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Learning Outcomes based Curriculum Framework for Ph D in Sociology 

 (Program Structure and Syllabus of Coursework) 

 

 

1. Preamble 

 

The PhD program is a five year long academic program that spreads over ten semesters with 

an aim to cultivate and nurture the spirit of scholarly engagement among learners with a 

sociological perspective. The program begins with a rigorous course-work component 

followed by guided research in close association with a supervisor. The coursework includes 

core courses that orient learners towards a deeper engagement with theoretical perspectives 

and methodological issues in the discipline of sociology complemented by the elective 

courses reflecting the contemporary debates in specific domains of specialisation. The major 

part of the program is devoted to the process of planning and working towards developing a 

PhD thesis in the guidance of the supervisor and contribute to the advancement of knowledge 

in a specified domain. 

 
 

2. Introduction (The present need and the approach in the curriculum)  

The PhD program in the department was initiated in the year 2008 with a vision to initiate a 

process of deeper understanding of social processes and institutions. The program is geared 

towards developing among learners a rigorous methodological orientations and the aptitude 

to identify the gaps in existing research and, thereby, contributing towards the process of 

generation of knowledge in the disciplinary domain of sociology with a particular focus on 

Northeast Indian society. The syllabi of the PhD coursework, therefore, reflects the focus 

on theoretical, methodological, epistemic and ethical issues on one hand, and compliments 

it with an array of elective courses with specialisation in emergent areas of discipline. 
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3. Qualification descriptors for the graduates 

 

PhD graduate in sociology is expected to demonstrate a number of qualifications that include 

 

Knowledge & Understanding 

 

a. In-depth understanding of theoretical debates and methodological issues 

 

b. Cutting edge knowledge in specific domains 

 

Skills & T echniques 

 
1. The ability to use appropriate methodological approach for a specific research 

problem 

 

2. The ability to design appropriate tools for data collection and select applications for 

data analysis. 

3.  The ability to communicate the findings of research to the academic community 

and society at large. 

Competence 

 

1. Critical reading of texts, policy documents and reports and other sources and an 

engagement with the community through systematic process of fieldwork. 

2. Planning and designing of research with the help of appropriate tools and techniques. 

 

3. Technical writing for the academic community adhering to the norms of research 

ethics and communicating on socially relevant issues for a wider audience. 

 
 

4. Graduates Attributes  

 

The graduating student of the PhD program in Sociology is expected to reflect particular qualities and 

abilities of a learner which include not just their in-depth knowledge of the subject domain but 

also include the abilities of analytical and critical thinking that helps them to apply their 

knowledge in a given context. A PhD graduate is trained in the process of systematic pursuit of 
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advancement of knowledge through a synthesis of theoretical and methodological engagement 

in a defined area of research and effective communication of their understanding in different 

platforms. 

 

 

 

5. Program structure of the PhD Coursework 
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I. CORE COURSES 
2 4 8 

 

II. ELECTIVE COURSE (2 out of 7 offered) 
2 4 8 

 

III RESEARCH AND PUBLICATION ETHICS 
1 2 2 

Total 
  18 



 

 

 

6 Program Outcomes 

 
PO 1: The graduate acquires the ability of comprehensive and in-depth reading of 

the relevant literature and the capacity to review the same. 

PO 2: The graduate gains the ability to identify gaps in a specified domain of 

knowledge and formulate specific research questions. 

PO 3: The graduate develops the professional skills and techniques associated with the 

process of designing, selecting, and using appropriate tools and techniques of research 

using qualitiative and/or quantitative approach, and the ability to analyse primary and 

secondary data. 

PO 4: The graduate develops the capacity to engage in the process of knowledge 

generation in the subject domain, particularly in the context of north east India. 

PO 5: The graduate gains the ability of effective communication through academic 

and popular writing and other social engagements while adhering to the ethics of 

research. 
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7. Mapping of course with program outcomes (POs) 

 

 
 PO 1 PO 2 PO3 PO4 PO5 

SC 731 Theoretical 
Perspectives 

x x - - x 

SC 732 Research Methodology x - x - x 
SC 741 Urban Sociology x x - X x 
SC 742 Sociology of Mass 
Media 

x x - X x 

SC 743 Masculinity Studies x x - X x 
SC 744 Sociology and 
Public Policy 

x x - X x 

SC 745 Doing Ethnography x - x - x 
SC 746 Land, Livelihood 
and Agrarian Structure 

x x - X x 

SC 747 Gender, Community 
and State 

x x - X x 

*CPE-RPE Research 
and Publication 
Ethics 

- - - - x 

      

 

*Research and Publication Ethics is a UGC mandated course 
 

 

 

 

8. Evaluation plan: 
 

The program follows a comprehensive and systematic plan of evaluating. During the 

coursework period, the core and elective courses are assessed by respective course instructors 

as per the criterion developed by each of them in the beginning of the course. The assessment 

methods focus on a variety of competencies reflected in written assignments in the form of 

long essays or term papers, seminars and paper presentations, book reviews, and in pre-

announced written tests. After successful completion of the coursework, the scholars engage 

more deeply with the area of their identified research with supervisor and present their plans 

of research. A doctoral committee is constituted for every scholar to assist, guide and monitor 

the progress made by them through a progress seminar which is organised every semester. 

