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Course Objectives

e To understand and analyze community as a dynamic entity
e To comprehend the concept, context and strategies of community work
e To develop commitment to the cause of the people on the margins

Learning Outcome:

e Able to develop sensitivity and awareness about complexities, and specificities of
various communities

e Able to understand the ideological orientations of various community work models
and interventions

e Able to demonstrate understanding context, concept and strategies of community
work

COURSE CONTENT
Unit I: Community Work: Concept, History and Contexts

e Introduction to Social Work in the Community

¢ Introduction to Community Organizing - Context

e Historical Development of Community Organization Practice

e Indigenous approaches to community work - Gandhi, Vinoba, Ambedkar and others
from North east

Unit II: Fundamentals of Community Organization

e Community organization- Theories
Critical theory, Feminist Perspectives, Civil society Perspectives, Postmodern
Perspectives

e Self, and the Community Organizer — Reflection, Clarity

e C(iritical Organizing Frame Works — Rothman’s Models, Mondros and Wilson’s
Models, Alinsky Tradition, The Educational Method’s of Paulo Frierie

e Skills, Roles in Working with Communities

Unit III: Community Organization Practice

e Addressing Social Exclusion through Community Organization
e Community work with people on the margins - Dalits, minorities and adivasis/tribals



e Designing community interventions : Tools- Community analysis, participatory
Approaches, - use of PLA, LFA, Problem analysis, Stakeholder analysis,

Unit IV- Community Organization Practice in the North east India

e Identity, Ethnicity and Community in the North east India

e History of Community Organization Practice in North east India — Srimanth Sankardev
Movement, Community Work and Christian Missionaries, Tribal Movements

e Community Organization in North east India — Current Scenario

Textbooks:

Pyles, L.(2009). Progressive Community Organizing : A Critical Approach for a Globalizing
World, New York and London : Routledge.

Weil, M., Reisch,M., and Ohmer, M.L. (Eds.). (2013). The Handbook of Community Practice,
Thousand Oaks, CA : SAGE Publication.

Siddiqui, H.Y.(1997).Community Organisation in India. New Delhi: Harnam.

Hardcastle, D. A., Powers, P. R. &Wenocur, S.(2004). Community Practice: Theories and
Skills for Social Workers. New York: Oxford University Press.

Additional Readings:

Andharia, J. (2009). Critical Exploration of Community Organization in India. Community
Development Journal, VO1.44,No.3, July 2009.

Baines, D., (Ed.). (2011). Doing Anti-Oppressive Social Work (2nd ed.). Winnipeg, MB;
Fernwood

Bishop, A. (2002). Becoming an ally: Breaking the cycle of oppression in people. (2nd ed.).
Halifax, NS: Fernwood.

Henderson, P. & Thomas D.N. (Eds.). (1981). Readings in community work. London: Allen
and Unwin.

Lee, J.LA.B. (2001). The Empowerment Approach to Social Work Practice: Building the
Beloved Community (2™ ed.). New York: Columbia University Press.

Rothman, J., J.L. Erlich and J. Tropman (Eds). (1995). Strategies of Community Intervention:
Macro Practice. Itasca, Illinois: Peacock Publishers.

Teater, B. and Baldwin, M. (2012). Social Work in the Community: Making a Difference.
Bristol: The Policy Press.

Weil, M. (Ed,) (1996). Community Practice: Conceptual Models. New York: The Haworth

Press Inc.



