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Course Objectives 

 

• Understand the nature, scope and significance of research in social work practice. 

• Develop competence in conceptualizing, designing and implementing research using methods 

and techniques. 

• Understand the nature and application of alternative research paradigms in a practice 

profession like social work. 

Learning Outcome: 

 

• Develop research attitude and aptitude in basic research process 

• Conceptualize, design and develop researchable problems in a systematic and 

scientific way 

•  Identify researchable area/topic in social work 

 

COURSE CONTENT 

 

Unit I: Foundation of Social Work Research  

 

• Meaning of research; Types of research 

• Scientific method: Nature and characteristics, application of scientific method to the 

study of social phenomena. 

• Social Research and Social Work Research: Meaning, nature and its significance. 

• Similarities and differences between Qualitative and Quantitative research paradigms 

Unit II: Research Process  

• Steps in research process; Research design and Types  

• Research Problem: Identifying the research Problem ;Formulation of Research 

problem 

• Concept of Hypothesis – Role and Formulation of Hypothesis  

• Sampling design: Concepts, characteristics and types of sampling, limitations of 

sampling. 

• Sources, Methods and tools of data collection.  

• Data processing, data analysis and interpretation 

• Writing research reports: Guidelines for presenting tabular data and visual 

Representations, Interpretations of Results  

Unit III: Research Approaches, Techniques and Conduct  

• Approaches to Qualitative Research: Ethnography, Narrative, Phenomenological, 

Grounded Theory, Case Study, Content Analysis and Discourse Analysis 

• Participatory rural appraisal: Principles, methods and application  

• Research Ethics 

• Plagiarism: Styles of referencing, citing and paraphrasing 
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