In this period the scholar engages deeply with theoretical and methodological debates in their 

area of interest and carry out their own study. The research work culminates in a dissertation 

that is assessed by three examiners, ie. supervisor and two external examiners. The 

assessment of the dissertation is followed by an oral defence evaluation by the candidate. 
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9. DETAILED SY LLABUS  

 

 

SC 731 Theoretical Perspectives                                     (L3 - T1 - P0 - CH 4 - CR 4) 

Course Outcome 

CO1: Ability to test the relevance of classical sociological theory in addressing social realities. 

CO2: Ability to critically question the epistemic foundations of western sociological theory. 

CO3: Ability to identify the relevant theoretical and apply the same to one’s area of interest. 

 
Unit I: Conceptualising Structure 

• Idea of Collective 

• Historical Materialism 

• Structuralism 

Unit II: Structure and Subjectivity  

a) Interpretative Sociology 

b) Phenomenology 
c) Symbolic Interactionism 

Unit III: Negotiating Agency and Structure 

a) Structure-Agency debate 

b) Power and subject formation 

Unit IV: Modernity and its Discontents 

a) Understanding modernity 

b) Postmodernism 

c) Decolonising Theory 

 

Reference Book(s)/Article(s) 

 

Baumann, Z. (2000). Liquid modernity. Cambridge: Polity Press. 
 

Beck, U. (1992). Risk society: towards a new modernity. Thousand Oaks: Sage Publishing. 

Blumer, H. (1986).Symbolic interactionism: perspective and method. Berkeley: University of 

California Press. 

Bourdieu, P. (1992). An Invitation to Reflexive Sociology. Chicago: University of Chicago 

Press. 

Connel, R. (2007). Southern theory: social science and the global dynamics of knowledge. 

Cambridge: Polity Press. 
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Douglas, M. (272). Purity and danger: an analysis of concepts of pollution and taboo. 
 

London: Routledge & Kegan Paul. 

Durkheim, E. (1895). Rules of sociological method. Chapters 1-3. New York: Free Press 

 
Foucault, M. (1995). Discipline and punish: the birth of the prison. New York: Vintage 

Books. 

Gerth, H. H. and C. W. Mills (1946). From Max Weber: essays in sociology. New York: 

Oxford University Press. 

Giddens, A. (1986). The constitution of society: outline of the theory of structuration. 

Berkeley: University of California Press. 

Goffman, E. (1956). Presentation of self in everyday life. New York: Anchor Books Gramsci, 

A. (2011). Prison notebooks. New York: Columbia University Press. 

Habermas, J. (1984). The theory of communicative action: reason and the rationalization of 

society Volume 1. Boston: Beacon Press. 

Harvey, D. (1991). The Condition of post-modernity: an enquiry into the origins of cultural 

change. Massachusetts: Wiley-Blackwell. 

Levi-Strauss, C (1974). Structural anthropology. New York: Basic Books. 
 

Marx, K (1867). Capital: a critique of political economy Vol 1. London: Penguin Books. 

 

Schutz, A. (1967). The phenomenology of the social world. Evanston: Northwestern 

University Press. 

Simmel. G. (1971). On individuality and social self. Chicago: University of Chicago Press. 

 
Turner, V. W. (1995). The Ritual Process: Structure and Anti-Structure. Oxford: Routledge 

Veena Das et al. (2000). Violence and subjectivity. Berkeley: California University Press. 

 
Weber, M. (2013). Economy and society. Volume 1. Berkeley: University of California Press. 

