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FROM THE EDITOR’S DESK

With the objective of raising awareness in tourism, we have decided to publish another special edition
of the e-magazine ‘Uttaran’ on the occasion of World Tourism Day-2017. The theme for this year’s
celebration is “Sustainable Tourism- a tool for development”. As we all know, tourism is one of the
world’s fastest growing industries and is a major source of income for many countries.

However, just like all the other forms of development, tourism also causes problems to the
environment, such as social dislocation, loss of cultural heritage, economic dependence and ecological
degradation. Due to such reasons, many people have started to access tourism in a responsible
manner. Eventually, practices like ‘eco-tourism’ and ‘community based tourism’ are gaining more
focus throughout the world. The UNWTO is trying to make the society aware of the fact that whatever
form of tourism it is; whether simple holidays or business travel, conferences or adventure, need to
be sustainable. -j e

Keeping the official message of UNWTO in mind, we have collected a vafigety, of articles that focus on

feedbacks on uttaran@tezu.ernet.in .

This edition has been made su_ccess-ful with the fnitiative of #bth th ""I'sdenior as well as the junior

batches of the Master of. Tourism and ' Travel M'anageme and ot:the Master of Business

Administration programme.<Their energetic and/cgoperative atti’f’ude’ towards the success of this

magazine has made a Iot of thlngs possible. | would like"to take tth opportunlty to thank all the
professors of the Department for their. constant support -and/ for 7gwdmg and motivating us
throughout this event. I"'would also like to thank each and every one"for contrlbutlng selflessly to this
issue and showing interestin-it. Last but not the Ieast I would I|ke to thank the editorial and design
team for their hard work and perseverance., 2

-Angshumi Goswami
Editor

Editorial team

= Agastya Hiloidari
= Poppy Gogoi
= Saumick Kumar Das

Design

=  Paridhi Brahma
= Debasish Gope
= Trideep Borsaikia
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UNWTO OFFICIAL MESSAGE

Message by Taleb Rifai, Secretary-General, World Touri§g Organization

(UNWTO)

“Sustainable Tourism — a Tool for Development"

Tourism is today the 3rd Iargest export mdustry in -the wofld af{?er chemicals and fuels. It

brings hope, prosperity and understandmg to so many lives an 100ds all over the world.

Last year alone, 1.235 mI”IOh travellers. crossed |nt tlonaf borders in one single year. By
2030, this 1.2 billion W|Il become 1.8 b|II|on _ 27 m .

1. Economic: yielding mclusrve growth _ ‘

2. Social: bringing decent jobs’ and empowermg communftlesﬂ,' 4 \

3. Environmental: preserving and enrlchmg the enwron ent ahd addressing climate change;
4. Cultural: celebrating and preservings d/verSIty, /dent/ty, and tangible and intangible culture,

and
5. Peace: as an essential prerequisite for development and progress.

The UN General Assembly declared 2017 as the International Year of Sustainable Tourism for
Development. This is a unique opportunity for all of us to come together to promote the
contribution of travel and tourism as a grand 21st century human activity, to build a better
future for people, planet, peace and prosperity.
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This World Tourism Day, whenever you travel, wherever you travel, remember to:

RESPECT NATURE,
RESPECT CULTURE,
RESPECT YOUR HOST.

You can be the change you want to see in the world.
You can be an ambassador for a better future.

TRAVEL, ENJOY AND RESPECT.
Happy World Tourism Day!
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SUSTAINABLE TOURISM

- Ankur Bikash Sarma
M.T.T.M, 3" Semester
Department of Business Administration

Tourism is the sector with the most dynamic development. Since the inception of the term tourism in
the early 19" century, it has been linked with various terms; one of them being sustainable tourism.
UNWTO has defined Sustainable Tourism as the "Tourism that takes full account of its current and
future economic, social and environmental impacts, addressing the needs of visitors, the industry, the
environment and host communities.” The rapid flow of mass tourists all over the world has adversely
affected the environment, for which sustainable tourism developments has become a necessity.

