with limitations, the Cell organized 

the IP Day lectures, IP Quiz and Innovative Idea competition with a good number of 

participants from Tezpur University and nearby institutions. The IP Day lectures were 

delivered by two eminent experts of the field Dr. A. K. Garg, Senior Director, Ministry 

of Electronics and Information Technology, Govt. of India and Shri Sanjay 

Bhattacharya, Deputy Controller of Patent and Design, Indian Patent Office, Kolkata, 

whose lectures on the event had inspired the participants of the program. The theme of 

this year’s celebration was IP & SMEs: Taking your ideas to market. This year entire 

discussion was oriented on the critical role of small and medium-sized enterprises 

(SMEs) in the economy and how they can use intellectual property (IP) rights to build 

stronger, more competitive and resilient businesses. 50 participants from within and 

outside the university participated in the same. 

 

b) National Webinar on Intellectual Property as a Strategic Tool for Regional 

Development at Dhakuakhana College, Assam: ‘I have an Innovation... How do I 

Protect it in the market???’, on this note, Department of Political Science & IQAC 

Dhakuakhana College in collaboration with the DPIIT IPR Chair, Intellectual Property 

Right Cell, Tezpur University, organized a National Level Webinar on a a 

contemporary issue, ‘Intellectual Property as A Strategic Tool for Regional 



Development’. ‘Why is IP important to us?’ on this note the Keynote Speaker of the 

Webinar, Prof. Pritam Deb, DPIIT Chair Professor, IPR Cell, Tezpur University, 

highlighted how in today’s globally competitive environment, Intellectual Property (IP) 

has placed itself on a pedestal in the context of economic growth and is becoming 

increasingly important. It is also tinted how the increasing significance of intangible 

assets in the global economy is forcing business organizations to actively manage their 

IPR as a key driver for building and sustaining their competitive advantage and 

achieving superior performance and development. Citing many instances from local to 

global, the Speaker also focused on how Intellectual Property Rights (IPR) can become 

the fuel that powers the engine of prosperity, fostering invention and innovation not 

only in Assam but also in the entire North-eastern region. 156 participants from within 

and outside the university participated in the same. 

 

c) State Level Webinar on Intellectual Property Right in the context of sustainable 

development at Mangaldai College, Assam: On 5th July 2021, a state level webinar 

was organized by IQAC, Mangaldai College in collaboration with the DPIIT IPR Chair, 

Intellectual Property Right Cell, Tezpur University through the Google Meet Platform. 

The topic of the webinar was ‘Intellectual Property Rights in the context of sustainable 

development’. The main aim of this webinar was to sensitize the students, faculties, 

academicians and scholars about IPRs, especially patent and copyrights and to guide in 

respect of patenting their inventions. The Resource Person, Prof. Pritam Deb, gives a 

detailed account of the issues related to IPR, such as industrial property related and 

copyright related aspects including patents, designs, trademarks and GIs. He 

highlighted on the need of IP protection by saying that it is important for new and 

exciting inventions to strengthen the economy, rewards for someone's work's etc. The 

resource person also highlighted on the debate of IPR in Covid-19 treatment regarding 

inventions of vaccines like Covishield by Bharat Biotech and Serum Institute of India. 

In his view IP rights are generally for the benefit of the larger society but there is a 

debate regarding parenting and its applicability for elite and poor sections of society. 

56 participants from within and outside the university participated in the same. 

 

d) National Webinar on Intellectual Property Rights in Contemporary World, 

C.K.B. College, Teok, Assam: The Dept. of Commerce and Dept. of Economics, 

C.K.B. College jointly organised a National Webinar in collaboration with Intellectual 

Property Rights Cell, Tezpur University & IQAC, C.K.B. College, Teok on 

“INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY RIGHTS IN CONTEMPORARY WORLD” on 5th 

July, 2021. The Resource Person for the webinar was Dr. Juri Borbora Saikia, Research 

Assistant, IPR Cell, Tezpur University. The webinar was specially targeted to the 

students, scholars, academicians and others. The aim was to impart knowledge about 

intellectual property rights (IPR) and what role do they play in the contemporary world. 

37 participants from within and outside the university participated in the same. 

 

 

e) National Level Webinar on Need of Intellectual Property Rights for sustainable 

development at LOKD College, Dhekiajuli, Assam: A National Level Webinar on 

the topic “Need of Intellectual Property Rights for sustainable development” was 

organized on 2nd August, 2021 by LOKD College, Dhekiajuli, Assam in collaboration 

with the DPIIT IPR Chair, Intellectual Property Right Cell, Tezpur University through 



the Google Meet Platform. The Resource Person, Prof. P. Deb, delivered lecture on this 

emergent contemporary topic. He elaborated almost all the horizon of Intellectual 

Property in the contemporary world for a sustainable societal development. The 

participants of the program were mostly Faculty members, who are expected to become 

the ambassador of IP knowledge for disseminating among their students and fellow 

colleagues. 

 

f) National Level Webinar on Importance of IP Management for Academic 

Institution at Khagarijan College, Nagaon, Assam: The Internal Quality Assessment 

Cell (IQAC) of Khagarijan College along with Dept of Political Science, Khagarijan 

College, Nagaon, had organized a webinar on the ‘Importance of IP Management for 

Academic Institutions’ in collaboration with the Intellectual Property Rights Cell, 

Tezpur University through the Google Meet Platform, on 21st of September. This 

webinar was aimed at understanding IPR in context of Academic Institutions and the 

way this concept becomes an integral part of educational sphere and activity. The 

webinar had a total of more than 200 registrations which were divided between the 

online platform and the YouTube Live streaming 

 

 

g) Intellectual Property Rights: Awareness and Celebration of Innovation in 

collaboration with CIPAM: Department of Physics PDUAM, Eraligool in 

collaboration with DPIIT Chair, IPR Cell Tezpur University and Cell for IPR promotion 

and Management (CIPAM), Delhi has organized a one-day online workshop on 

Intellectual property Rights: Awareness and Celebration of Innovation on 12th of 

January, 2022 from 11:30 AM onwards on virtual platform (Zoom). There were more 

than 100 participants who have registered for the workshop from different parts of the 

Country. 

 

h) Entrepreneurship Development Programme for Young Innovators, Nowgong 

College, Assam: On account of National Science Day and as part of the celebration of 

Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav, DPIIT IPR Chair at the Intellectual Property Right Cell, 

Tezpur University and Institution’s Innovation Cell of Nowgong College organized an 

“Entrepreneurship development Programme for Young Innovators” on 28th February 

2022 at Nowgong College (Autonomous). After the inauguration of the main event, an 

exhibition on local entrepreneurship by students and local craftsmen was inaugurated. 

The stalls set up for the exhibition contained handlooms and handicrafts from nearby 

areas as well as entrepreneurial ventures by students at the college. The programme had 

more than 100 participants. 

 

 

i) Webinar on Intellectual Property Rights & Technology Transfer and Their Role 

in Promotion of Innovations: In order to celebrate the 75 years of Azadi ka Amrit 

Mahotsav, an initiative of the Government of India, a National Workshop entitled 

“Intellectual Property Rights & Technology Transfer and Their Role in Promotion of 

Innovations” was conducted on 4th March, 2022. Creation of awareness about the 

Intellectual property and related rights amongst the young innovators and researchers 

was the prime objective of this daylong programme. Along with the lectures of the IPR 

experts, an innovative idea competition was also organized to encourage the students. 



The second technical session of the programme was an Innovative Idea competition, 

where total 12 students and researchers from the Assam Kaziranga University, Tezpur 

University and neighbouring Institutes have participated and presented their 

Innovations. The innovations were assessed on the basis of novelty, ingenuity in the 

innovation, scientific and technical achievements, Improvements over existing 

Innovation, patentability and their social applicability in the present scenario by the 

eminent experts, Prof. P. Deb, DPIIT IPR Chair Professor, Tezpur University and Dr. 

A. K. Srivasatva, Manager, NRDC, New Delhi. 

 

j) Brain Storming on prospects of protecting indigenous Ginger varieties of Assam 

using tools of IPR, Tezpur University: A brain storming session on “Prospects of 

protecting indigenous Ginger varieties of Assam using tools of IPR” was organized on 

11 March, 2022 at Tezpur University under the aegis of DPIIT-IPR Chair to discuss 

various scopes for protecting regional bioresources from facing unfair competition in 

the market and find out ways to give visibility and authentication in the national and 

international market though tools of IPR. Farmer groups practicing Ginger cultivation 

in various parts of the state participated in the programme. The workshop had a total of 

20 participants across the state. 

 

 

k) Certificate course on prior art search and patent specification drafting in 

collaboration with GNLU, Gujarat: DPIIT IPR Chair, Tezpur University, Assam in 

collaboration with DPIIT IPR Chair Gujarat National Law University, Gujarat 

organized an online certificate course on prior art search and drafting of patent 

specifications. The 5-day long course is designed with a view to imparting essential 

knowledge about relevant patent laws, teaching how to search for prior art before filing 

a patent application, and giving practical training on how to effectively draft patent 

specifications. The course is open to participants from all fields. More than 35 students 

enrolled their names for the certificate course. 

 

l) National workshop on Capacity building for Enforcement and Adjudication of 

IPR, Police Training Centre, Dergaon, Assam: In account of creating awareness 

about Intellectual Property Rights amongst the police personnel DPIIT IPR Chair, 

Tezpur University has taken out a capacity building campaign at Police Training 

College Assam, Dergaon by organizing a national level daylong workshop entitled 

“Capacity building for Enforcement and Adjudication of IPR” on 25th March, 2022. 

The programme was cordially organized by the instituted DPIIT IPR Chair at Tezpur 

University in association with the Cell for IPR Promotion and Management (CIPAM), 

New Delhi and Police Training College Assam, Dergaon. This daylong programme was 

organized as a part of the celebration of “Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav” where ninety-

seven (97) police personnel from four Training schools of the state participated to enrich 

themselves with various shades of IPRs. 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

WORLD IP DAY 2021  

Celebrating Innovations Amidst Pandemics 
A report 

 
  

      
      

      



Human endeavour to struggle and survive unfavourable situations makes our race superior and 

stronger. Thus, International Intellectual Property Day-2021 was organised amidst the second wave 

of Covid-19 pandemic to celebrate the spirit of innovation for survival of human beings on 26th April 

2021. This time the entire programme was organised on online mode. Even with limitations, the Cell 

organized the IP Day lectures, IP Quiz and Innovative Idea competition with a good number of 

participants from Tezpur University and nearby institutions. The IP Day lectures were delivered by two 

eminent experts of the field Dr. A. K. Garg, Senior Director, Ministry of Electronics and 

Information Technology, Govt. of India and Shri Sanjay Bhattacharya, Deputy Controller of 

Patent and Design, Indian Patent Office, Kolkata, whose lectures on the event have inspired the 

participants of the program. The theme of this year’s celebration was IP & SMEs: Taking your ideas 

to market. This year entire discussion was oriented on the critical role of small and medium-sized 

enterprises (SMEs) in the economy and how they can use intellectual property (IP) rights to build 

stronger, more competitive and resilient businesses. 

 

Inaugurating the programme, IPR Chair Professor, Prof. P. Deb reiterated the importance of IPR for 

SMEs to advance their business. IPRs encourage innovation and creativity. He further expressed that 

this day needs to be celebrated to highlight the importance of IPRs among the general masses, besides 

the researchers, artists, and innovators. He apprised the participants about the achievements of the Cell 

in past 10 years and contributions made at various levels of society. he also informed about the various 

events that were organised as part of the IP Day celebrations in 2021.  

 

In the first technical session Sri Bhattacharya, Deputy Controller of Patent and Design, Indian Patent 

Office, Kolkata, apprised briefly about the history behind celebration of IP Day every year. Later 

coming back to the theme of the celebration IP & SMEs, he discussed how every business started with 

an idea and took shape in someone’s mind and made way to market. He expressed how the contributions 

of the creative people in the form of various Intellectual Property are making a difference in our lives 

and how these are so important for growth of the society. So, on IP Day one can pay tribute to the 

numerous creative people who have made and still making our lives more convenient. Describing the 

role played by the IP Offices in making the journey of innovations from Start-Ups to market easier and 

safer, he described the assistance provided by Government of India. He informed that IPR assistance 

from ‘filing till disposal’ is now made available free of cost through an empanelled board of IPR agents 

and attorneys, who can advise on and execute the formalities in the Indian Patent Office for the start-

Ups. The young entrepreneurs can get benefitted from the IPR protection like Patents, Design and 

Trademarks etc. as they commercialise their product/ process and face various market forces. Regarding 

MSMEs and university, he apprised that the fee structure has been restructured at the Indian Patent 

Office which has been brought down from ‘institution’ to the ‘individual’ level. He also apprised about 

the online filing processes which was very fruitful in the pandemic situation. It was extended to the 

Trademark and the Design filing also. Filing he encouraged all the students to file for the IPs they create. 



 

During the second technical session, Dr. A. K. Garg, Senior Director, Ministry of Electronics and 

Information Technology, Govt. of India stressed on the need to have technologies for rebuilding human-

to-human trust that got hugely affected due to the contagious nature of the pandemic. He described the 

world scenario which was prevalent prior to the pandemic. It was divided into three distinct blocks: (i) 

Technology Evolution from west or Silicon Valleys, (ii) Technology Manufacture in China and (iii) 

Technology Services catered by India. The services economy largely represented by IT Services 

Industry was in the tune of 190 to 200 billion dollars, employing more than 4 million people. In the 

process of creating these service sector jobs, India missed out its presence across the world in the 

manufacturing of the technologies. This caused increased dependence on technology, especially 

electronics, from outside world. If we continue at the same pace, it is anticipated that by 2025, India 

will be importing electronics in the tune of 400 billion dollar, which is much more than the total oil 

imports of the country. Discussing the scenario of trade associated with electronics and associated 

technologies, he stated how the trend of imports of electronic gadgets in India is basically indicates our 

over dependence on one country i.e., China. It is believed that such unsustainable dependence on one 

country, with which shares our borders, does not depict a very secured situation of existing in the global 

environment. To balance this dependence in such geography, we need to develop our ‘internal self-

reliance’ or “Atmanirvar Bharat’ with the help of trusted partners of trade. This shall help us to minimize 

the dependence on outside world by creating our own IP that provide alternate technical solutions so 

far provided by Silicon Valley. These should be according to the Indian ethos and requirements, low 

cost, robust and according to the need of local people. At the same time as part of the WTO system, we 

cannot be dissociated with global market, where India does not have any import as well as any export, 

a scenario prevalent in 1990s. Ideally, if we have imports, we should have equitable exports in global 

market. This can be possible if Indian companies are innovative, state-of the-art, where they have 

technical solutions at price points, quality and features comparable to the global leaders. This is where 

innovations become part of the economic system. Speaking on Pharma sector post Trips agreement in 

1995, he spoke about the restrictions Indian Drug companies had to face due to introduction of the 

Product Patent that protected the end product irrespective of the process applied. This caused the Indian 

pharma companies to migrate from as standalone companies to contract manufactures. This scenario, 

though challenging initially, became an advantage in due course as India became a Global Bowl for 

manufacture in due course. So most of the vaccines   for handling Covid -19 pandemic in the world has 

a manufacture base in India today. In terms of SMEs, Indian enterprises do not merely comprise the 

services industry today, but is ready to move into the global product ecosystem, to create their own 

intellectual property and become large MNCs. Giving example of the global leaders Apple, Google, 

and Tesla, he reiterated the need of Indian companies like TCS and Infosys to graduate from services 

to product sector and use its own IPR. This is realised by Govt of India with the Software Policy in 

2019. It is anticipated that these industries shall grow in the rate of 10X as IT industry itself has evolved 

in the last 2 years and that evolution has been accelerated in the Pandemic. He gave various examples 



from other examples sectors where digitalization and incorporation of Artificial Intelligence has helped 

accelerate growth. According to him, the ‘digital solutions’ has moved from enhancing ‘consumer 

experience’ to ‘solving problems’ in various sectors. In his concluding remarks, he expressed hope that 

India, being a store house of problems, together with the necessary talent to provide solutions to these 

problems, we can create new opportunities of growth. He reiterated his faith on the young generation 

of India, owing to a very strong educational system. Combining the talents of Indian youth and the 

technological necessities, economic opportunities can be created in India around value added 

manufacture section. 