*** 
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SC 732 Research Methodology (L3 - T1 - P0 - CH 4 - CR 4) 

Course Outcome 
 

CO 1: To critically engage with the philosophical debates in social science research 

CO 2: To reflexively locate ones’ epistemological and ontological positions while doing 

research  

CO 3: To critically engage with the emerging methods of data collection & analysis and 

apply it in their research process 

CO 4: To design and conduct ethnographic research and social surveys 

CO 5: To address ethical issues in designing, conducting, and writing research reports 

 
Course Content 

Unit I: Philosophy and Approaches 

a) Epistemology and Ontology 

b) Objectivity and Subjectivity 

c) Feminist and subaltern critique 

d) Decolonising Methodology 

Unit II: Ethnography  

a) Meanings as Objects of Study 

b) Ethnographic Method and Writing 

c) Ethnographic Representation 

Unit III: Quantification in Social Sciences 

a) Statistics- Applications 

b) Descriptive and Inferential Statistics 

c) SPSS 

d) Statistics – Limitations 

Unit IV: Methods of Doing Research 

a) Ethics, Politics and Culture in Research 

b) Interviewing: Structured and Unstructured  

c) Case study, Life History, Oral Narratives, Visual methods 

d) Qualitative Data Analysis: Narratives, Conversational, Textual, and Visual Analysis 

e) Software for Qualitative data analysis 
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Reference Book(s)/Article(s) 

 

Alcoff, L., & Potter, E. (1993). Feminist epistemologies. New York: Routledge. Allaine, C 

and Malkki, L. (2007). Improvising Theory: Process and Temporality in Ethnographic 

Fieldwork. Chicago, IL: University of Chicago Press. 

Asad, T. (1979). Anthropology and the Analysis of Ideology. Man, New Series, 14 (4). 607-

627 

Behar, R., & Gordon, D. A. (1995). Women writing culture. Berkeley: University of 

California Press. 

Benton, T. and Craib, I. (2011). Philosophy of Social Science: The Philosophical 

Foundations of Social Thought. Basingstoke: Palgrave Macmillan. 

Clifford, G. (1988). "I-Witnessing: Malinowski's Children." In Works and Lives: The 

Anthropologist as Author. Stanford, CA: Stanford University Press, pp. 73-101. 

Clifford, J., In Marcus, G. E. (1986). Writing culture: The poetics and politics of 

ethnography: School of  American Research  advanced seminar. Berkeley:University of 

California Press 

Denzin, N. K., In Lincoln, Y. S., & In Smith, L. T. (2008). Handbook of critical and indigenous 

methodologies. New York: Sage. 

Giddens, A. (1993). New Rules of Sociological Method: A Positive Critique of Interpretative 

Sociologies. Stanford University Press 

Guru, G. and Sarukkai,S . (2012). The Cracked Mirror: An Indian Debate on Experience and 

Theory. New Delhi: Oxford University Press. 

Harding, Sandra; Hintikka, Merrill B. (1983). Discovering reality: feminist perspectives on 

epistemology, metaphysics, methodology, and philosophy of science. Holland; Boston: 

Dordrecht. 

Hugh, G. (2008). Ethnographic Research. In A Pluralist Guide to Qualitative Methods in 

International Relations. Edited by Audie Klotz and Deepa Prakash. New York, NY: Palgrave 

Macmillan. 

John, V.M. (1988). "In Pursuit of Culture." In Tales of the Field: On Writing Ethnography. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sandra_Harding
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Chicago, IL: University of Chicago Press. 

Keller, E.F. and Longino, H.E. (1996). Feminism and Science. New York: Oxford University 

Press. 

Letherby, G. Scott, J. and Williams, M (2013). Objectivity and Subjectivity in Social 

Research.London: Sage Publications. 

 
Miles, M.B. and Huberman, A.M. (1984). Qualitative Data Analysis: A Sourcebook of New 

Methods. Newbury Park, CA: Sage Publications. 

Myrdal, Gunnar (1969). Objectivity in Social Research. London: Pantheon Books. 

 Patel, S. (2017) Colonial Modernity and Methodological Nationalism in Sociology of India. 

Sociological Bulletin. 66(2). 125-144. 

 
Ray, R. and Radhakrishnan, S. (2010) The subaltern, the postcolonial, and cultural sociology. 

New York: Routledge 

Said, E. (1995). Orientalism: Western Conceptions of the Orient. London: Penguin.  

Smith, L. T. (2012). Decolonizing methodologies: Research and indigenous peoples. London: 

Zed Books. 

Walsh, A. (1990). Statistics for the social sciences: with computer applications. New York: 

Harper and Row 

***

https://www.routledgehandbooks.com/author/Raka_Ray
https://www.routledgehandbooks.com/author/Smitha_Radhakrishnan
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SC741 Urban Sociology                                            (L3 - T1 - P0 - CH 4 - CR 4)    

Course Outcome 

CO 1: Acquire an understanding of the various sociological perspectives on urbanization. 

 
CO 2: Be acquainted with the manifestations of urbanizations across the world. 

 
CO 3: To gain knowledge of the existing and emerging models of urban planning and governance. 

 
CO 4: Develop an understanding of the emerging cultural practices, concerns and challenges of 

urbanization. 

 
 

Course Content 
 

 

Unit I: Introduction  

 
a) Historical Perspective 

 
b) Chicago School 

 
c) Critical Perspectives 

 
Unit II: Contextualizing Urbanization  

 
a) Global North 

 
b) Global South 

 
c) Indian context 

 
Unit III: Urban Planning and Governance 

 
a) Governance Models 

 
b) Urban Planning and Policy 

 
c) Emerging Models 

 
Unit IV: Contemporary Urban Issues and Challenges 

 
a) New Cultural forms/practices 

 
b) Ecological Concerns 
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c) Emerging Challenges 

 
Reference Book(s)/Article(s) 

 

Ahluwalia, I.J., Kanbur, R. & Mohanty, P.K. (Eds.). (2014). Urbanisation in India: Challenges, 

Opportunities and the Way Forward. New Delhi: Sage Publications 

Baud, I.S.A. &Wit, J.D. (Eds.). (2018). New Forms of Urban Governance in India: Shifts, Models, 

Networks and Contestations. New Delhi: Sage Publications 

Baviskar, A. 2011. ‘What the Eye Does Not See: The Yamuna in the Imagination of Delhi’ in Economic 

and Political Weekly, Vol. 46, No. 50, pp. 45-53. 

Bercegol, R. (2017). Small Towns and Decentralisation in India: Urban Local Bodies in the Making. New 

Delhi:Springer India.  

 
Chakraborty, S., Kumar, S. & Subramaniam, M. (2017). Safe City: Analysis of Services for Gender-Based 

Violence in Bengaluru, India. In International Sociology, 32(3), 299-322 

Datta, A. (2018). Postcolonial Urban Futures: Imagining and Governing India’s Smart Urban Age. In 

Environment and Planning D: Society and Space, 0(0), 1-18 

Gans, H.J. (2009). Some Problems of and Futures for Urban Sociology: Toward a Sociology of 

Settlements. In City &Community, 8(3), 211-219 

Han, H. (2019). Governance for Green Urbanisation: Lessons from Singapore’s Green Building 

Certification Scheme. In Environment and Planning C: Politics and Space, 37(1), 137-156 

Harvey, D. (2014). The Urban Experience. Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press 

 
Harvey, D. (2012). Rebel Cities: From the Right to the City to the Urban Revolution. Verso: New Left 

Books 

 
Idiculla, M. (2016). New Regimes of Private Governance: The Case of Electronics City in Peri-Urban 

Bengaluru. In 

Review of Urban Affairs, 51(17), 102-109 

 
Kulshrestha, S. K. (2018). Urban Renewal in India: Theory, Initiatives and Spatial Planning Strategies. 

New Delhi: Sage Publications 

Lefebvre, H. (1991). The Production of Space. Oxford: Basil Blackwell 

 
Long, J. & Rice, J.L. (2019). From Sustainable Urbanism to Climate Urbanism. In Urban Studies, 56(5), 

992-1008 Mahadevia, D. & Sarkar, S. (2012). Handbook of Urban Inequalities. New Delhi: Oxford 
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University Press. 

Mathur, N. (2010). Shopping Malls, Credit Cards and Global Brands: Consumer Culture and Lifestyle of 

India’s New Middle Class. In South Asia Research, 30 (3), 211-231 

Mukherjee, J. (Ed.). (2018). Sustainable Urbanization in India: Challenges and Opportunities, Springer 

Nature Singapore Pte Ltd. 

Mumford, L. (2009). The city in history: Its origins, its transformations, and its prospects. San Diego, 

Calif: Harcourt. 

 
Park, Robert. E., Ernest W. Burgess and Roderick D. Mc-Kenzie (Eds). (2019). The City. Chicago: 

University of Chicago Press. 

Parnell, S. & Oldfield, S. (Eds.). (2014). The Routledge Handbook on Cities of the Global South. London 

& New York: Routledge 

Patel, S. & Deb, K. (Eds.). (2006). Urban Studies: Oxford India Paperbacks. New Delhi: Oxford 

University Press 

 
Pierre, J. (1999). Models of Urban Governance: The Institutional Dimension of Urban Politics. In Urban 

Affairs Review, 34(3), 372-396 

Reid-Henry, S. & Sending, O.J. (2014). The “humanitarianization” of Urban Violence. In Environment 

&Urbanization, 26(2), 427-442 

Sassen, S. (2005). The Global City: Introducing a Concept. In Brown Journal of World Affairs, 11(2), 27-

43 

 
Simmel, G. (1903). The Metropolis and Mental Life. In Gary Bridge and Sophie Watson (Eds.) The 

Blackwell City Reader 2002, pp. 11-19. Wiley-Blackwell: Blackwell Publishing Ltd. 