 

The programme concluded with the vote of thanks. Later, virtual open house quiz was conducted by 

the renowned Quiz Mater, Mr. Ashutosh Das. 50 participants participated in the entire programme. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Screen sorts of virtual celebration of the IP Day 2021 

 

 

 

Inaugural Session by the IPR Chair Professor. P.Deb  

 

 

Technical Session-I by Mr. Sanjay Bhattacharya, Deputy controller of Patent & Design, 

Patent office, Kolkata 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Technical Session II by Dr. A.K. Garg  

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



IP Day Quiz 2021 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

IP Day Open Quiz Session  
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National Webinar On 

Intellectual Property as a Strategic Tool for Regional 

Development 

Organized by 

Department of Political Science & IQAC Dhakuakhana College 

In Collaboration With 

DPIIT IPR Chair, Intellectual Property Right Cell, Tezpur 

University 

 

Date: 18 June, 2021 
 

 
 



 ‘I have an Innovation... How do I Protect it in the market???’, on this note, Department of 

Political Science & IQAC Dhakuakhana College, Dhakuakhana in collaboration with the 

Tezpur University Intellectual Property Rights Cell, Tezpur, organized a National Level 

Webinar on a very important and relevant issue, ‘Intellectual Property As A Strategic Tool 

For Regional Development’. The Webinar started with a Inaugural Speech by the Chairperson 

of the organizing committee and Principal of Dhakuakhana College, Dr. Jugananda Sut, who 

gave importance on promotion, creation, protection & enforcement of the Intellectual Property 

Rights amongst various stakeholders.  Dr. Sut also focused on establishing a holistic 

atmosphere, conducive to exploiting the full potential of IP for social, economic and cultural 

development, and to strengthen IP Chairs in educational institutions of higher learning to 

provide quality teaching and research, develop teaching capacity and curriculum and evaluate 

the work on performance-based criteria.  

 

‘Why is IP important to US?’ on this note the Key Note Speaker of the Webinar, Prof. 

Pritam Deb, DPIIT Chair Professor, IPR Cell, Tezpur University, highlighted how in 

today’s globally competitive environment, Intellectual Property (IP) has placed itself on a 

pedestal in the context of economic growth and is becoming increasingly important. Prof. Deb 

also tinted how the increasing significance of intangible assets in the global economy is forcing 

business organizations to actively manage their IPR as a key driver for building and sustaining 

their competitive advantage and achieving superior performance and development. 

Citing many instances from local to global, the Speaker also focused on how Intellectual 

Property Rights (IPR) can become the fuel that powers the engine of prosperity, fostering 

invention and innovation not only in Assam but also in the entire North Eastern region. 

 

Photo: Screenshot of the Webinar just before the lecture of Prof. P. Deb.    



 

Photo: Prof. P. Deb, DPIIT Chair Professor while delivering his lecture on online mode.  

The Webinar was also very fruitful, where interactive session with the Speaker became very 

motivating and exiting with a series of queries and comments received from more than 156 

participants joining from different fields and different parts of Assam, which were further 

moderated by Dr. Partha Protim Borthakur, Coordinator of the programme and Assistant 

Professor, Department of Political Science, Dhakuakhana College, Dhakuakhana. The session 

ended with the vote of thanks by Dr. Pankaj Bora, HOD, Department of Political Science, 

Dhakuakhana College, Dhakuakhana. As, due to the pandemic the Webinar was held online on 

Zoom Platform, which was also made live on Face book and You Tube simultaneously, 

encompassing a larger audience within its ambit. 

  



  

 



 

 

Program details 

 

11:00 AM 
Welcome Address by the Coordinator 

11:03 AM 

11:04 AM 

Inaugural Speech by the Chairperson of the Organizing Committee 

and Principal of Dhakuakhana College, Dr. Jugananda Sut. 11:10 AM 

11:11 AM  A Brief Introduction of the Key Note Speaker. 11: 14 AM 

11:15 AM 

Keynote Address by Prof. Pritam Deb,  

DPIIT Chair Professor, IPR Cell, Tezpur University. 

 

11:50 AM  

11: 51 

AM 
Q & A with the participants  11:56 AM 

11:57 AM 
Vote of Thanks by HOD Department of Political Science, 

Dhakuakhana College. 

12:00 

NOON 

 

   About the Speaker   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Professor Pritam Deb is a nationally recognized scholar and teacher in 

the fields of IPR, Patent, PCT and Trade secrets. He is the Department 

for Promotion of Industry and Internal Trade (DPIIT), Ministry of 

Commerce and Industry Chair on Intellectual Property Rights (IPR) 

at Tezpur University (Central University). Prior to becoming the Chair 

Professor, Professor Deb, who has graduate training in physics, 

worked as Coordinator of IPR Cell that patenting University 

innovations. 

He became the liaison between the scientists and patent lawyers, an experience that piqued his 

interest in the links among the scientific, legal, and regulatory communities. His work takes him 

from TU's classrooms, where he's taught IPR since 2012, to conferences and other campuses 

throughout the region. Professor Deb has held a number of visiting or honorary positions, including 

the Max Planck Fellow of Max-Planck-Institut für Eisenforschung, Germany, APS-IUSSTF 

Professor at Rice University, USA. He wrote and filed number of patents and software copyrights 

to the Patent and Copyright Office. He has instituted many innovative IPR activities in the campus 

– Best Innovative Idea competition, IPR quiz, IP Day talks etc. He has also been working for 

initiating many industry-academia collaborations as part of the effort initiated for creating a 

ProIndustry translational research platform in the University. Professor Deb has provided effective 

and inspiring leadership by preparing and implementing strategies of IPR Policy objectives 

(Creating IPR Awareness, Administration and Management of IPR, Human Capital Development) 

of Tezpur University. 
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of Sustainable Development 
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On  

5th July, 2021 

 

 

 

 

 

  



On 5th July 2021, a state level webinar is organized by IQAC, Mangaldai College in 

collaboration with the Intellectual Property Rights Cell, Tezpur University through the Google 

Meet Platform. The topic of the webinar was ‘Intellectual Property Rights in the context of 

Sustainable Development’. The main aim of this webinar was to sensitize the students, 

faculties, academicians, and scholars about IPRs, especially patent and copyrights and to guide 

all in respect of patenting their inventions. The webinar was initiated by Dr. Kamala Kt. Bora, 

Point convenor & Assistant Coordinator of IQAC, Mangaldai College, with his introductory 

speech on IPR. Dr. K.K. Bora introduced the Resource Person Prof. Pritam Deb, DPIIT Chair 

Professor, IPR Cell from Tezpur. University. Dr. Bora was followed by Dr. Khagendra Kr. 

Nath, Principal, Mangaldai College through his welcome address speaking about the need of 

awareness on the IPR & issues among the scholars and academicians. In his welcome address 

Dr. Nath made an overview encompassing different areas of debate on IPR issues specifically 

in the North - Eastern Region of India. 

Is his speech, Resource Person Prof. Pritam Deb, gave a detailed account of the issues related 

to IPR. He began with two types of properties → Tangible and Intangible and elaborately 

explained the concept of IPR, its industrial property related and copyright related aspects 

including patents, designs, trademarks and GIs. Moving on Prof. Deb explained the role of IP 

as intangible property in terms of economic rights, commercial exploitation of the owner, 

capital expenditure. In his speech, Prof. Deb highlighted on the need of IP protection by stating 

how new and exciting inventions are important for strengthening the economy and rewarding 

the creator. Tracing the history of patents, Prof. Deb also mentioned different international 



conventions for IP, applicable all over the world. In his presentation Prof. Deb also 

encompassed contemporary areas like IP infringements - primary and secondary, validity of 

IPRs, copyrights, organizational structure of IPs, patents, designs and trademarks of Govt. of 

India. Information regarding Geographical Indication on Assam like Tea, Muga, debates 

regarding GI of ‘Gamocha' has also been highlighted by the resource person. In the last part of 

his lecture, the resource person highlighted on the debate of IPR in Covid-19 treatment 

regarding inventions of vaccines like Covishield by Bharat Biotech and Serum Institute of 

India. In his view IP rights are generally for the benefit of the larger society, but there is a 

debate regarding access to the technology and balancing the interest of company in one side 

and the need for society on the other side. 

 

The lecture was was followed by discussions and interactions. Dr. Prativa Deka, Dr. K.K. 

Borah and students had interacted enthusiastically with the resource person and clarified 

several concepts. Altogether 56 participants attended the webinar. At the end, Dr. K.K. Bora 

offered vote of thanks to the Resource Person for his informative lecture on IPR issues and also 

thanked all the participants for their valuable presence and interaction.  

 

  



Glimpses of the webinar 
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INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY RIGHTS  
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The Dept. of Commerce and Dept. of Economics, C.K.B. College jointly organised a 

National Webinar in collaboration with Intellectual Property Rights Cell, Tezpur 

University & IQAC, C.K.B. College, Teok on “INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY 

RIGHTS IN CONTEMPORARY WORLD” on 5th July, 2021. The Resource Person 

for the webinar was Dr. Juri Borbora Saikia, Research Officer, IPR Cell, Tezpur 

University. The webinar was specially targeted to the students, scholars, academicians 

and others. The aim was to impart knowledge about intellectual property rights (IPR) 

and what role do they play in the contemporary world. 

In brief, the webinar included the areas mentioned below-  

• Meaning of IPR 

• Examples of IPR 

• Creators of IP 

• Types of IPR 

• Impact of IPRs on contemporary world. 

• A brief talk on Geographical Indications. 

• How one can contribute to IP. 

The webinar started with the introduction of the session by Dr. Debananda Baruah, 

Asso. Professor, Dept. of Commerce; he highlighted the importance of IPR and its legal 

horizon in India. He also added the contribution of IPR to the industry, scientists, 

consumers, academicians and society as a whole. He then invited Mr. Sunil Kumar 

Bhattacharyya, Rector, C.K.B. College, Teok to deliver the inaugural lecture. 

Mr. Sunil Kumar Bhattacharyya in his speech welcomed all the dignitaries, resource 

person, college fraternity, students and participants. He threw light on the meaning 

and importance of IPR and terms and conditions of using IPR. He also made a point 

that consumers must be aware while using different products and services involving 

IPR. 

Followed by inaugural lecture, the resource person Dr. Juri Borbora Saikia started her 

talk on IPR. She initiated the session showing a video related to products having IPR 

to the participants and by asking them if they are aware of or know the meaning of 

IPR. She then spoke on the meaning of IPR and its relevance in our daily lives and how 

we consumers come across IPR and use it consciously or unconsciously. Further she 

discussed the various types of IPR- Trademark, Patent, Copyright and Design. 

She focused on how all the four variants differ from each other in meaning and use, 

but also possess some similar traits as they belong to the same umbrella. Patent is 

provided to technical products or to a solution that enables protection; Antivirus such 

as Kaspe rsky can be used as an instance. Trademark being name, sign or any symbol 

that represent company with the product, most importantly trademark helps in 

creating clientele. Bata shoes could be used as an instance here. Copyright is associated 

with anything that is a creation of human mind or any creative work. This right can be 

exercised in a book, novel, poetry, movie, songs etc. Lastly, design associates with the 

outer structure of a product that relates with the company such as a mobile phone and 

its features, a watch and its price range etc.  

She also spoke on the use of these IPRs in contemporary world, how an advanced 

technology in today’s time help a person do his ECG using a watch or how in future we 



would be able to charge our gadgets using laptop charge. She also mentioned the 

validity of the IPRs on products or services- Trademark for 10years which can  be 

renewed thereafter, Copyright protection for 60 years and in case of literary work 

lifetime protection until death and for another 60 years after death, Geographical 

Indications for 10 years which can be renewed thereafter. 

A brief discussion on Geographical Indications (GI) was done by the resource person. 

She stated its meaning and other inputs associated with it such as the list of products 

that has GI in Assam, the three different types of categories- Manufactured, 

Agricultural and Handloom/Handicraft where GI is allotted. 

Lastly, she highlighted few points on how one can help in creation of IPs- by being 

innovative, by thinking outside of the box, by buying products that are real as 

consumers, and producing original work. If all these points are fulfilled, one can 

certainly apply for their rights. 

At the end, she spoke on the activities undertaken by the IPR Cell, Tezpur University. 

They perform extension activities across villages or nearby areas; they also conduct 

innovative workshops in schools and provide platform for innovators with an aim to 

create awareness among people about IPRs. 

To conclude the session, Mr. Robin Saikia, Asst. Professor, Dept. of Economics 

delivered the vote of thanks on behalf of the organising committee. He thanked Dr. 

B.K.Pachani, Principal, IQAC, and Resource Person, HODs of Dept. of Commerce and 

Dept. of Economics and participants to help in conducting the webinar successfully. 
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NATIONAL WEBINAR 

ON 

‘NEED OF IPR FOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT’ 
 

3rd AUGUST 2021 

ORGANIZED BY  

 

IQAC, LOKD COLLEGE, DHEKIAJULI 
 

 

 

IN COLLABORATION WITH 

 

IPR CELL TEZPUR UNIVERSITY, ASSAM 



 

IQAC LOKD College organized a national level webinar entitled “Need of Intellectual Property Rights” on 3rd 

of August 2021. The objective of this webinar was to acquaint the members of the teaching faculty and others with the 

importance of IPR for sustainable development. In the present context it is of utmost importance to understand IPR 

and its functionality in every sphere of developmental works as well as academics.  

At the very outset of the webinar Dr. Sukdev Adhikari, Principal LOKD College offered welcome address and 

spoke a few words wishing success of the program. Coordinator of the webinar, Dr. Pitambar Sedai explained the 

objective of the program. The webinar was formally inaugurated by Dr. Ranjit Kumar Barman, former Head, Science 

& Technology Division, ASTEC, Department of Science & Technology, Govt. of Assam. In his brief inaugural speech 

Dr. Barman emphasized on the utilization of IPR and its necessity for ensuring sustainable development.  

Resource person of the webinar, Prof. Pritam Deb, DPIIT Chair Professor, IPR Cell, Tezpur University made 

a very informative and elaborate presentation on IPR, touching on every aspect of it. He also highlighted the working 

of IPR at international level and how this right helps protect someone’s inventions, creation or specific product of a 

place. In a very interesting manner he spoke on trade mark, copyright, GI and the options offered by IPR.  

This was followed by a lively interactive session. At the end Coordinator, IQAC, LOKD College Dr. Jyotshna 

Baruah offered vote of thanks. Altogether 35 teachers participated in the webinar conducted on Zoom platform. All 

the participants were issued e-certificates after submission of feedback.      