Susser, I. (Ed.) (2002). The Castells Reader on Cities and Social Theory. Wiley-Blackwell Publishers. 

 
Tiwari, P. (et al.) (Eds.). (2016). Development Paradigms for Urban Housing in BRICS Countries. UK: 

Palgrave Macmillan. (Chapters 1 and 4). 

Weber, Max. (1978). ‘Chapter XVI. The City (Non-Legitimate Domination)’. In Economy and Society: 

An Outline of Interpretive Sociology. Eds. Guenther Roth and Claus Wittich. California: University of 

California Press. 

Wirth, L. (1938). Urbanism as a Way of Life. In American Journal of Sociology, 44(1), 1-24 

 
*** 
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SC742 Sociology of Mass Media                                             (L3 - T1 - P0 - CH 4 - CR 4) 

 
Course Outcome 

 
CO 1: Ability to explain the transformation in mass media from its earliest form to the present. 

 CO 2: Ability to dissect the interconnections between mass media, state and politics. 

CO 3: Ability to understand the working of mass media and make use of its services. 

 

 

Course Content 

 
UNIT I: Mass Media and Society: Interface and Transformation 

 
a) Message, Medium, and Audience/Readers 

 
b) Traditional Media, New Media, and Social Media 

 
UNIT II: Mass Media and Society: Approaches 

 
a) Semiotics 

 
b) Critical Theory 

 

c) Cultural Studies Post-modern 

 
UNIT III: Media, State, and Politics 

 
a) Media as Public Sphere 

 
b) Media Regulation 

 
c) Media and Politics 

 
UNIT IV: Mass Media in India  

 
a) Genealogies of State Media 

 
b) Private media and Consumerism 

 
c) Politics and Nationalism in Indian media 

 

 
Reference Book(s) / Article(s) 

 
Adorno, Theodor & Horkheimer, Max. (2002). Dialectics of Enlightenment: Philosophical 
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Fragments, Stanford University Press 

 
Ang, Ien. (1991). Desperately Seeking the Audience, New York:Routledge  

Barthes, Roland. (1999). Elements of Semiology, New York: Hill and Wang 

Baudrillard, Jean. (1995). The Gulf War Did Not take Place, Bloomington: Indiana University Press 

Baudrillard, Jean. (2017). Simulacra and Simulation, Michigan: The University of Michigan Press 

Benjamin, Walter. (1969). The Work of Art in the Age of Mechanical Reproduction, New York: 

Schocken Books Carey, James. (2008). Communication as Culture: Essays on Media and Society, 

New York: Routledge 

Curran, James (Ed.). (2010). Media and Society, London: Bloomsbury Publishing 

 
Dahlgren, Peter. (2000). Television and the Public Sphere: Citizenship, Democracy and the Media¸ 

London: Sage Publications 

Eric Bronner, Stephen and MacKay Kenner, Douglas. (1989). Critical Theory and Society: A Reader 

(Ed), New York: Routledge 

Fuchs, Christian. (2017). Social Media: A Critical Introduction, Los Angeles: Sage Publication 

 
Hall, Stuart, Dorothy Hobson et al (ed). (2005). Culture, Media, and Language, London: Taylor and 

Francis 

 

Hallin, Daniel C. & Macini, Paolo (Ed). (2012). Comparing Media Systems Beyond the Western 

World, Cambridge: Cambridge University Press 

Kashebar, Asha. (2006). Pop Culture India!: Media, Arts and Lifestyle, Santa Barbara, California: 

ABC-CLIO 

 
Kumar, Shanti. (2005). Gandhi Meets Primetime: Globalization and Nationalism in Indian Television, 

Chigago: University of Illinois Press 

Lebovic, Sam. (2016). Free Speech and Unfree News: The Paradox of Press Freedom in America, 

Harvard: Harvard University Press 

Lightenberg, Judith (Ed). (1995). Democracy and the Mass Media: A collection of essays, Cambridge: 

Cambridge University Press 

Lister, Martin; Dovey, John et al. (2009). New Media: A Critical Introduction, Routledge: New York 
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McCombs, Maxwell. (2014). Setting the Agenda: Mass Media and Public Opinion, London: Poly 

Press McLuhan, Marshal. (1994). Understanding Media: The Extensions of Man, Cambridge, MA: 

MIT Press Mehta, Nalin (Ed). (2008). Television in India: Satellites, Politics and Cultural Change, 

New York: Routledge 

Noam Chomsky & Edward S. Hersman, Manufacturing Consent: The Political Economy of Mass 

Media, The Bodley and Head: London 

Rajagopal, Arvind. (2001). Politics after Television: Religious Nationalism and Reshaping of the 

Public in India, 

Cambridge: Cambridge University Press 

 
Singhal, Arvind and M. Rogers, Everett. (2000). Indiaôs Communication Revolution: From Bullock 

Carts to Cyber Marts, New Delhi: Sage Publications 

Sinha, Dheeraj. (2001). Consumer India: Inside the Indian Mind and the Wallet, Singapore: John 

Wiley & Sons Somnath Batabyal.(2012). Making News in India: Star News and Star Ananda, Delhi: 

Routledge 

V. Nakassis, Constantine. (2016). Doing Style: Youth and Mass Mediation in South India, Chicago: 

University of Chicago Press 

Vilanilam, J.V. (2005). Mass communication in India: A sociological perspective, New Delhi: Sage 

Publications 

 
Wheeler, Tom. (2019). From Gutenberg to Google: The History of Our Future, Washington D.C.: 

Brookings Institution Press 

Williams, Raymond. (1962). Communications, London: Harmondsworth 

 

*** 
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SC 743 Masculinity  Studies (L3 - T1 - P0 - CH 4 - CR 4) 

 
 

Course Outcome 
 

CO 1: Critically engage with the theoretical approaches and the empirical contexts of 

performing multiple masculinities 

CO 2: To have dialogues with feminisms, sexualities and queer politics 

CO 3: Critically examine performance of masculinities in the margins and inclusive narratives 

emerging from diverse contexts 

CO 4: Critically engage with dominant as well as alternative masculinities in Indian contexts and 

the debates around it 

 

 
Unit I: Understanding Masculinities 

a) Masculinities as Ideologies and Performances 

b) Masculinity Studies: Dialogue with Feminisms, Sexualities and Queer Politics 
c) Modernity, Nationalism and Masculinities 

 

Unit II: Masculinities in the Margins  

a) Black Masculinities 

b) Gay Masculinities 

c) Trans Masculinities 

Unit III: Inclusivity and Heteroflexibili ty 

a) Becoming Queer 

b) Affective Masculinities 

c) Body and masculinity 

Unit IV: Contours of Masculinities in India  

a) Hegemonic and Toxic Masculinities 

b) Alternate Masculinities and trans communities 

c) The state and the Article 377 debate 

d) LGBTQAI+ Movements 

 
Reference Book(s)/Article(s) 

 

Anderson, E. (2009). Inclusive masculinity: The changing nature of masculinities. New York: 

Routledge. 

Banerjee, S. (2005). Make Me a Man! Masculinity, Hinduism, and Nationalism in India. 

Albany, NY: State University of New York Press. 

 
Butler, J. (1993). Bodies that matter: On the discursive limits of "sex". New York: Routledge. 

Chaudhuri, R. and Zaid -al-Baset (Eds). (2018). Men and Feminism in India. New York: 
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Routledge. 

Chopra, R, F. Osella, C. Osella (Eds.) (2004). South Asian Masculinities: Context of Change, 

Sites of Continuity. New Delhi: Kali. 

Connell, R. W. (1995). Masculinities. Cambridge, UK: Polity Press. 

Dasgupta, R.K. and Gokulsing, K.M. (Eds.) (2014). Masculinity and Its Challenges in India: 

Essays on Changing Perceptions. Jefferson NC: McFarland & Company. 

 Foucault, M. (1978). The history of sexuality. New York: Pantheon Books. 

 
Gottzén, L & Straube, W. (2016) Trans masculinities, International Journal for Masculinity 

Studies. 11(4). 217-224. 

Krishnaswamy, R. (1998). Effeminism: The economy of colonial desire. Ann Arbor: 

University of Michigan Press. 

Kulkarni M. (ed). Jain R. (Asso. Ed.). (2019) Global Masculinities. Oxon, New York. 

Routledge. 

 
Kumar, P. (2018). Desire, Violence and 'Pink Money’: Life of Kothis in a Small City of 

Western India. In Gita Chadha and M.T. Joseph (Eds). Re-imagining Sociology in India: 

Feminist Perspectives. Delhi: Routledge. 

Kumar, P. (2018). Queering Indian Sociology: A Critical Engagement. Explorations, E- 

journal of The Indian Sociological Society. 2 (1), 44-57. 

Maurice, B., Brian, W. and Watson, S. (Eds.) (1995). Constructing Masculinity. New York: 

Routledge. 

McCune, Q.J. (2014). Sexual Discretion: Black Masculinity and the Politics of Passing. 

Chicago: The University of Chicago Press. 