 

 

Some Glimpses of the day 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo: Introduction of Prof. P. Deb by the coordinator of the program 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo: Prof. P. Deb while delivering his lecture 

Photo: Prof. P. Deb while delivering his lecture 
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IMPORTANCE OF IP MANAGEMENT FOR ACADEMIC 

INSTITUTIONS 
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Internal Quality Assurance Cell and Department of Political Science, 
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REPORT on the Webinar ‘Importance of IP Management for Academic 

Institutions’ 

 

The Internal Quality Assurance Cell (IQAC) of Khagarijan College along with Dept of Political 

Science, Khagarijan College, Nagaon, had taken up a venture to step into the pan-academic sphere 

by organizing a webinar on the ‘Importance of IP Management for Academic Institutions’ in 

collaboration with the Intellectual Property Rights Cell, Tezpur University through the Google Meet 

Platform, on 21st of September, 2021 from 11:am onwards. This webinar was aimed at understanding 

IPR in context of Academic Institutions and the manner in which this concept becomes an integral 

part of educational sphere and activity. 
 

 

Dr Ramesh Nath, Principal, Khagarijan College delivered the Welcome Address and stated a brief bio 

about the college while inaugurating the session. He focused on the necessity of having awareness 

regarding IPR and the situations that an academic institution may face regarding this aspect; defending 

the need for discussion of this topic. 

Prof. Pritam Deb, the Resource Person of the session, began his talk by highlighting the challenges 

that academic institutions confront in cases of Intellectual property Management. He shared an 

informative presentation as he introduced the concept and took the participants thorough a journey 

of the various types of IP managements and emphasized on patents, copyright, trade secret etc. His 

talk was followed by an interactive session where the participants engaged in a Question Answer 

Session with the Resource Person touching on various topics like IPR as a career 



option, IPR in case of Teaching/Research and IP authorship disputes. Prof Deb answered all the 

queries and ended his session by encouraging the college to take an active part in IP management by 

reaching to the grass-root level. 

The HoD of Dept of Political Science, Prof Mainul Hoque Akanda delivered the Vote of thanks 

after which the session was suitably concluded. This complete session had a total of more than 200 

registrations which  were properly divided between the Online Platform and the Youtube  Live 

Platform, as per feasibility. 

 

 

 

Timeline 

 

Time Activity/Description Facilitator 

10:50 am Log in to the Platform  

11:00 am Address by the Host Maitreyee Dutta 

11:02 am Welcome Address Dr. Ramesh Nath 

11:07 am Introduction of Resource Person Maitreyee Dutta 

11:10 am Keynote Address Prof. Pritam Deb 

12:00 pm Interactive Session OPEN 

12:38 pm Vote of Thanks Mainul Hoque Akanda 

12:40 pm Conclusion of Webinar Maitreyee Dutta 

 

 
 

About the Resource Person: 

The Resource person of the webinar, Professor Pritam Deb is an Indian physicist, nanoscientist and 

a professor of physics in Tezpur University. The recipient of several prestigious national and 

international awards, Prof Deb, completed his M. Sc degree from University of Calcutta and earned 

his Ph.D. degree from Jadavpur University. His research endeavors in wide range of fields are 

endorsed by large number of publications, patents, software copyrights, books etc. 

Focused on creating and securing an IPR conscious ecosystem, he is well known in the fields of IPR, 

Patent, PCT and Trade secrets. He worked as the Coordinator of IPR Cell that was patenting University 

innovations in Tezpur University. He became the liaison between the scientists and patent lawyers; 

an experience that piqued his interest in the links among the scientific, legal, and regulatory 

communities. 

He has been teaching IPR courses to students and research scholars of Tezpur University for last ten 

years 

Apart from this, Professor Deb has also been spearheading the initiative of Tezpur University to 

empower the rural Muga Weavers to use the GI Tag by registering as an Authorized User. Under his 

mentorship, the number of Authorized Users in Assam for GI Muga has become one of the highest 

in the country. He is also presently advising the initiative that has been working to revive the 

heritage of the Gamosa in Assam. 



 



Full Report: IPR Workshop 

 

 

Title of the Programme: Intellectual Property Rights: Awareness and Celebration of 

Innovation 

 
Flyer/Brochure/Banner: 

 
 

Registration List, if available (please enclose copy):  

Participant Attendance (please enclose copy):  

Organizing Committee (in details): (i) Dr. Jayasree Chakrabarty (Chairperson), Principal 

PDUAM Eraligool (ii) Shri Mridul Yadav (Patron), Hon’ble Deputy Commissioner cum 

President GB, PDUAM Eraligool (iii) Dr. Sibasish Dutta (Coordinator & Convener), (iv) Dr. 

Pritibhajan Byakti (Joint Coordinator), Asst. Prof. & Head PDUAM Eraligool, (v) Dr. 

Gayatri Ghosh (Joint Coordinator), Asst. Prof. Dept. of Physics, PDUAM Eraligool. 

Collaboration, if any: DPIIT Chair, IPR Cell, Tezpur University & CIPAM 



 
Funding Agency, if any: NIL 

 
Mode (Online/Offline): Online  

Venue: PDUAM Eraligool and DC Office (hosting) 

Date & Time: 12th of January, 2022 & 11:30 AM 

 
Guest(s): Nil 

 
Resource Person(s): Prof. P. Deb (DPIIT Chair Prof. IPR Cell Tezpur University & Ms. M. 

Gorai, Asst Manager, CIPAM) 

 
Title of the Talk: Prof. P. Deb- Innovation lifecycle of Intellectual property 

                             Ms. M. Gorai- IPR Registration 

 

Summary of the Programme: Department of Physics PDUAM, Eraligool in 

collaboration with DPIIT Chair, IPR Cell Tezpur University and Cell for IPR promotion and 

Management (CIPAM), Delhi has organized a one day online workshop on Intellectual 

property Rights: Awareness and Celebration of Innovation on 12th of January, 2022 from 11:30 

AM onwards on virtual platform (Zoom). There were more than 100 participants who have 

registered for the workshop via Google form and joined the telegram link for communication 

with Dr. Jayasree Chakrabarty, Principal PDUAM Eraligool as chairperson and Shri Mridul 

Yadav, IAS, Hon’ble Deputy Commissioner cum president PDUAM Eraligool as patron of the 

program. 

The program was hosted by Dr. Sibasish Dutta, Asst. Prof, Dept. of Physics PDUAM Eraligool 

as coordinator and convener, jointly coordinated by Dr. Pritibhajan Byakti, Asst. Prof & Head 

Dept. of Physics PDUAM Eraligool and Dr. Gayatri Ghosh, Asst. Prof. Dept. of Physics, 

PDUAM Eraligool. The inaugural speech was delivered by the chairperson Dr. Jayasree 

Chakrabarty, Principal PDUAM Eraligool where she emphasized on the importance of 

organizing such workshops at higher education level. The principal also anticipated the need 

of researchers & students to know about patents and confidentiality for successful technology 

transfer. 

Two resource persons Prof. Pritam Deb, DPIIT Chair Professor, IPR cell, Tezpur University 

and Ms. Moumita Gorai were part of the technical sessions followed by exhibition of a student, 

Mr. Monjurul Hassan Talukadar, BSc 3rd sem, Zoology Hons. PDUAM Eraligool. 

Prof. Deb delivered his lecture on the need of IP protection and value of IP to a Nation’s 

Economic survival. He also highlighted on brief idea of filing IP, its protection and duration. 

Ms. Gorai delivered her lecture on the process of filing patents and understanding the criteria 

for a patentable idea. She also highlighted the difference between trademarks, copyrights, 

Geographical Indication (GI) tags and trade secrets. Ms Gorai has demonstrated searching 

various sites related to Intellectual property rights protection for different domains. Further Mr. 

Monjurul Hassan Talukdar has demonstrated a set of compiled videos comprising of six 



numbers of his self-made projects. Finally vote of thanks was delivered by Dr. pritibhajan 

Byakti, Asst. Prof. Dept. of Physics, PDUAM Eraligool. 

Copy of Certificate issued to Participants if Issued: 
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Document of Publication of the event in the print media  
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On account of National Science Day and as part of the celebration of Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav, DPIIT 

IPR Chair at the Intellectual Property Right Cell, Tezpur University and Institution’s Innovation Cell of 

Nowgong College organized an Entrepreneurship development Programme for Young Innovators on 28th 

February 2022 at Nowgong College (Autonomous). The day long programme began with the welcome 

speech by Dr. Sarat Borkataki, principal, Nowgong College (A) and this was followed by opening of an 

Exhibition inaugurated by local TV scribe Mr. Tapan Kumar Bora. Dr. Bhuban Chandra Chutia, co-

ordinator of Internal Quality Assurance Cell explained the objectives of holding such exhibition and the 

theme was appreciated by the invited speakers from Tezpur University IPR Cell. Prof .  Pritam Deb, DPIIT- 

IPR Chair Professor and Head, TUIPR, graced the occasion as chief guest along with Dr. Juri Borbora 

Saikia, fromTUIPR Cell, and Mr.Debasish Dutta, from Assam Science Technology and Environmental 

Council, young innovator Dr. Kasturi Sarma  from  Panchoi AgroTech  as special invitees. 

 

Photo: Welcome speech by Dr. Sarat Borkataki, principal, Nowgong 

College (A) 

Photo: Inauguration of the book on Enterprenureship and IPR for young 

Innovators 

  

Photo: Prof Pritam Deb giving the inaugaral speech 
Dr. Bhuban Chandra Chutia, co-ordinator of Internal Quality Assurance 

Cell explaining the theme of the programme.  

Giving his inaugaral speech Prof Pritam Deb spoke on Innovations and the NEP imperatives. He 

explained about what prevents institutions from innovating and what possible spectrum of innovations 

exists and is available for institutions. He emphasised that thrust areas should be green technology, 

robotics, nanotechnology etc. He discussed about the barriers for innovation like lack of space  for failure 

and experimentation, strategies and funding etc. Then another invitee, Mr.Debasish Dutta of Assam 

Science Technology and Environmental Council (ASTEC), spoke on Geographical Indication with 

emphasis on Assamese Jwellery. He discussed about various unique features of the Assamese Jwellary 

and its historialand cultural importance.  He also talked about  infringement and remedies related to GI 

and informed students about some important GI registered products from Assam like Muga, Tezpur 

Litchi, Joha rice, Karbi Anglong Ginger etc.  

 



  

 

The next session was taken up by  Dr. Juri Borbora Saikia from the TUIPR 

Cell at Tezpur University where she spoke about value addition to regional 

bioresources. She also shed ligh on the scope of value addition to assamese 

traditional products. She explained how ginger, turmeric and large 

cardamon can be exported to world because they are valued by customers 

due to their special characteristics and organic nature. She stressed on the 

issues that surplus production in any product should be diverted to other 

products having value value and low volume. She discussed about such 

activities in the neighbouring states and showed the marketing strategies 

of  various GI tagged products through online platforms. Some successful 

case studies were also discussed. The programme ended with a lively 

interactive session with Dr. Kasturi Sarma, young innovator from Tezpur, 

 

 

 

Photo: Dr. Kasturi Sarma, young innovator, owner and founder of 

Panchoi Agri-Consultancy Services.                                                           

Photo: Participants of the programme 

 

Photo: Dr. Juri B Saikia in one of 

the technical sessions 

Owner and Founder at Panchoi Agri-Consultancy Services. She shared her experiences in her field and 

motivated students to take steps in the field of entrepreneurship. The programme ended with the vote 

of thanks by Dr. Pallabi Goswami , Department of Chemistry, Nowgong College (A).  

 

After the inauguration of the main event, an 

exxhibition on local enterprenureship by students 

and local craftsments was inaugurated by local 

award wining TV scribe Mr. Tapan Kumar Bora. 

The stalls set up for the exhibition contained 

handlooms and handicrafts from nearby areas as 

well as entreprenural ventures by students of the 

college.  

 

Photo: Prof. P.Deb in one of the technical sessions 

 

Photo: Mr.Debasish Dutta feleicitated before technical 

session 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo: Handloom Products from Jajori, Nagoan 

Photo: 

interaction 

with student 

enterprenuers 

dealing with 

electric bikes 

 

 

Photo: Handloom products from Monoha, Mayong, Morigaon  

Natural Dyed Eri Silk Handlooms were displayed that had eleborate and intricate tradiditional motif. 

The weavers were identified and selected from Monoha, Mayong and then locally trained in Nagaon 

Collage to rear, wearve and dye the eri silk to produce beautiful handloom products. Similarly weavers 

from Jajori came to display and sell their products. Students group from Nawgong College displayed 

the neem wood based products like comb, plantable pen and pencil etc that was meant to encourage 

biodegradable products in daily lives in place of plastic products. Similarly, another student group 

displayed the E-bikes or the electric bikes that they had acquired franchise. They showed the visitors 

various variants and the associated features. 

 

 

Photo: Various stalls in display during the exhibition                                                          

 

Photo: Exhibition inaugurated by local TV scribe Mr. 

Tapan Kumar Bora               

 

Photo: natural dyed Eri silk products in display 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Kolongpar , Assamese daily dated 1st March, 2022 

 

Dainik Agradoot, Assamese daily, dated 2nd March, 2022 

 

Aamar Asom, Assamese daily, dated 2nd March, 2022 

The print media coverage of the event in Assamese: 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Assam Rising, English daily, dated 3rd March, 2022 

 

The Hills Times, English daily, dated 3rd March, 2022 

Print media coverage in English 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Celebrating Azadi ka Amrit Mahaotsav 

as  

Entrepreneurship Development Programme (EDP) for Young Innovators 

Organized by  

DPIIT IPR Chair at Tezpur University and Institution Innovation Cell, Nowgong College 

Catalysed and Supported by  

Patent Information Centre, ASTEC Council, Government of Assam 

 

Detailed Programme  

 
 

Date:    28.02.2022                                                                                               Venue: Nowgong College 

TIME PROGRAMME 

9.30 AM —10.00 AM REGISTRATION 

10.00 AM—10.30 AM INAUGURATION 

10.30 AM —11.15 AM INAUGURATION OF EXHIBITION 

(Exhibition by the young innovators and enterprenures) 

High Tea 

11.15 AM—1.15  PM TECHNICAL SESSION -I  

Session A:  Innovation, Adoption and Diffusion through IPRs 

by Prof. P. Deb, DPIIT-IPR Chair Professor, TUIPR Cell, Tezpur University  

Session B: GI protection to Traditional Assamese Jwellary by Mr. 

Debasish Dutta, Scientist B, PIC, S&T Division, ASTE Council, Govt. of 

Assam 

Session C: Value addition of Traditional Products and IPR protection by 

Dr. Juri B. Saikia, Research Assistant,TUIPR Cell, Tezpur University  

1.15 PM to 1.30 PM Interaction 

1.30 PM —2.30 PM LUNCH 

2.30 PM –-3.30 PM Session D:Interactive Session with Dr. Kasturi Sharma,GYTI awardee - 2018, 

Young Innovator/ Entrepreneur, who has established her own start up ‘Panchoi 

AgroTech’. 