 
Merchant H. (2011) Yaraana: Gay Writing from South Asia. Penguin. 
 

Murphy, P. F. (2004). Feminism and masculinities. Oxford: Oxford University Press. 
 

Osella, F. and C. Osella (Eds.) (2006). Men and Masculinities in South India. London: 

Anthem Press. 

Connell, R.W. (2014) Margin becoming centre: for a world-centred rethinking of 

masculinities, International Journal for Masculinity Studies. 9(4). 217-231 
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Reeser, T. W. (2010). Masculinities in theory: An introduction. Chichester: Wiley- 

Blackwell. 

Sinha, Mrinalini (1995). Colonial Masculinity: The Manly Englishman and the Effeminate 

Bengali. Manchester: Manchester University Press. 

Srivastava, S. (ed.) (2004). Sexual Sites, Seminal Attitudes: Sexualities, Masculinities and 

Culture in South Asia. New Delhi: Sage Publications. 

Stryker, S., and Whittle, S. (2006). The transgender studies reader. New York: Routledge. 

Vanita, R. (Ed.) (2002). Queering India: Same Sex Love and Eroticism in Indian Culture and 

Society. London: Routledge. 

*** 

 

 

 
SC744 Sociology and Public Policy 

 
(L3 - T1 - P0 - CH 4 - CR 4) 

 
Course Outcome 

 
CO 1: Ability to define the concepts and theoretical perspectives related to policy research in the domain of 

sociology. CO 2: Ability to examine these concepts in the specific context of India. 

CO 3: Ability to apply their understanding and use it in the monitoring and evaluation study. 

 
Course Content 

 
Unit I: Contextualising Public Policy 

 
a) Issues and Approaches to the Study of Public Policy 

 
b) Understanding Sociology and Public Policy 

 
UNIT -II: Theories on Public Policy 
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a) Theoretical perspectives on public policy 

 
b) Ethics and Public Policy 

 

c) Social Norms 

 
UNIT -III: Power and Public Policy 

 
a) Political Power and Public Policy 

 
b) Agenda Setting in Policy Making 

 
UNIT IV: Monitoring and Evaluation  

 
a) Understanding Monitoring and Evaluation 

 
b) Policy Monitoring and Evaluation in Indian Context 

 

 

Reference Book(s) / Article(s) 

 
Anderson, J. E. (2006). Public Policy-Making: An Introduction. Boston: Houghton Anderson 
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SC 745 Doing Ethnography 
 

(L3 - T1 - P0 - CH 4 - CR 4) 
 

Course outcome 

 
CO 1: Capability to describe the concepts and approaches related to ethnographic study.  

CO 2: Ability to examine these concepts during their field study. 

CO 3: Ability to apply their understanding to various critical issues related to ethnographic 
research. 

 

 
Course Content 

 
UNIT I: Aspects of Ethnography 

 
a) Philosophy of Ethnography 

 
b) Changing Conceptions of Sociological and Anthropological Field Research 

 
UNIT II: Ethnography and Subjectivity  

 
a) Taking field notes 

 
b) Issues of subjectivity 

 
UNIT III: Writing Ethnography  

 
a) Identity and Ethnography 

 
b) Authorship 

 
c) Writing 

 
UNIT IV: Critical Ethnography  

 
a) Politics in Ethnography 

 
b) Reflexivity and Ethnography 
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Abu-Lughod, L. (2016). Veiled Sentiments. LA: University of California Press 

 

Agar, M. (2008). The Professional Stranger: An Informal Introduction to Ethnography. Bingley: 

Emerald 

Appadurai, A. (1991). Global Ethnoscapes: Notes and Queries for a Transnational Anthropology in Richard 

G. Fox, Ed. Recapturing Anthropology: Working in the Present. Pp. 191-210. Santa Fe, NM: School of 

American Research Press. 
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SC746 Land, Livelihood and Agrarian Structure 
 

(L3 - T1 - P0 - CH 4 - CR 4) 
 

Course Outcome 

 
CO 1: Ability to explain the social and economic relations in rural India. 

 CO 2: Ability to understand the issues and problems of agrarian structure 

CO 3: Ability to use the theoretical understandings of agrarian relations in everyday life. 

 
Course Content 

 
Unit I: Understanding Rural Sociology 

 
a) Village Studies 

 
b) Approaches and Methods 

 
Unit II: Rural Societies in India  

 
a) Composition and Social Institutions 

 
b) Agrarian Structure 

 
Unit III: Movement and Mobilisation  

 
a) Peasant Movement 

 
b) Land Reforms 

 
c) Contemporary Peasant Mobilisations 
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Unit IV: Livelihood Issues in Rural India  

 
a) Agrarian Distress 

 
b) Out-Migration 

 
Reference Book(s) / Article(s) 

 
Agarwal, B. (1995). A field of oneôs own: Gender and land rights in South Asia. New Delhi: 

Cambridge 

 

Agarwal, B. & Agarwal, A. (2017). Do farmers really like farming? Indian farmers in transition. 

Journal of Oxford Developmental Studies, 45(4) 

 Ambedkar, B.R (1979). Caste in India. In Baba Saheb Ambedkar: Writings and Speeches Vol.I, (1st 

Edition). Education Department, Govt. of Maharashtra 

https://mea.gov.in/Images/attach/amb/Volume_01.pdf 

Beteille, A. (1974). Six essays in comparative sociology. New Delhi: Oxford University Press 

Brass, T. (1994). Introduction: The New Farmer’s Movement in India. In The Journal of Peasant 

Studies, 21, 3-4 Breman, J., Kloos, P. & Saith, A. (1997). The village in Asia revisited. New Delhi: 

Oxford University Press 

Breman, J. (1976). A dualistic labour system-A critique of the informal sector concept. Fragmented 

Labour, Market, 11(49), Special Articles 26 

- (2012). Outcast labour in Asia. New Delhi: Oxford University Press 

Chakravarti, A. (2001). Social power and everyday class relations: Agrarian transformations in North 

Bihar, New Delhi: Thousand Oaks, CA : Sage Publications 

Chakravarti, A. (2018). Is this óAzaadiô? Everyday lives of Dalit agricultural labourers in a Bihar 

village. New Delhi: Tulika Publication 

Desai, A.R. (1978). Rural sociology in India. Bombay: Popular Prakashan 

Dhanagre, D.N. (1983). Peasant movements in India:1920-1950. New Delhi: Oxford University Press 

Dhanagare, D. N. (1988). The Green Revolution and social inequalities in rural India. In Bulletin of 

Concerned Asian Scholars. 20(2), 2-13. 

Frankel, F. (1971). Indiaôs Green Revolution. Bombay: OUP 

Guha, A. (1991). Medieval and early colonial history in Assam: Society, polity and economy. 

Guwahati: South Asia Books 

- (2014). Planters Raj to Swaraj: Freedom struggle and electoral politics in Assam 1826-1947. 
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SC747 Gender, Community and State                                         (L3 - T1 - P0 - CH 4 – CR) 

 
 

Course Outcome 
 

CO 1: Understanding of the feminist theoretical and methodological positions vis-à-vis 

concepts of state, community, religion and notions of group identity. 

CO 2: Application of the gained knowledge in reviewing the politics of knowledge 

production 

 

CO 3: Synthesising the understanding towards examination and articulation of 

contemporary issues in the Global South. 

 

Course Content 

Unit I: Introduction  

a) Woman and Community 

b) Third World Women and Colonialism 

Unit II: S tate and Politics of Representation 

a) Patriarchal State and Citizenship rights 

b) Redistribution & Recognition 

Unit III: Gender and Nation  

a) Women and nationalism 

b) Cultural majoritarianism 

c) Transnationalism and women’s politics in a Post-national state 

Unit IV: Gen der and Religion 

a) Women in Religious tradition 

b) Secularism and its critique 

c) Faith, Piety and women’s movement 
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Nationalism. NewYork:Routledge 

 

*** 

 

 

CPE-RPE RESEARCH AND PUBLIC ETHICS  
 

L 2 T P CR 2 
 

 
 

Course outcomes 

 

 

CO 1: Develop awareness about publication ethics and publication related misconduct CO 

2: Ability to develop an understanding about philosophy of science and ethics 

CO 3: Ability to develop skills to use indexing, citation data base and plagiarism tools 
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Course content 

UNIT 1: Theory 

a) RPE 01 Philosophy and ethics 

1. Introduction to philosophy: definition, nature and scope, concept, branches 
2. Ethics: definition, moral philosophy, nature of moral judgements and reactions 
b) RPE 02 Scientific conduct 
1. Ethics with respect to science and research 

2. Intellectual honesty and research integrity 

3. Scientific misconduct: Falsification, fabrication and plagiarism 

4. Redundant publications: duplication and overlapping publications, salami slicing 

5. Selective reporting and misrepresentation of data 

c) RPE03 Publication Ethics 

1. Publication ethics: definition, introduction, and importance 

2. Best practices/standards setting initiatives and guidelines: COPE, WAME etc 

3. Conflicts of interest 

4. Publication misconduct: definition, concept, problems that lead to unethical behaviour and 

vice versa, types 

5. Violation of publication ethics, authorship, and 