3.30 PM – 4.30 PM Valedictory Session and giving away of the certificates to the participants 

4.30 PM Tea 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

About the Speakers:  

Pritam Deb 

Prof. Pritam Deb is DPIIT-IPR Chair Professor in Tezpur University and holds 

position of Professor in the Department of Physics, Tezpur University (Central 

University). He was a Max Planck Fellow of Max Planck Institute of Iron 

Research, Dusseldorf, Germany. He did his Ph.D. in Nanoscience from Jadavpur 

University and his research achievements include five applied patents and two 

granted software copyrights, besides numerous research papers in reputed 

journals. During his tenure as Coordinator of the IPR Cell, he has spearheaded 

many innovative IPR activities in the campus -- Best Innovative Idea Competition, 

IPR Quiz, IP Day Talk etc as part of World IP Day Celebration.  

Besides teaching technical nuances to the students enrolled for the courses on IPR, he has also been 

working for initiating many industry academia research collaborations as part of the efforts initiated for 

creating a Pro- Industry research platform in the University. He envisions and has been working towards 

transforming TUIPR Cell into a prime facilitating center for IPR related issues for the entire North East 

region. Prof. Deb has received the prestigious Visitor's Award for Technology Development for the year 

2020 

 

She is also associated with conducting interdisciplinary course on IPR for the Undergraduate, Post-

graduate and Ph.D students of Tezpur University. Besides these, she along with her team at the TUIPR 

Cell works for providing IPR assistance to the TU fraternity as well as the grassroot innovators. Facilitating 

good innovations towards protectable IPs is one of the important jobs she loves working for. 

 

Juri Borbora Saikia 

Dr. Juri Borbora Saikia graduated in science and obtained her postgraduate and 

Ph.D degrees from Tezpur University. She is trained at Rajiv Gandhi National 

Institute of Intellectual Property Management, Nagpur. She also holds a Post-

Graduate Diploma in IPR Laws from the National Law School of India 

University, Bangalore. After working in IIT Guwahati as Senior Research 

Fellow from 2009 to 2011, she joined the prestigious MHRD Chair on IPR in 

Tezpur University as Research Officer in 2011. Since then she is actively 

involved in various IPR related activities that include organizing various in-

house and outreach programmes. 

 

 

Debasish Saikia 

Mr. Debasish Dutta is the Scientist-B of Patent Information Centre (PIC) - a State 

Science Technology Programme under the Department of Science & Technology, 

Govt. of India, which functions under the Science & Technology Division of 

Assam Science Technology & Environment Council (ASTEC). He has completed 

his M.Tech. degree in Polymer Science & Technology from Tezpur University. 

Before doing his M.Tech., he completed his M.Sc. degree in Chemistry from 

University of Burdwan.  

 During his M.Tech., he obtained his formal education in ‘Intellectual Property Rights’(IPR) at post-

graduate level from Tezpur University IPR Cell. He is also trained at Rajiv Gandhi National Institute of 

Intellectual Property Management, Nagpur. His primary job responsibilities at the centre include IPR 

consultation, Patent searches, analysis of patentability, Geographical Indications (GI) filing and 

Authorised Users registration, awareness creation on Intellectual Property Rights, motivation of young 

innovators etc. As a part of PIC’s objectives, he has been actively participating as a resource person in 

various workshops, seminars, IPR camps etc. along with other science & technology related works of the 

Council. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Kasturi Sarmah has received the degree of PhD in Chemical Science from the 

Department of Chemical Sciences, Tezpur University. Till now she has published 

8 journals in international publications and 1 patent. She has  had received 

Gandhian Young Technological Innovation Award in 2018 from the President of 

India at Rashtrapati Bhawan for Nano Based Soil Conditioner for Agricultural 

Applications. She along with her team developed one iron oxalate chain which  
 

reduces the utilization of chemical fertilizer 10 times with 3 times increase in productivity. She is also 

associated with contract farming of red rice and mustard for last two years. She has also completed ACABC 

course by MANAGE-Hyderabad. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

One Day National Workshop 
 

Intellectual Property Rights & Technology Transfer 

and Their Role in Promotion of Innovations 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Organized by 

 

DPIIT IPR Chair, Tezpur University  

In association with 

School of Basic Sciences,  

The Assam Kaziranga 

University, Jorhat & 

Innovation Facilitation Centre, 

NRDC, New Delhi  

 

 

Date: 4th March, 2022  

 

 



In order to celebrate the 75 years of Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav, an initiative of the 

Government of India, a National Workshop entitled “Intellectual Property Rights & 

Technology Transfer and Their Role in Promotion of Innovations” was conducted on 

4th March, 2022. Creation of awareness about the Intellectual property and related rights 

amongst the young innovators and researchers was the prime objective of this daylong 

programme. Along with the lectures of the IPR experts an innovative idea competition 

was also organized to encourage the students.   

 

The workshop was inaugurated by the Hon’ble Vice Chancellor of Assam Kaziranga 

University where, Dr. P.K. Mishra. Dr. Srihari Krishna, Registrar of Assam Kaziranga 

University, Prof. P Deb, DPIIT IPR Chair Tezpur University, Dr A. K. Srivastava, 

Manager & Coordinator, Innovation Facilitation Centre, NRDC, New Delhi and Dr. 

Jaynata K Sarmah, Dean School of Basic Sciences, addressed the participants in the 

inaugural programme. In addition to the senior members from both the institutes, 135 

participants participated in the programme.  

 

Photo: Screenshots of the inaugural sessions 

 

The first technical session of the programme was composed of two invited lectures. The 

first lecture was delivered by Prof. Pritam Deb, DPIIT Chair Professor IPR Cell, Tezpur 

University. The title of his lecture was “Innovation: Analyzing its position in the IP 

landscape”. In his hour long talk he gave a brief introduction about “What is IPR?” and 

then entered to the subject by explaining different types of Intellectual Properties in 

details. He also emphasized on the role of a higher education institution for the 

development of a self-sustainable IP ecosystem.  

 

 
Photo: Deliberation of Prof. P. Deb, DPIIT- IPR Chair Professor 



The second lecture of the session was delivered by Dr. A. K. Srivasatva, Manager & 

Coordinator, Innovation Facilitation Centre, NRDC, New Delhi. The title of his lecture 

was “Promoting Innovations-Transforming Lives”.  Dr. Srivasatva particularly 

focused on the topic innovation and mentioned how innovation can lead to the 

formation of different Intellectual Properties (IPs). He also mentioned the role of 

NRDC in providing supports to the innovators for getting their deserving IP rights.   

 
 

Photo: Deliberation of Dr. A. K. Srivasatva, Manager, NRDC, New Delhi 

 

 

The second technical session of the programme was an Innovative Idea competition, 

where total 12 students and researchers from the Assam Kaziranga University, Tezpur 

University and neighboring Institutes have participated and presented their 

Innovations. The innovations were assessed on the basis of novelty, ingenuity in the 

innovation, scientific and technical achievements, Improvements over existing 

Innovation, patentability and their social applicability in the present scenario by the 

committee comprising of Prof. P. Deb, DPIIT IPR Chair Professor, Tezpur University 

and Dr. A. K. Srivasatva, Manager, NRDC, NewDelhi.   After going through all the 

innovative idea presentations, three Innovators were selected by the committee and 

recommended for the awards.  INR 4000.00, INR 3000.00 and INR 2000.00 from 

Tezpur University have been given to the winners as the prize moneys against the first, 

second and third prize respectively.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo: Brochure and schedule of the programme 

List of the participants who participated in the Innovative Idea competition   

 

 

SL 

No. 
 

 

Name Institute Topic 

1 Meenakshi 

Talukdar 

Physics (Tezpur 

University) 

Biodegradable flexible packaging 

material -One step towards 

better environment 

2 Ishani Dutta CHEMISTRY 

(KU) 

Automatic blade swinging ceiling 

fan for easy 

cleaning 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3 Dr. Koushik 

Saikia 

IPR cell (Tezpur 

University) 

Dense assembly formation of iron 

oxide NPs for developing high 

efficient MRI contrast agent 

4 Kishor Kalita Phy (KU) Highly Effective Transparent 

Conducting Substrate 

5 Monika Sharma Dept of Physics 

(Tezpur 

University) 

Smart phone based Remote 

Controlled Device for Collection 

of Oil from the Oil spill on land 

6 Abhinav Borah B. Tech CSE (KU) Smartphone Assist Identification and 

recognition of orchids available in 

NE using Deep Learning Techniques. 

7 Angshuman 

Barpujari 

B. Tech CSE (KU) Indoor navigation system 

8 Roktim Kamal 

(Group) 

 

B. Tech CSE (KU) Identification of Assam Monuments 

with its 

historical details using DL 

9 Madhulekha     

Gogoi 

MSTD (CSIR 

NEIST JORHAT) 

Xeuj as MRI contrast agent for 

clinical veterinary 

application 

10 Akshoy Gogoi SCHOOL OF 

BUSINESS (KU) 

Wagging Tails 

11 Nipan Saharia MSc. Mathematics 

(KU) 

Predicting stock market 

direction 

with 

'FutureTrade' 

12 Biplob Porashar, 

Mridushri Borah, 

Kousik Bharali 

and Urbie Konwar 

Chem (KU) Preparation of Magnetic 

concrete (Magment Technology) 

from iron based waste material 



About the Speakers 

 

 

Prof. Pritam Deb 

 

Prof. Pritam Deb holds position of DPIIT-IPR Chair Professor in Tezpur University 

(Central University). He is a nationally recognized scholar and teacher in the fields of IPR, 

Patent, PCT and Trade secrets. He has been constantly providing technical supports 

guiding the innovators and creators for creating and securing an IPR conscious ecosystem. 

Besides teaching technical nuances to the students enrolled for the courses on IPR, he has 

also been working for initiating many industry academia research collaborations as part of 

the efforts initiated for creating a Pro-Industry research platform in the University. He did 

his Ph.D. in Nanoscience from Jadavpur University and post doctorate from TU Delft. His 

research achievements include nine patents and two software copyrights, besides 125 

research papers in reputed journals. He spearheaded many innovative IPR activities in 

Tezpur University campus --Best Innovative Idea Competition, IPR Quiz, IP Day Talk etc. He has 

provided effective and inspiring leadership by preparing and implementing strategies of IPR Policy 

objectives e.g. Creating IPR Awareness, Administration and Management of IPR, Human Capital 

Development. He has received many international and national awards and recognitions in his career. 

Recently, in recognition to significant contribution in innovation and technology development, he has 

been adjudged for the prestigious Visitor's Award conferred by the President of India for Technology 

Development for the year 2020.He also held a number of visiting and honorary positions, including 

the Max Planck Fellow of Max-Planck-Institutfür Eisenforschung, Germany, APS-IUSSTF Professor 

at Rice University, USA etc.  

 

Dr. A. K. Srivasatva 

 

Dr. Ashish Kumar Srivastava is presently working as Manager at National Research 

Development Corporation, New Delhi, which is an enterprise of Department of Scientific 

& Industrial Research under the Ministry of Science & Technology, Government of India.  

Dr. Srivastava is co-ordinating the prestigious NRDC National Meritorious Invention 

Awards Programme and setting-up of NRDC-Innovation Facilitation Centres. He is 

member of several Committees of NRDC, constituted to run various Programmes of the 

Corporation. He has more than 10 Years of valuable experience in the field of Technology 

Transfer, Sourcing & assessing of various Technologies and dealt technologies emanated 

from premier research institutes of the country in Agribiotech, Biotechnology, Medical 

Science, Biopesticides & Biofertilizers. He is instrumental in commercialization of some of the 

important technologies through NRDC. He is also associated with two programmes of NRDC for Start-

ups that is, NRDC SEED FUNDING and Technology Development, Validation and 

Commercialisation Program (TDVC). 
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A  brain stroming session on “prospects of 

protecting indigenous Ginger varieties of 

Assam using tools of IPR” was organised on 

11 March, 2022 at Tezpur University under 

the aiges of DPIIT-IPR Chair to discuss 

various scopes for protecting regional 

bioresouces from facing unfair competition in 

the market and find out ways to give visibility 

and authentication in the national and 

inernatonal market though tools of IPR. 

Farmers groups practicing Ginger cultivation 

in various parts of the state participated in the 

programme. 

The welcome address was delivered by the DPIIT-IPR Chair Professor, Dr. Pritam Deb where he informed 

the participants about the genesis of the initiatives designed by the TUIPR Cell to protect indigenous bio 

resources. Though various examples he asserted the importance of the present  programme.  Dr. Juri B. 

Saikia, Reseach Assistant in the TUIPR Cell briefly introducted the theme and concluded by giving the  

Vote of thanks to the invited 

participants and the Experts. She also 

acknowledged support from the Tezpur 

University  Administration and the 

DPIIT for organizing the programme. 

This was followed by a brief 

introduction of the farmers and the 

invited experts. A brief discussion was 

also held on the challenged faced by the 

farmers during cultivation and 

marketing of the ginger crop in their 

local markets. The discussion continued 

informally during  the Tea Break. It was 

followed by a group  

Photo: DPIIT-IPR Chair Professor, Dr. P.Deb during welcome address 

Photo: Mr. P.K. Bhairappanavar, from  GI Registry, Chennai during technical session -I 

Photo: Shri Dharmendra Das during the technical session -II Photo: Felicitation of Shri Dharmendra Das by Prof. P.Deb 

 



  

 

 

Photo: Dr. Ranjan Kumar Bhagobaty during the technical session -III 

photography session outside the venue. The 

technical sessioin was initiated with the 

presentation from Shri.Prashanth Kumar 

Bhairappanavar, Senior Examiner at 

Geographical Indications Registry, Chennai 

(India). He deliberated on  Geograhical 

Indication Systems in India. Starting with the 

definition, he stated how GI is a common man’s 

IPR right having collective ownership that 

connects products with its place of origin. Its a 

community’s right. He discussed the scope of 

products that can be protected through GI. 

Photo: Felicitation of  Dr. Ranjan Kumar Bhagobaty by Prof. P.Deb 

He discussed five parameters for 

acertaining qualification of aprofuct as GI.  

These are geographical origin, linkage 

between the geography and the product, 

product’s reputation (local, national or 

international), historical origin/proof for 

establishing the product’s origin with the 

place, uniqueness and characteristics of 

the products. The presentation apprised the 

participants about the practice and 

procedures for applying Geographical 

Indications status for any product or good  

in India. Through various examples, he 

stressed upon the importance of having 

correct documents/hystorical records supporting the origin and continuous existence of the product in the 

given geograpgical area for a  long time. He also discussed about the irrepicable characteristics and qualities 

in a product  leading to the established  reputation as a unique product originationg from a particular locality 

or area. The concept of ‘Applicant’ and ‘Authorised User’ was also elaborately discussed under  the 

provisions of the Geographical Indications of Goods (Registration and Protection) Act, 1999. Various formal 

requirements were also discussed for filing the GI application. The supporting documents required for filing 

GI application for agricultural and non-agricultural goods were also discussed. Finally, the entire registration 

process was discussed. 

The second technical session was on “present status and future prospects of Indian Spices” presented by 

Shri Dharmendra Das, Deputy Director, Spices Board of India-Regional Office, Guwahati. In this session, 

the speaker started with brief history and functions of the Spices Board. While discussing about various spices 

cultivated in the North East region, he stressed upon the need to have a quality evaluation  lab with ISO 

standards in Assam to cater to needs of local farmers. He informed that there are 52 scheduled spices in India 

which are under the Spices Board. Other than Cardemom, rest of the 51 spices are under state departments 

and universities for issues related to development, post harvest improvement and exporation of domestic 

market.  There are around 109 spices in the world. Therfore, the farmers of NE region  have lots 

 



  

 

 

Photo: Presentation by Dr.Subarna Hajong, scientist, NBPGR, Shillong Station during  technical session-

IV 

Photo: Paticipants of the Brain Storming Session 

of  scope for  cultivating  

other spices. He discussed 

about various schemes  for 

financially supporting the 

farmers who cultivate spices. 

The speaker expressed 

concern on the dismal number 

of registered exporters from 

NE region and urged the 

farmers from Assam to get 

themselves registerd as 

exporters. He informed that 

India is a 

 

global leader in terms of spice production. Export of Spices contribute about 10% of the total foreign 

revenue earned by the country. He stated  that value addition of the spices may help the farmers get better 

price for their produce. Also, he stated  that being organic is itself a value addition and spices from NE 

region are organic by default as these are not grown as commercial crop like tea.  Mostly are part of the 

homestead garden, jhum cultivation or collected from wild as forest products. The farmers may concentrate 

on cultivating low volume high value spices for getting better financial output. Oil and oleoregins can be 

major consideration as these are  value added products that have high export demand. He apprised the 

gathered farmers that they may focus more on certain spice crops which have high demand like Chilli, 

Cumin, Mint, Spice Oils,Tuemeric, Ginger etc. Finally, the speaker expressed optimism on the upward 

surge of the spice exports during pandemic due to increased demand from the foreign consumers. He also 

stated  that  there is increased demand of spices from Pharmaceutical and Ayurvedic sectors, besides the 

regular demands from Neutraceuticals and Cosmetic industries. Thus, there is a huge demand for the spices 

from the region. He felt that farmers need to be more organised for cultivation and marketing. Finally, he 

urged the farmers to put more efforts on post harvest improvements as it increases the value of the spices 

considerably. He also requested them to take part in the export oriented quality improvement traning 

programmes conducted by the Spices Board to make their produce more suitable for exports. He mentioned 

about the market linkages created by the online and offline domestic Buyer-Seller Meets (BSM) and 

International Buyer-Seller Meets (IBSM). He informed the 



  

gathered farmers about the unique initiative from Spice Board for Young Enterprenures where Study Tour 

Training Programme are organised to provide the farmers with first hand exposure on the latest technical 

knowledge,  tecnologies, post harvest processing etc. through the elite traders and enterprenures identified  

from southern states which are considerd the Spice Hub. 

This discussion was followed by the presentation on “Need for GI Registration of  Indigenous  Ginger 

varieties of Assam ” by Dr Ranjan Kumar Bhagobaty, Ex-Scientist, Quality Evaluation Laboratory, Spices 

Board, Kochi and presently Chief Research Scientist at Oil India Limited, Duliajan.  

Dr Bhagobaty started with a historical perspective on nomenclature of commercial Ginger 

(Zingiberofficinale Roscoe) by English botanist William Roscoe who named the plant Zingiber after the 

Sanskrit word ‘ Singabera’  which meant  ‘horn-shaped’ due to the protrusions on the typical ginger 

rhizome. The Greek name for Ginger is Zingiber which in similar sounding to the  Tamil name ‘Inchiver’, 

clearly indicate that Greek merchants conveyed these articles and their names to Europe from India. The 

usage of the Assamese name for fresh ginger ‘Aada’ can be related to the ancient Indian name of ginger 

‘aardrakam’. He explained that based on the usage there is a subtle difference between a ‘Spice’ and a 

‘Condiment’  and generally, spices are food ingredients mainly used to season a food dish during its 

preparation. In contrast, condiments are mainly used at the dining table to enhance the dish.Ginger is used 

both as a ‘Spice’ and a ‘Condiment’  in the world. He informed the august gathering that it is a matter of 

great pride that India is one of the largest producer of Ginger in the world and India’s North-Eastern region 

accounts for more than 50% of India’s total ginger production. Assam in particular has a unique 

agroclimatic character that imparts high commercial value to ginger varieties originating in the region. 

These characters are high Ginger oil and Ginger Oleoresin which fetch premium price in domestic as well 

as global spice processed products markets. Stressing upon the need for having GI registration for 

indigenous ginger cultivars from Assam Dr Bhagobaty provided a chronology of scientific research carried 

out by various organizations in India for popular and important ginger varieties of Assam. Dr Bhagobaty 

concluded by urging TUIPR to take the lead  for  GI registration of  indigenous ginger cultivars of Assam 

specifically Moran/ Maran Ginger in association with stakeholders i.e the indigenous ginger variety farmers 

/ growers  of Assam.  

The forth and final technical session was on “Protecting Indigenous Bio-Resources” by Dr.Subarna 

Hajong, Scientist, Economic Botany & Plant Genetic Resources, ICAR-National Bureau of Plant Genetic 

Resources, Regional Station-Shillong. In her presentation, she talked about the existence of rich  genetic 

resources in the North Eastern states, but also expressed concern on the genetic erosion  of the traditional 

crop varieties due to the development of less diverse but  improved varieties. She discussed various 

scientific approaches to conserve the the palnt genetic diversity.While discussing various facors causing 

plan genetic erosion, she mentioned the adverse impacts of jhum cultivation and unmindful collection of 

forest produce on the genetic diversity. She discussed the importance of conserving plant genetic resources. 

Finally, she concluded by stating the role of NBPGR for conserving the plant genetic resources. She further 

elaborated on the importance of “Community Seed Banks”. To give encouragement to the farmers for 

conserving genetic diversity, she gave reference of a successful community seed bank in the Chizami 

Village in Nagaland.  

The forth technical session was followed by an interaction session with the farmers where the farmers were 

encouraged to share their concerns and problems while cultivating and marketing of traditional ginger 

variety. The programme finally concluded with reading out of the conclusions drawn from the deleberations 

made by the speakers and the participants. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

About the Speakers 

 

 

 

 

 

Glimpses of Expert- Participant  interaction 



 

 

 

 

 

Dr Ranjan Kumar Bhagobaty : 

Dr Ranjan Kumar Bhagobaty, Chief Research Scientist, R&D Department, Oil India Limited (OIL), 

Duliajan a post-graduate in Microbiology from Aligarh Muslim University, Aligarh, did his Doctoral 

studies in the field of Microbial Biotechnology from North-Eastern Hill University, Shillong. Prior to 

joining OIL, he was working as Scientist-B (Microbiology) in the Quality Evaluation Laboratory of 

Spices Board of India (Ministry of Industries & Commerce, Govt. of India) in Kochi (Cochin). He  
 

has authored many research articles in peer reviewed, SCI indexed, scientific journals and is a recognised Reviewer for 

journals like Journal of Microscopy & Ultrastructure and Fungal Biology (Elsevier). His research Interests include Applied 

Industrial Microbiology, Biodegradation of Xenobiotics/Hydrocarbons, Bio-prospection of microbes for novel molecules and 

biofuels. 

Dr. Subarna Hajong: 

Dr. Subarna Hajong received her Ph.D degree in Botany (Plant Biotechnology Laboratory) from North 

Eastern Hill University, Shillong, Meghalaya in 2013. She worked on “Biochemical Studies and Effects 

of Photon Flux Densities on In Vitro Establishment of Mycorrhizal Association in Dendrobium 

chrysanthum Wall. ex Lindl.”under the supervision of Prof. Pramod Tandon and Prof. Suman Kumaria 

during her Ph.D. In July 2013, she joined Applied Mycology Laboratory, Dept. of Botany,University 

 of Delhi and worked under the DBT-RA program of the Department of Biotechnology, Government of India, under the 

supervision of Prof. Rupam Kapoor. She is currently working as Scientist at ICAR-National Bureau of Plant Genetic Resources, 

Regional Station, Shillong. Her current research interest includes genetic diversity of Coixlacryma-jobiand other potential and 

underutilized crops of NE India and management and conservation of plant genetic resources of NE India. She has published 

several research papers in both national and international peer reviewed journals.  

 

Shri Prashanth Kumar S. Bhairappanavar: 

Prashanth Kumar Bhairappanavar is presently working as Senior Examiner of Geographical Indications 

at Geographical indications Registry, Chennai (India), he got selected as an Examiner of GI through 

UPSC and has been with the department from 2008. He has examined more than 750 GI Applications 

and 11000 GI Authorised User Applications. He has a Degree of Bachelor of Arts and Law from 

Karnataka University, India. He enrolled as an advocate on the Roll of Bar Council of  

 
 

Karnataka in 2005 and worked as a senior consultant with the Law firm WinLexis, Legal Consultants (Corporate), in 

Bangalore from 2005 to 2008, in the IPR wing relating to trademarks and geographical indications. 

Shri Dharmendra Das 

Presently working in the capacity of Deputy Director in the Board and taking responsibilities 

and accountabilities for development and export promotion of Spices Industry of NE region. 

A dynamic professional with more than 19 years of experiences in Spices Industry of India 

and hascontributed immensely towards the development of Spices sectors in NE region as 

well as Socio-Economic Development of the region.  
  



 

 

 

 

 

Celebrating Azadi ka Amrit Mahaotsav 

as  

Brain Storming on prospects of protecting indigenous Ginger 

varieties of Assam using tools of IPR  

Organized by  

DPIIT-IPR Chair at TUIPR Cell, Tezpur University 

Detailed Programme  
 

Date:    11.03.2022 (Friday)    Venue:Video Conference Room, Deans’ 

Building, School of Engineering 

TIME PROGRAMME 

9.30 AM —10.00 AM Registration 

10.00 AM—10.30 AM Welcome Address by Prof. P.Deb, DPIIT-IPR Chair Professor, 

TUIPR Cell, Tezpur University 

Vote of thanks by Dr Juri B. Saikia, Research Assistant, TUIPR Cell, 

Tezpur University 

10.30 AM —11.00 AM High Teaand Group Photo session 

11.00 AM—1.30  PM TECHNICAL SESSION  

11.00 AM—11.40 PM Session A: Presentation on “Geograhical Indication Systems in 

India” by Mr. Prasanta Kumar Bhairappanavar, Senior 

Examinar, GI Registry, Chennai. 

11.40 PM—12.20 Noon Session B:Presentation on “Present status and future prospects of 

Indian Spices” byShri Dharmendra Das, Deputy Director, Spices 

Board of India-Regional Office, Guwahati. 

12.20 Noon—1.00 PM Session C: Presentation on “ Need for GI Registration of  

Indigenous  Ginger varieties of Assam ” byDr. Ranjan Kumar 

Bhagobaty, ExScientist-B (Microbiology), Quality Evaluation 

Laboratory, Spices Board, Head Office, Kochi and presently Chief 

Research Scientist at Oil India Limited, Duliajan  
1.00 PM—1.30 PM Session D: Presentation on “protecting indigenous bio resources” 

byDr.SubarnaHajong, Scientist,Economic Botany & Plant Genetic 

Resources,ICAR-National Bureau of Plant Genetic Resources, 

Regional Station- Shillong 

1.30 PM -2.00 PM Interaction with the participants and way forward. 

2.00 PM - 3.00  PM LUNCH 



ONLINE CERTIFICATE COURSE ON PRIOR ART SEARCH AND PATENT 

SPECIFICATION DRAFTING 

MARCH 21-25, 2022  

Gujarat National Law University in collaboration with Tezpur University, Assam inaugurated 

an online certificate course on prior art search and drafting of patent specifications. The 5-day long 

course is designed with a view to imparting essential knowledge about relevant patent laws, teaching 

how to search for prior art before filing a patent application, and giving practical training on how to 

effectively draft patent specifications. The course is open to participants from all fields. 

 

Day 1: Inaugural Session and Briefing 

 

The online certificate course began with an inaugural session. In the welcome address Professor 

Dr. Pritam Deb, DPIIT  IPR Chair of Tezpur University, underscored the importance of patents, the 

strongest form of IP rights, in the protection and promotion of commercially scalable, sustainable 

innovative efforts that seek to offer solutions to technical problems. 

 

Professor Dr. S. Shanthakumar, Director of Gujarat National Law University, briefly 

commented on the pros and cons of prior art search, highlighting that it is a strategic decision that is 

taken by companies before filing their patent applications. 

  

Professor Dr. Dhruba Kumar Bhattacharyya, Pro-Vice Chancellor of Tezpur University, 

emphasized that drafting patent specifications requires special training and the online certificate course 

is designed to enable the participants acquire those skills. 

 

The orientation session was conducted by Mr. Krishnam Goyal, (EQE Candidate, LL.M., 

Engineer, Registered Indian Patent Agent) and Vidushi Goyal who mentioned the various non-academic 

and academic career prospects related to patents. 

 

Lastly, Mrs. Ilanangai, IPR Consultant, a registered patent agent, provided an overview of what 

topics will be covered during the course. She also highlighted that the course will provide hands-on 

experience on the drafting of patent specifications. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Day 2:  

Resource Person: Prof. Dr Tapas Bandyopadhyay Metallurgical and Materials Engineering, IIT 

Kharagpur 

Brief Bio-note: 

Highlights of the Session: The resource person explained the concept of patent 

· The first day of the five-day session started with Mr T.K Bandyopadhyay. The speaker of the first 

session started the session, “Introduction to Patents and Patent Filling Process”, to understand the 

jurisdiction and legal basics of patents. He mentioned that there is no definition of property. In India, 

we have the TTA(transfer of property act), which deals with tangible property, just as countries like the 

UK have a personal property act for in-tangible entities. In the technological and science domain, a 

patent can be considered the exclusive right, right and liability discourse. A patent is an exclusive 

right which prevents the third party from making, selling and using any patented product. A patent is 

not a perpetual right. It is a limited period, right lasting for 20 years. A patent right is a territorial right. 

The one who obtains the patent rights is known as a patentee, and to obtain the patent rights, one has to 

register the product at the patent office. However, the right here is considered the perpetual right. The 

exclusive right for the patent owner in respect to the Intellectual Property Right is considered as ‘right 

in rem’. Similarly, when a patent right is transferred to the others, a contractual right. Section 48 is 

transcribed into a negative right, and in section 14, it is drafted as a positive right. He also talked about 

public property, as it has no rival. Information in a patent is like a public good in the public domain. 

The information in the field will further help in furthering the knowledge and can be the inspiration for 

new inventions. The criteria for the patent are that it has to be unique (Section 13), have inventive steps 

and have Economic significance. Invention means a new product or process involving an inventive step 

and capable of Industrial application. Innovative steps mean a feature of an invention that involves 

technical advancement compared to the existing knowledge or has economic significance. That makes 

the invention not obvious to a person skilled in art. The section 3 of the patent act, the morality is not 

patentable Inventions that are not patentable:  

Frivolous or contrary to well established natural laws 

The gravitational law is well known to all and cannot be patentable. The mere discovery, a current trend, 

or a natural occurrence is not patentable. 

o Contrary to law or morality or detrimental to public health.  

o Scientific principle or formulation of abstract theory 

o Substance by mere admixing 



o Method of agriculture/ horticulture 

o Method of treatment of human beings, animals 

o Invention on traditional knowledge. He mentioned that traditional.  

o Computer program per se, integrated circuit, mere scheme or rule. The hardware cannot be patented, 

but under the purview of technical advances, it can be patented infused with efficacy and performance. 

  

Section 31 and 32 say a publication anywhere in the country is considered for India's patenting. If it is 

communicated to the learnt society, it can be patented. It should be allowed to be public before it gets 

patented. The public is beyond private, and the known community is not defined, but it can be the 

reviewers. Another question is, if two parties with similar products claim the patent, what can be done? 

The speaker talks about the application date, and it shall decide the authenticity of the claims made. 

  

Requirements for Patentability:  

Novelty- no prior art in India, in the world. He mentioned three Novelty to be considered, and one is 

territorial Novelty, where there is no prior art in India, absolute Novelty no prior art in the whole world. 

Then there is the mixed Novelty, some forms of prior arts which may not be available in the country. 

o Prior Art (Prior Knowledge) DKDL library and the documentation of traditional knowledge. How do 

you consider the beyond reasonable doubts? It motivates the inventor to make some modifications. 

o Inventive step- not apparent to the person skilled in the art 

o Problem solution approach 

o Teaching suggests a motivating approach 

o Industrial application: capacity to be used in industry. The industry is repeatable—the advantage of 

Industry inventions. 

The speakers spoke on the court cases: whether oral disclosure leads to loss of Novelty. It is a fact that 

a patent related to a laser apparatus used to alter the shape of the cornea to correct myopia, hyperopia 

and astigmatism. 

  

· Understanding of a Patent document  

· Section 3 and 4 of the Indian Patents Act, 1970 (Non-Patentable Inventions) 



· Types of Patent Applications 

· Patent Filing Process 

  

The Session two of the day 1 began with the Resource Person, Ms P. Ilanangai, IPR Consultant 

Registered Patent Agent, addressing the participants and some highlights of the session on:  

· Significance of Prior Art Searches  

· How to Search Prior Art  

· Classification Systems 

· Where to search 

· Practical Session  

The speaker talked about ideas that must be checked whether it is patentable the proceeding with the 

inquiry of the already existing subsections 3 & 4 of the Indian Patent Act. Prior art search is to be 

checked as huge information is available on e-sites that are significant players in a particular field. 

These solutions are cheaper and effective but cannot be claimed as patentable. She felt the need for 

questions that should be raised to find the patentability of an invention. Hence, the prior art search works 

as a mechanism to figure out if the product is novel and inventive. She told me to list out the elements 

in the invention, and if all the essential elements exist in a prior art search, then the design lacks Novelty 

as the design is mainstream. By crucial elements, the speakers meant the things without which one's 

framing of possible combination of keywords. And to find alternative terms must be used, such as 

botanical name, local name, and global common name. These names, in return, enable one to improve 

one's invention. She also mentioned that search could not be limited to patent websites alone. Non-

patent literature has to be checked, as well as other public domains. Before filing the patent application, 

no publication should be done as any idea can be novel and inventive. One should also refrain from the 

exhibition in close groups and on social media platforms. The time frame for filing a patent should be 

12 months since the presentation of one's invention is an exhibition (science/government conduction 

programmes). She spoke on the challenges faced as a patent search agent and the task of doing patent 

work. The innovation should be competitive enough to withstand counters. And if this idea satisfies all 

criteria, one can apply for a patent and then continue with prior art search and completion of the 

innovation within the next 12 months. Patent laws are territorial, but Novelty must be new to the world.  

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Day 3: 

On the 

3rd day 

of the 

online 

course 

on 

“Prior 

Art 



Search and Patent Specification Drafting”, the speaker Ms. P Ilanangai began her address by 

highlighting the importance of patents and patent specification. The patent system is designed to 

encourage inventions that are beneficial for the society. It grants the inventors an absolute monopoly 

right for a period of 20 years to make profit from their inventions. While disclosing the invention 

benefits the society, protecting it benefits the inventor. Hence, patent drafting is the first step in 

protecting a great idea. 

However, it is quite a challenge to completely describe one’s invention in a patent application. Notably, 

the technical solution provided by one’s invention should be unique and non-obvious to anyone skilled 

in the art related to the field of the invention. This necessitates one to be careful in describing one’s 

invention, especially highlighting how it is different from other products in the same field. Furthermore, 

some inventors are hesitant to reveal all the features and functionalities of their inventions, desiring to 

preserve those as trade secrets. However, such deliberate non-disclosures are not allowed for in the 

patent system. 

Ms. Ilanangai then introduced the topic of patent specification, which is also known as disclosure. A 

patent specification is a techno-legal document, which conveys to the public the complete information 

of one’s invention and what protection one claims over that invention. Hence, a patent specification 

contains the body, which deals with the invention, and the claims, which deal with the monopoly rights 

one has chosen to obtain from that invention. Therefore, for filing a patent application, it is imperative 

to fully disclose one’s invention along with the best method for performing the invention. If the 

disclosure is not complete, in the examination report an objection can be raised based on ‘insufficiency 

of disclosure’, which can ultimately lead to a rejection of grant of patent. 

Patent specification drafting are of two type– provisional patent specification drafting and complete 

patent specification drafting. After filing a provisional specification, one gets 12 months to complete 

one’s invention and file a complete specification in relation to it. Along with Application Form 1 and 

other documents accompanied with the prescribed fees for patent registration, one also has to submit 

the provisional or complete specification in Form 2. The first page of Form 2 contains the title of the 

invention; the name, address and nationality of each of the applicants; and the preamble to the 

description. If a provisional specification is filed, the preamble will be, “the following specification 

describes the invention. In case of a complete specification, the preamble is, “the following specification 

particularly describes the invention and the manner in which it is to be performed.” The description of 

the invention commences from the second page. 

Provisional specification is called a temporary application. It is filed when the invention is still 

undergoing experimentation. It is a broad and brief disclosure of an invention in a written form. Notably, 

it is a permanent and independent scientific-cum-legal document where no amendments are allowed. 

Futuristic aspects expected from an invention can also be included in a provisional specification. 



However, if a futuristic aspect was not achieved ultimately, then it can be left out from the complete 

specification. A provisional specification should also indicate whether one’s invention is a product, a 

process or both. The various sections to be included in a provisional specification are: title of invention; 

field of invention; background art; summary of invention; brief description of drawings (if necessary); 

and claims (optional). At this stage, summary of invention includes the objectives and advantages of 

the invention, or its alternative embodiment. If the invention is of a mechanical/electrical nature, then 

it is preferable to submit one or two drawings along with the provisional specification. In India, it is not 

mandatory to provide any claims in one’s provisional specification. However, in countries like 

Singapore, it is compulsory to include at least one broad claim in one’s provisional specification. It is 

also noteworthy that a provisional specification cannot be filed in case of a divisional, conventional or 

PCT national phase application. 

Ms. Ilanangai also spoke about the advantages of filing a provisional specification. To begin with, it 

enable one to claim a priority date over other all other applications that would possibly be filed in 

relation to similar inventions being developed at the same time. However, the specification needs to be 

drafted carefully with adequate details about the invention. Thereafter, the applicant gets 12 months to 

not only complete his/her invention, but also ascertain its marketability. The applicant can then file a 

complete specification. However, the complete specification has to be filed within 12 months from the 

date of the filing of the provisional specification in relation to the same invention. Hence, one’s 

complete specification claims priority from the provisional specification filed for the same invention. 

However, the patent will not be granted if the provisional specification is not followed by the complete 

specification within the stipulated time period of 12 months. Furthermore, the filing of a patent 

application or a provisional specification enables one to use the tag ‘patent pending’ on one’s products. 

In addition, it is less expensive to prepare and file a provisional specification. It even enables the 

applicant to file international applications and claim priority within the 12 months. However, a complete 

specification should not contain any new subject matter that falls outside the scope of the provisional 

specification related to the same invention. 

Complete or non-provisional specification is a techno-legal document that contains the full scientific 

details pertaining to the invention, along with the claims to the patent rights. Such a specification should 

describe the invention in its entirety, including its operation and the best known method to perform the 

invention. One cannot submit any false information in the patent specification. Only those results which 

one has achieved in relation to one’s invention can be cited in the patent specification. The various 

sections in a complete specification document are: title of the invention; field of the invention; 

background art including citations of the prior art; objects of invention; summary of invention; brief 

description of drawings; detailed description of the invention with reference to accompanying 

drawings/flowcharts; claims; and abstract. Complete specification can be filed in two ways– subsequent 

filing and direct filing. The former is the case when a complete specification is filed within 12 months 



subsequent to the filing of the corresponding provisional specification claiming the priority date. The 

latter is the case when a complete specification is filed directly in the first instance with the patent 

office. 

After having described the two types of patent specification drafting, Ms. Ilanangai showed the 

participants two patent documents, practically demonstrating the structure of a provisional specification 

and a complete specification respectively. Thereafter, she delved into a detailed explanation on how to 

draft the title of an invention, the field of an invention, the background art, and objects of the invention. 

The title of an invention should be precise, meaningful and sufficiently indicative of the inventive 

feature. As per the Patents Act and Rule, it should normally consist of no more than fifteen words. The 

title should not include the inventor’s name, the word ‘patent’, words in languages other than English, 

abbreviations like ‘etc’, and fancy expressions such as ‘novel’, ‘intelligent’, ‘smart’ etc. Words which 

cannot be defined clearly should not be included in any section of provisional and complete 

specification. While talking about how one should draft the title of an invention, Ms. Ilanangai also 

explained that a patent can be filed for a product, a process, or both. She even provided practical 

examples for each of the three types of patent. 

Ms. Ilanangai further explained that while drafting the title of an invention, one has to analyze whether 

the invention is a product, process, or both. Similarly, one also has to ascertain whether one is claiming 

a specific part of the invention or the invention as a whole. If the title is not adequately indicative of the 

specific inventive feature of an invention, then it can lead to an objection in the examination report 

which would, in turn, require the applicant to amend the title based on the Controller’s recommendation. 

The field of invention describes the scope and subject matter of an invention in a clear and better way. 

While drafting the field of invention, one should commence the description with a general statement 

indicative of the field to which the invention belongs. The advantages of the invention, the area of its 

application and its preferable use can be mentioned in this section. Statements like “the present 

invention relates to…”, “particularly the present invention relates to…”, and “more particularly, the 

present invention relates to…” should be used while drafting the field of invention. It is worthy of note, 

that the terminology of the title should be consistently replicated in other sections of the specification 

as well. For instance, if one chooses to title one’s invention as “banana slicer”, one cannot call it a “tool 

for slicing banana” while drafting the field of invention or any other section of the specification. 

The next topic Ms. Ilanangai addressed was background art. This section of a patent specification 

describes the state of art in the particular technical area to which the patent belongs. It states the 

disadvantages still accompanying the prior art solutions related to inventions in that specific field. Prior 

art refers to the scientific and technical information that exists before the effective date of a given patent 

application. Furthermore, the prior art should be available to the public in some form such as patents, 

technical publications, conference papers, marketing brochures, products, devices, equipment, 



processes and materials. One has to identify the closest prior art in relation to one’s invention, and 

explain what problems remain to be solved. While drafting a provisional specification, one or two 

paragraphs of background art is sufficient. However, while drafting a complete specification, it is 

mandatory to also provide the citations in the background section. In other words, one has to include 

both patent and non-patent documents and talk about the drawbacks in those prior art. It is imperative 

to study the competing art because many inventions try to offer different solutions to the same problem. 

Hence, it is necessary to ascertain that one’s invention provides the best solution compared with the 

other available alternatives. This will enable one to not only accurately identify the novelty in one’s 

invention, but also better exploit one’s idea in a commercially competitive market. It is noteworthy that 

there is no word restriction in the section of background art. However, it should be fairly short and 

provide an introduction about to field of invention. It should stick to the limitations of the prior art but 

not disclose the novelty of the proposed invention. One should also avoid criticizing the prior art and 

just provide a summary of it. Informal words and abbreviations should be avoided as well. This section 

should highlight the need for the present invention, without explaining how the proposed invention 

seeks to solve the given problem. It should also not delve into addressing the objectives of the invention. 

The next section following the background art is called objects of the invention. While drafting a 

provisional specification, all the objectives of a given invention will be covered under the section titled, 

‘summary of the invention’. However, while drafting a complete specification, the objectives are to be 

included under a separate section named, ‘objects of the invention’. The objects should clearly reflect 

the solution to the existing technical problem. The advantages of the invention can also be included in 

this section. Each and every object and advantage of the invention should be clearly stated in separate 

sentences. There are no word restrictions pertaining to this section. Ms. Ilanangai also provided 

examples of the format which has to be followed while drafting the objects of the invention. One must 

utilize sentences such as “the principal/primary object of the present invention is…”, “another object of 

the present invention is…”, “a further object of the present invention is …” etc.  

Ms. Ilanangai concluded the presentation with an interactive session, where the participants were asked 

to draft titles for some inventions based on the short descriptions provided to them. Following this 

practical exercise, the participants addressed their queries to the speaker. Some of the questions and 

their responses are given below. 

1) After the filing of a provisional specification, does one have to file both the corresponding complete 

specification and the international application within the same 12 months’ time? 

Yes, from the date of filing of the provisional specification, one gets 12 months’ time to file not only 

the complete specification, but also the international application. The complete specification takes its 

priority from the corresponding provisional specification. 



2) In some patent documents the drawing are attached in separate sheets and not a part of Form-2. Will 

this affect the acceptance of the patent document? 

No, that will not have any impact on the acceptance of the patent document. The drawings are meant to 

be submitted in separate sheets. While submitting an online application, the specification, the drawings, 

and the abstract have to be uploaded separately. During an offline submission, everything will be stapled 

together and submitted at the patent office. 

3) Can the shape and/or size of a product be presented as its novelty? 

Only shape and dimension do not play a major role in a patent specification. A patent specification 

gives more importance to the technicality and functionality of a novel invention. 

4) If one’s process of making something is different but the end result is the same, then will one have a 

right only on the process or also over the end result? 

Let us take the example of a ball. So, the ball is already available. Therefore, if the product is same but 

the method of making it is unique and inventive when compared with the existing methods, then one 

can only claim for the method of making. If there are any technical changes in that ball itself, then it 

also becomes novel and inventive. In that scenario, one can claim both the ball and the method of 

making it. 

5) Is it a better option to go with patent system or trade secret? 

Trade secret is a better option. For instance, KFC and Coco-Cola did not apply for a patent. They simply 

commercialized their product and kept the process of making it a trade secret. If one wants to retain 

something as trade secret, one cannot file a patent application. The monopoly rights conferred through 

the patent system lasts only for 20 years. After that the invention becomes part of the public domain. 

6) Under IP India, there are no rules regarding trade secrets. So, how will trade secrets be governed? 

In case of trade secret, it is understood that the inventor will keep it as a secret. So, unless and until the 

inventor chooses to share the trade secret with the public, it will remain so. There are no specific rights 

for trade secret. 

 

 





 

 

 

 



 

Day 4: 

The 4th day of the online certificate course on “Prior Art Search and Patent Specification Drafting” 

began with some insightful questions addressed to the first speaker, Ms. P Ilanangai. The queries ranged 

from trade secret protection to what makes any modified pharmaceutical product eligible for grant of 

patent. After answering the queries, Ms. Ilanangai proceeded with the first session of the day, beginning 

with a brief overview of divisional application and patent of addition. Ms. Ilanangai emphasized that a 

single patent application can deal with only one invention. In case a patent application contains more 

than one invention, then the applicant, either on his/her own accord or in response to the Controller’s 

objection in the examination report, can divide that application and file further applications in relation 

to those inventions already disclosed in the complete/provisional specification, at any time before the 

grant of the patent. Such an application is known as divisional application, as per Section 16 of the 

Patents Act, 1970. 

The main application containing more than one invention, and from which divisional applications 

relating to those already mentioned inventions have been derived, is called parent application. However, 

the priority of the divisional application is claimed from the main/parent application. Hence, in 

accordance with Reference Rule 13(2), along with the complete specification accompanying a 

divisional application, one has to give a specific cross-reference of the main application from which it 

has been divided. The particulars to be mentioned are: the date of filing of the parent application, the 

application number, and the title of the parent application. A divisional application is treated as a single 

application. Separate fees has to be paid for such an application and a separate application number is 

provided to it. The patentability of its subject matter is also examined separately prior to the grant or 

rejection of patent. 

An application for patent of addition relates to those inventions which constitute an improvement in, or 

a modification of the invention already claimed in the specification of the main patent, either granted 

or applied for. In accordance with Reference Rule 13(3), the complete specification of an application 

for patent of addition should specifically refer to the number of the main patent or the application for 

the main patent, whichever the case may be. Like in the case of divisional application, the cross-

reference particulars to be mention in an application for patent of addition are: the title of the main 

application, the national/international application number, and the international date of filing. Besides 

these details, an applicant also has to provide the subject matter of the main patent application, the 

improvements made on it, and the reason for making such improvements. Sections 54, 55 and 56 of the 

Patents Act, 1970 deals with patent of addition. 

Having illustrated both divisional application and patent of addition through different examples, Ms. 

Ilanangai then moved on to explain how a ‘summary of invention’ should be drafted for a patent 



specification. A summary of invention is provided before giving the details of the invention and the 

method for performing it. The statement should clearly describe the distinctly novel aspects of the 

invention for which protection is being sought. In case of provisional specification, the summary will 

include all the objects of invention. However, in case of complete specification, the summary will 

include the solution that the inventor has achieved, along with the different embodiments of the 

invention. Reference numerals, figures and examples cannot be provided in the summary section. These 

particulars can be mentioned in the section called ‘detailed description of the invention’. 

The next topic addressed by Ms. Ilanangai was ‘brief description of drawings’. This section of a patent 

application refers to all the figures in the ‘drawing’ part of the specification. A brief discussing is 

provided pertaining to the embodiments presented in each of the figures. Depending upon the 

technology, the drawings can be made using chemical or mechanical structures, charts, graphs, etc. The 

drawing, however, have to be provided in separate sheets. The drawings should not come in middle of 

the specification. Furthermore, the illustrations are to be done following a certain set of rules. They 

should be clear line drawings, with no descriptive portions. As per Rule 15, photographic and computer-

aided design (CAD) images cannot be submitted. The components of the drawings can be indicated 

using alphabets, numerals, or alpha-numerals. In all the figures, the components should have the same 

number and/or alphabet. The numbering of the components should be uniform throughout the 

specification, for they can be referred to in the detailed description of the invention, the abstract and in 

the claims section as well. However, in case of a flowchart, descriptions are allowed within the 

illustration. According to Rule 15 of Patents Act, 1970 the drawing should be made on standard A4 size 

sheets with a margin of 4 cm on top and left hand and 3 cm on bottom and right hand. Multiple figures 

can be presented on a single sheet. The drawings should be adequately large and clear, and dimensions 

are not to be marked on the drawings. Multiple A4 size sheets can also be used but they have to be 

sequentially numbered as follows: 

i) The name of the applicant in the left hand top corner. 

ii) The total number of sheets of drawing and the consecutive number of each sheet in the right hand 

top corner. 

iii) The signature of the applicant or his/her agent in the right hand bottom corner. 

Having shown an example of how figures should be depicted on an A4 sheet of paper, Ms. Ilanangai 

then continued with the next topic titled, ‘detailed description of the invention (with reference to 

drawings/flowcharts, if any’. This section of a patent specification describes in detail what the invention 

is, how it can be made and used, and what are the objectives or solutions that can be achieved by using 

the invention.  References to drawings and flowcharts can also be included in the description, wherever 

it is deemed necessary. The different components/parts of the invention have to be introduced, their 

inter-connection has to be described, and then the functionality of the entire invention also needs to be 



explained completely and clearly. Furthermore, the best known method of doing the invention is also 

to be included in the detailed description. Terms in other languages should be accompanied by their 

English equivalents. Vague terms, slang words and colloquialisms should be avoided. 

 In case of a biological material which is described in the specification but is not readily available to the 

public, then in accordance with the terms of the Budapest Treaty, such a biological material has to be 

deposited with the International Depository Authority of India, on or before the filing of the patent 

application. The two International Depository Authority centers in India are Microbial Type Culture 

Collection and Gene Bank (MTCC), Chandigarh and Microbial Culture Collection, Pune. According to 

Rule 13(8), the reference to such a biological material has to be made in the complete specification 

within three months from the date of filing. The particulars to be provided are: the name and address of 

the depository institution, and the date and number of the deposit of the material at the institution. 

Furthermore, the source and geographical origin of the biological material also has to be clearly 

mentioned in the specification. If a biological material is sourced from India, then one has to get the 

permission of the National Biodiversity Authority (NBA). 

The next sub-topic of Ms. Ilanangai’s presentation dealt with the framing of the ‘abstract’ section of a 

patent specification. She highlighted that from the ‘title’ to the ‘detailed description’– all the sections 

should be in continuous pages. Only the drawings, the claims and the abstract sections will be in separate 

pages. An abstract is a concise summary of one’s entire invention. It should commence with the title of 

the invention and not exceed 150 words. When the different components/parts of the invention are 

mentioned in the abstract, they should bear the same reference numbers ascribed to them in the 

drawings. The abstract can also include the chemical formula if it characterizes the invention. One has 

to mention the technical field to which the invention belongs, the problem the invention seeks to 

address, the solution provided by the invention, and the technical advancement one has come up with 

in regard to other similar inventions that also try to address the same problem. At least one figure that 

shows the entire invention has to be referenced at the end of the abstract. 

Ms. Ilanangai concluded the first session by showing some examples of objections raised in the 

examination reports of some patent applications. In such cases, the applicant can either provide 

justifications if he/she does not agree with the objection, or make necessary amendments as per the 

recommendation of the examiner. At the end of the first session, Ms. Ilanangai clarified some doubts 

related to patent of addition, addition of claims and mandatory referencing of a figure number in an 

abstract. 

The speaker for the second session was Indian patent attorney, Mr. Krishnam Goyal. His presentation 

was divided into three sections. The first section dealt with the procedure of filing for a patent in India. 

The steps involved in the process are: filing and publication; search and examination; issuance of 

examination report; defense against the objections raised in the examination report; subsequent 



examination reports (if any) or hearing; pre-grant opposition (if any); and the decision of the examiner. 

Mr. Goyal described each of the aforementioned steps with the help of an informative flowchart. 

Furthermore, he spoke about the various forms that one needs to fill up at various stages of the patent 

application. For instance, at the very beginning one has to fill up Forms 1, 2, 3, 5, 26 and 28; for an 

early publication, Form 9 needs to be filled; for examination request, Form 18 is to be filled; and for an 

expedited examination, Form 18A needs to be provided. Post-grant opposition can also be filed at any 

time before 12 months from the date of the grant of the patent. In addition, he also highlighted that after 

the grant of the patent, one has to fill up Form 27 every year, except the year on which the patent is 

granted. Through Form 27, one informs the Indian government as to how one’s patented invention is 

being commercialized in India. He further explains how this concept of commercializing one’s patented 

invention is linked to compulsory licensing. For if a patentee does not adequately commercialize an 

invention which can benefit the public, then a third party can apply for a compulsory license which 

would, in turn, enable them to commercialize the invention for a limited period of time. In extremely 

rare situations, the Indian Patent office can also revoke a granted patent if it is not commercialized. To 

avoid such scenarios, the filing of Form 27 is imperative. 

 The second section of Mr. Goyal’s presentation focused on the international patent system, especially 

the Patent Cooperation Treaty (PCT) route. Having explained the difference between an ordinary 

application and an international application, he then continues to elaborate upon the advantages of PCT 

route over the Paris convention route. To begin with, the PCT route provides an applicant with 30-31 

months for filing for patents in other countries; while the Paris Convention route only provides one with 

a time span of 12 months for doing the same. The PCT route is also more cost effective if one seeks to 

file for patents in not less than 4-5 countries. Since in the PCT route one’s application is examined by 

an international authority, one gets a fairly accurate idea of the patentability of one’s invention. The 

PCT route also provides the chance to fine tune one’s application through amendments which should, 

however, be with the scope of one’s original disclosure. After one’s international application is 

published at the international stage, one can then enter the various national phases based on that already 

published and finalized international application.  

In the third section of the presentation, Mr. Goyal explained the Indian Patent Agent Registration 

system. The statutory requirements need one to be an Indian citizen; to have completed 21 years of age; 

to hold a degree in science, engineering or technology from any university in India; and to pass the 

qualifying examination prescribed for the purpose. However, final year students of the aforementioned 

fields can also appear for the Indian Patent Agent exam before the completion of their degree course. 

The Patent Agent qualifying examination is divided into 3 parts. The first part contains 50-60 objective 

type questions. Those questions generally cover the Patents Act and the Rules. The second part is a 

drafting exercise. In the first question, one may be provided with the claims and the prior art, and asked 

to draft patent specification based on those given information. The second question will specifically test 



one’s skill in drafting claims. The third question is generally of a descriptive/interpretative nature. Those 

who qualify both parts 1 and 2 are eligible for appearing in part 3 of the exam, which is a viva-voce 

examination. At this stage, the Indian Patent Office Controllers and Examiners are present as the 

interviewers, and they ask question based on the Patents Act. After qualifying the examination, one can 

start practicing as a patent agent, helping corporates and individuals to file patents. 

After the conclusion of Mr. Goyal’s presentation, he addressed many questions posed to him by the 

participants. The queries ranged from pre-grant opposition period to qualification requirements for 

appearing in patent agent exam, and patent registration processes on both national and international 

levels. 

During the course of the two sessions, the speakers addressed many significant questions posed to them 

by the participants. Given below are the questions and the replies to them. 

1)    If Party A has a trade secret related to a process and Party B comes up with a similar process and 

chooses to patent it, then how can Party A protect his process? 

If it is a trade secret, it will not be possible for Party A to protect it. Unless one has any right over a 

product/process, one cannot claim any damages for infringement. If one feels one needs a patent 

protection for one’s invention, then one has to file an application for patent registration. In that case, 

one cannot keep one’s invention a trade secret. 

Furthermore, it is the concerned party’s decision to keep it (the product/process) as a trade secret. Until 

such time that the product/process can be kept as a trade secret, it will yield benefit for the concerned 

party. However, if another party, through either reverse engineering or individual creative effort, comes 

to know about the product/process the, in that case, there is remedy for the first party. Hence, some 

companies take the risk of going for patent registration of their products and/or processes, while others 

take greater risk by deciding to keep them as trade secret. 

2) How do pharmaceutical companies, producing products with similar compositions, protect them? 

In a patent application, one has to completely disclose every information related to one’s invention. In 

case of pharmaceutical products, it is imperative for the inventor to prove the efficacy of his/her 

invention compared to other similar products in the market. However, he/she cannot hide anything in 

relation to the invention in the patent application. Insufficiency of disclosure is taken as a ground for 

rejection of patent application. Therefore, if one wants to keep something as trade secret, then one can 

simply keep it a secret and commercialize the product. It is not possible for another party to come up 

with exactly the same product/process kept as trade secret, unless someone related to the first party and 

with knowledge of the trade secret reveals it to someone else. 



3) Does a simple addition/removal of certain compounds/elements in pharmaceutical products make 

them eligible for patent? 

A simple addition/removal of elements do not make a pharmaceutical product eligible for patent grant. 

The inventor has to prove that the efficacy of the product has greatly improved by such addition/removal 

in order to be considered eligible for patent grant. Furthermore, the product should have novelty, 

inventiveness and industrial applicability. Apart from that, it should not fall under non-patentable 

subject matter. Furthermore, a second and subsequent use of a known product is not a patentable subject 

matter. Discovery of any new characteristics of a known product is not a patentable subject matter. For 

instance, simply combining sugar and water to come up with sugar solution is not a patentable subject 

matter. One has to prove why the addition/removal was done. Due to that addition/removal, what 

technical advancement has been achieved? And without that particular addition/removal, what would 

have otherwise been the efficacy of the product? One also has to submit illustrations, specifications and 

test results in support of one’s contentions. 

4) How is a patent of addition different from voluntary amendment of claims of a patent? Is it possible 

to add claims to a patent instead of going for patent of addition after realizing that there could be 

additional claims? 

Addition of claims and improvisation on an invention are two completely different things. The two 

should not be confused with each other. Based on the subject matter of a patent application, one can 

add to the claims. But improvisation and modification of an invention is entirely different. Suppose one 

has invented a pen. Then that pen has been modified by the addition of a sensor or a light. In such a 

case, one has to file for a patent of addition for patenting the improved version of the pen. Also in case 

of patent of addition, only when the main patent application has been granted, then the improvisation 

on it will also lead to a grant of patent. 

5) What will happen if the parent application is rejected but a patent of addition, following subsequent 

improvisations, is ultimately granted? 

Even if it is an improvisation, if the main invention is lacking novelty and inventiveness, then how can 

an improvisation on it satisfy those criteria? Since it is an improvisation/modification of one’s main 

invention, only when the main patent is granted then the patent of addition is also granted. Furthermore, 

a patent of addition will not be examined unless the examiner is requested to examine the parent 

application. So, the patent of addition will not be accepted until and unless the main patent application 

is accepted. 

6) Is it mandatory to reference the figure within the abstract if an application has one? 

As per the rule, it is mandatory to reference a figure number within the abstract. Or else, it can be taken 

as one of the grounds for raising objection in the examination report. 



7) When does the pre-grant opposition period start? 

The Pre-grant opposition starts with the publication of the patent application by the Indian patent office, 

and it ends once the patent is granted. 

8) Many new inventors do not immediately think about also filing for patents in foreign countries. So, 

if they do not file for patents in foreign nations within the 12 months as provided by the Paris 

Convention route, will there be no remedy for them after? 

In such cases, we tell our clients, be they a start-up or an individual, to at least file a PCT application. 

This provides them with around 30 months’ time. During this period, they can strategize their business 

and think about whether they want to take their invention to other countries or not. Furthermore, for 

start-ups and individuals, the PCT system also provides cost benefits. There is 90% reduction in the 

filing and examination fees if one isn’t a large entity. It costs only around 20-30 thousand rupees for a 

start-up/ an individual to file for a PCT application at an international stage. So, during those 12 months 

one should file a PCT application. There is otherwise no remedy as such, but in India, the Patents Act 

(1970) provides for post-dating of one’s application by 6 months. However, it is not very clear whether 

PCT will accept one’s post-dated application. 

9) Can online degrees fulfil the eligibility criteria for becoming an Indian Patent Agent? 

It is not important whether the degree was obtained through an online/offline course. What matters is 

whether the institution that is awarding the degree is established and is recognized by the UGC. If that 

is so, then the degree, be it online or offline, should meet the eligibility criteria. However, it is the sole 

discretion of the Patent Office whether they will accept the degree or not. 

10) Is an M.Sc degree necessary for appearing in Indian Patent Agent exam? Will an integrated B.Sc 

LLB degree be sufficient for the purpose? 

If one has a B.Sc degree, it is not necessary for them to have an M.Sc degree as well to appear for the 

Indian Patent Agent exam. An integrated B.Sc LLB degree will also meet the eligibility requirement 

for appearing in the aforementioned qualifying exam. 

11) When an application through PCT, do we call it PCT application? If it is done through Paris 

Convention, is the application then called conventional application? 

Let’s say one has filed an application in India and then also wants to file an application in the US. 

Within 12 months, if one files an application in US directly, it will be called a conventional application 

in the US. In this case, the route taken will be that provided by the Paris Convention. 



However, if one files a PCT application, it will be called an international application. When based on 

that international application one files for patent in various countries, those applications on the national 

level are called national phase applications. 

12) If one files a patent application in India first and then goes for a conventional application in the US 

or any other country, and one has also applied for expediting the process in the Indian system, then that 

time lag of 12 months will be allowed to the applicant or not? 

Even if one has expedited the process and acquired the patent in India, the time lag of 12 months will 

still be allowed to the applicant for filing Paris Convention or PCT applications. The grant of the patent, 

or the refusal of it, does not affect the timeline. 

13) If one files multiple applications in multiple countries at the same time, but expedites the process 

in one single country and not in every other country, then will this affect the patent registration in the 

other countries or not? 

No, it will not impact the patent registration in other countries. This is because patent registration is 

very much limited to one jurisdiction. Even if one’s patent is granted in Europe or the US, it does not 

impact the patentability or the examination process in India or Japan or anywhere else. So, if one has 

expedited the process in the US that will not impact the process in Europe or any other country. They 

examine its patentability at their own pace and in accordance with their own patent act. 

14) According to the novelty clause, if anything is present in the public domain, then that is not 

patentable. So, if one is granted a patent in the UK, and within the stipulated time period also applies 

for a patent in India, then will take application be granted or not? 

If one has filed multiple applications for the same invention, then these applications will not affect the 

novelty and the inventive step of their own applications in any of the patent offices. This is because one 

has claimed priority and all these applications are linked to each other. So, let’s say one’s patent 

application is published today in India. Now, if the applicant also files in the US, then the US application 

will not be affected by the publication of the patent application in India. This is because one has the 

priority. However, it may happen that the different patent offices will cite different documents as prior 

art, in accordance with their standard of examination. For instance, the Indian patent office conducts its 

own search and finds 2 prior arts that are very similar to one’s patent application. At the same time, the 

USPTO may find 3 prior arts, and the EPO may find 4. So, it all differs according to one’s standard of 

examination. However, in the US and in India, one is required to inform the examiner of any new prior 

art that one is aware of. 

 

 





 

 

 

Day 5: 



On the 5th and last day of the online course on “Prior Art Search and Patent Specification Drafting”, 

Ms. Ilanangai dealt exclusively with the topic of drafting claims in patent applications. Highlighting the 

significance of the claims section, she noted that patent rights exist only in the claims and not in any 

other section of a patent application. Therefore, she termed the claims section to be the heart of a patent 

specification. She emphasizes that a claim is a statement of technical facts expressed in legal terms, 

defining the scope of the invention sought to be protected. 

While describing the function of a claim, Ms. Ilanangai commented that it should talk about the solution, 

and not dwell on the problem or the objective. Furthermore, the claims should define the scope of one’s 

invention with conciseness, precision and accuracy. It should also cover every aspect of one’s invention 

so as to provide the widest possible protection. A patent application can have ‘n’ number of claims. 

However, the Indian government allows for 10 claims. Beyond that number, one has to pay additional 

fee for each of the claims. Claims can be sub-divided into two major types– Independent and dependent 

claims. An independent claim should specify the essential elements needed to define the invention, the 

interconnection of those elements, and the technical features of the invention that are essential for the 

technical effect. A patent specification can have more than one independent claims. The independent 

claims are broader than the dependent claims. The latter are more narrowed down claims and provide 

further description of one or more elements mentioned in the independent claims. However, both 

independent and dependent claims should have a single novel inventive step. 

Furthermore, Ms. Ilanangai emphasized that a claim can be related to either a product or a 

process/method. In the former case such a claim is termed ‘product claim’; and in the latter case it is 

called ‘process/method claim’. While a product claim deals with a structure, device or system, an 

apparatus or composition of a product, article, etc; a process claim covers the step-by-step method used 

for performing the mechanical, chemical or electrical inventions. Ms. Ilanangai illustrated her 

arguments by discussing various examples of the independent and dependent claims, and product and 

process claims. 

In addition, Ms. Ilanangai cautioned against the framing of claims in extremely broad terms. For, this 

increases the possibility of one’s claims’ encroachment on subject matter already available in the public 

domain. Similarly, one’s claims should not be exceedingly narrow. This, on the other hand, will increase 

the risk of potential infringement of one’s invention. Therefore, an ideal drafting commences with broad 

claims which then develop towards claims that are narrower in scope.  Ms. Ilanangai also focused on 

the minute details related to the drafting of the claims. She noted that one must always use the present 

continuous tense in describing the inventive steps. Only clear words should be used and the claims 

should be made in one single sentences. Furthermore, she stated that the claims should start in a fresh 

page after the section titled, “detailed description of the invention”. The claims need to be serially 

numbered as well. The subject matter of the claims should be based on the subject matter of the 



specification. Therefore, the terminology utilized in drafting the claims should be consistent with that 

used in other sections of the patent specification. 

Ms. Ilanangai also commented on the structure of a claim. She highlighted that a claim can be divided 

into three parts, namely, the preamble, the transitional phrase and the body. For better understanding of 

the participants, she had used different colours to distinguish the three parts of a claim. The preamble 

of a claim is an introductory phrase that identifies the category of the invention. It is advisable to keep 

the preamble consistent with the title of the invention. In addition, it should begin with the phrase “I/We 

claim”. The transitional phrase is the next part of the claim and it stands between the preamble and the 

body. There are two types of transitional phrases– open-ended and closed-ended. Open-ended 

transitional phrases are inclusive. They expand the scope of the claim by allowing for other elements or 

limitations. Examples of open-ended transitions are “comprising”, “comprises”, “having”, 

“containing”, “characterized by”, “characterized in that”, etc. Closed-ended transitional phrases limit 

the claim to nothing more than the elements that are specifically cited. Examples of closed-ended 

transitions are “consisting”, “consists”, and “composed of”. The body follows the transitional phrase.  

It introduces and describes each of the elements/steps of the invention. It also delineates how the 

elements cooperate with one another structurally, functionally or physically. It covers the essential 

features that distinguish one’s invention from the prior art. The body can be composed in the form of a 

single paragraph or sub-paragraphs. Phrases such as “wherein”/ “whereby” can be used in the body to 

further define a structure or provide a function associated with a given structure. 

Furthermore, a patent claim cannot be a mere list of the various parts of an invention. It must explain 

how the different parts exist in relation to one another. If not described properly, such a claim can get 

rejected. In addition, Ms. Ilanangai also underscored the importance of following the proper claim 

punctuations while the drafting of the claims. She next spoke on the significance of using the correct 

antecedent basis for each of the elements cited in a claim. When the elements are first cited, the 

indefinite articles “a” and “an” ought to be used. Thereafter, the elements can be referred to by using 

the definite article “the” or “said”. Furthermore, words such as “about” and “approximately” can be 

used in the claims wherever deemed necessary. However, negative expressions such as “not of uniform 

thickness” and relative words like “better”, “taller”, etc. should be avoided. She also advised that when 

one has both a product and a process, one should first finish with the product claim and then begin the 

process claim. 

Ms. Ilanangai concluded her presentation by citing some interesting examples of patented inventions. 

She underlined the fact that patents are not just for major technological breakthroughs. It also applies 

to small, incremental inventions that seek to address specific day-to-day problems. After her 

presentation, Ms. Ilanangai address some queries related to title of invention, abstract and summary of 

invention, and field of invention. 



The valedictory note was delivered by Dr. Pritam Deb, DPIIT IPR chair of Tezpur University. He 

thanked Dr. Annamma Samuel, DPIIT IPR chair of Gujarat National Law University, the various 

speakers, the participants and the organizing team members for making the workshop a success. Dr. 

Deb expressed his hope that more such informative workshops related to IPR will be organized in the 

future. Following the valedictory address, the participants spoke about their learning experience in the 

workshop. From their comments it could be inferred that they had found the workshop to be highly 

productive and relevant to their courses. The participants also found the practical exercises given during 

the workshop to be extremely fruitful. Most of them hoped that offline workshops of such kind would 

also be organized in the future. One of them also suggested the need for a workshop dedicated only to 

prior art search. 
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Creating awareness about Intellectual Property Rights amongst the police personnel can assist them in 

handling cases relating to IPRs in their day to day activities. In order to provide guidance in 

strengthening the enforcement mechanism of IPRs, TUIPR Cell has taken out a capacity building 

campaign at Police Training College Assam, Dergaon by organising a national level daylong workshop 

entitled “Capacity building for Enforcement and Adjudication of IPR” on 25th March, 2022. The 

programme was cordially organized by the instituted DPIIT IPR Chair at Tezpur University in 

association with the Cell for IPR Promotion and Management (CIPAM), New Delhi and Police Training 

College Assam, Dergaon. This daylong programme was organized as a part of the celebration of “Azadi 

Ka Amrit Mahotsav” where ninety seven (97) police personnel from four Training schools of the college 

participated to enrich themselves with various shades of IPRs.        

The programme was started with a welcome speech from Shri Debasish Sarma (APS), Principal of the 

Police Training College Assam, where he introduced the subject IPR to the participants and also put his 

views on the importance of the programme in the present day’s scenario of ever increasing market of 

pirated products. He concluded his inaugural speech by appreciating the effort of DPIIT IPR Chair, 

Tezpur University for taking this initiative of organizing such a timely programme.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo: Group photos of the organizers with participants 

Dr. Koushik Saikia, Research Assistant, TUIPR Cell then gave welcome to the present senior police 

personnel and the participants from the police training college in the programme.  He mentioned that it 

was a long awaited programme for the TUIPR Cell. He let the participants know how the Cell had been 

planning to organize this programme realizing the need to build the capacity of the enforcement agency 

like police for efficient implementation of IPRs.  In his welcome speech he also mentioned the role 

Tezpur University IPR Cell in promoting and creating awareness among the various IP creators, 

innovators in different parts of the region by physically reaching them.     

Shri Mainul Islam Mandal (IPS) DIGP, Police training college Assam in his welcome address 

mentioned the power of inventions in the development and evolution of human civilization. He also 



stated the relevance of this programme to the police community and made the participants realized how 

they are integral part of the IPR system.     

 

 

 

Photo: Prof. P. Deb, DPIIT IPR Chair professor, Tezpur University (in left) and Shri Mainul Islam Mandal, DIGP 

(in right) while delivering their welcome speeches.  

 

The inauguration session was concluded with the welcome speech of Prof. Pritam Deb, DPIIT IPR 

Chair Professor, Tezpur University. In his inaugural speech, he conveyed sincere thanks to all the 

participants and the Police Training College authority for proving supports and help in organizing the 

event. He also mentioned how TUIPR Cell had realized the importance of IPR enforcement long back 

in 2012 and organized programme with Mr. J. N. Choudhury IPS, then Director General of Police, 

Assam along with other dignitaries of senior Police officials and Judicial officers. 

The first lecture of the Technical Session was delivered by Prof. P. Deb. In his lecture he introduced all 

the types of Intellectual Properties to the gathering and emphasized particularly on the part of the IPRs 

regime where the responsibilities of police force come. He specifically mentioned about the types of 

infringements related to copyright, trademark and Geographical Indication (GI) etc. He also urged on 

the issues of Gamucha, Muga Silk etc. and mentioned what are the measures we should take through IP 

protection to intact the pure form of these cultural identities of the state and at the same time earn the 

economic benefit.  He thanked the DIGP and Principal of the Police Training College for showing 

interest in inclusion of IP related courses in the academic training syllabus of the college.      



 

 

 

 

 

Photo:  Prof. P. Deb, DPIIT IPR Chair Professor, Tezpur University while delivering his lecture (top- left), Shri 

Dhirendra Singh, Senior Associate, United IPR, New Delhi while delivering his lecture (top- right), participants 

of the programme (bottom-left) and Prof. P. Deb while interacting with the participants (bottom-right)      

 

The second and last technical lecture was delivered by Shri Dhirendra Singh, Senior Associate, United 

IPR, New Delhi, who was joining the program on behalf of the CIPAM, New Delhi. In his lecture, he 

encompassed the area on legal aspects of IPRs. He explained the importance of different IPs and their 

protections for the benefits of creators and the society. His lecture was centered on the characteristics 

of Trademark, Industrial design and copyrights and how these can be protected under the Indian Laws. 

He also mentioned the responsibilities of police forces to develop sustainable IPR ecosystem.    

The daylong programme was concluded with the vote of thanks of Inspector Shri Sibado Singpho. In 

his concluding remark he gave sincere thanks to the TUIPR Cell for organizing such an important and 

timely programme. He thanked the authority of the training college for providing logistic support and 

permission to carry out the event. He sincerely thanked the resource persons for being present and 

delivering their talks even after their tight schedule. At the end, he thanked all the participants for their 

presence and active participation in the programme.                



 

The print media coverage of the event in Assamese: 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       Photo: Ganadhikar, Assamese daily, dated 27th March, 2022 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo: Aamar Asom, Assamese 

daily, dated 27th March, 2022 

Photo: Doinik Barta, Assamese daily, dated 27th March, 2022 
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About the Speakers: 

Prof. Pritam Deb 

Prof. Pritam Deb holds position of DPIIT-IPR Chair Professor in Tezpur University 

(Central University). He is a nationally recognized scholar and teacher in the fields 

of IPR, Patent, PCT and Trade secrets. He has been constantly providing technical 

supports guiding the innovators and creators for creating and securing an IPR 

conscious ecosystem. Besides teaching technical nuances to the students enrolled 

for the courses on IPR, he has also been working for initiating many industry 

academia research collaborations as part of the efforts initiated for creating a Pro-

Industry research platform in the University. He did his Ph.D. in Nanoscience from 

Jadavpur University and post doctorate from TU Delft. His research achievements 

include nine patents and two software copyrights, besides 125 research papers in 

reputed journals. He spearheaded many innovative IPR activities in Tezpur University campus --Best 

Innovative Idea Competition, IPR Quiz, IP Day Talk etc. He has provided effective and inspiring 

leadership by preparing and implementing strategies of IPR Policy objectives e.g. Creating IPR 

Awareness, Administration and Management of IPR, Human Capital Development. He has received 

many international and national awards and recognitions in his career. Recently, in recognition to 

significant contribution in innovation and technology development, he has been adjudged for the 

prestigious Visitor's Award conferred by the President of India for Technology Development for the 

year 2020.He also held a number of visiting and honorary positions, including the Max Planck Fellow 

of Max-Planck-Institutfür Eisenforschung, Germany, APS-IUSSTF Professor at Rice University, USA 

etc.  

 

 

Mr. Dhirendra Singh 

Mr. Dhirendra Singh is an excellent attorney specializing in Intellectual Property 

Rights. With around 4 years of experience of practicing at boutique IP firm and 

as an in-house counsel for FMCG giant Dabur, Dhirendra’s expertise extends to 

the entire cycle of IP (i.e. prosecution, opposition, litigation of contentious 

matters, enforcement and licensing). Although his focus is trademarks, 

copyrights and designs; he has also advised on several ancillary laws like Legal 

Metrology Act and Indian Contract Act. 

 

As a pro-bono initiative, Dhirendra has also assisted in conducting training 

sessions on IPR laws and has delivered lectures on brand identification techniques to the Custom 

Authorities at various ports of India." 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