According to UNWTO, “Sustainable tourism development means the nedds “of present generation

tourists and hosts regions while protecting and enhancing opportunj for the future.” The

development of tourism activities must pay emphasis on the quality of cnd through measures

aimed at its conservation and development.

The guiding principle for sustainable tourlsm develop ent emphas' es th’e, management of natural and

human resources for maximisation of visitor enjoyment and lo€al benefit,- §1mu1taneously minimizing

the negative impacts upon. the destination 'sites andy/ fthe hos ommﬁnitles The various aspects of
sustainable tourism are mamtammg ecologlcal balance f hhghtmg the,nculture conserving resources

for future as well as ensure local partlclpatlon and thelr proteetlon Hence Sustainable tourism is an

-

alternative and respon51ble form-of tourlsm that i is, concerned w1th-__ mg positive impacts on the

environment, society and economy Eco tourlsm Commumty based to! :sr;g, Pro-poor tourism, Village

tourism, Cultural tour1sm Agri tour1sm cuhnary tounsm Voluntee‘_ ourlsm and so on. Eco tourism

has been actually the most Valuable mamfestatlon of sustamable tourlsm It aims at educating the
traveller, benefiting the economic _devel_opment and pohtlca_l emp_owe_;j_ment of the host communities and

honouring various cultures.

The scope of sustainable tourism has been extending in the recent years. The recent developments can
be seen in the form of rural tourism, agri tourism, volunteer tourism, non-consumptive wildlife tourism,
and so on. Rural tourism implies tourism in rural areas that provides employment to its inhabitants and
sells products to the tourists. Rural tourism destinations are spread all over the world; some examples
being Ontario (Canada), Dunedin (New-Zealand), Queensland (Australia). In India, Kumbalangi,
Thiruvilvamala, Kuttanad are some are such destinations. These destinations are not purely explored.
On the other hand, the concept of volunteer tourism has gained momentum in the recent years. It
basically refers to a form of travel that enables the tourists to contribute to the sustainable development

of the destination country, simultaneously exploring new places and culture. For instance, WWOOF is
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an organization that offers free travel worldwide in return of voluntary works in organic farming. This

trend of volunteering has helped in the assimilation of various cultures all over the world.

Non-consumptive wildlife tourism is another important form of sustainable tourism. It is a nature based
tourism focussing on the preservation of environment and land management. It is a form of responsible
tourism which plays a vital role in sensitizing villagers and makes them realise the economic value of
the pristine resources. The IBA (Important Bird Area) gives information about certain threats to birds in
respect to their habitat and region. These include poaching, unscientific firewood collection, unethical
farming activities and many more. Tourism plays an important role in minimizing these threats by
creating awareness about it especially among the local communities. The local communities check the
threatening activities that help preserving and protecting the env1ronment Examples of this tourism

include bird watching, photography, whale watching and many more. These“\' t1y1tles do not make one

affect the activities of the animals.

Hence, sustainability has been a trend in this ever growing tourism industry. = policies often lay

emphasis on sustainable development of ‘tdu!'fié ',des.tinations and /attractions. Even UNWTO has

"Development’. Since, the

tions and attractions are

q.
number of tourists flow has %emg nl('mpreasmg ékl' /ﬁyfa{ the to

getting more affected by the ﬁxur ic* actlxvn\f@s The .(;}éll fo J;an{ﬁ e'tourlsrn has been made not only
, P 4

to minimize the negativesi \ e tl}s host community and to create

INSIDE THEMBANG CCA, ARUNACHAL PRADESH
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SANGTI VALLEY , ARUNACHAL PRADESH

and the abendrotfades‘*bw j{ \

\

\ ‘éyjopok/s/% as the day grows old
: nfet of full on night with the
Scmtlllatmg stars, szlhogge&ed pgeakﬂ l/y‘mérm ir,and blue pines and the
ade; M qu’glurmg plains down

Did you know 2

The Green Lake m Tragoess, Styria, of Austria is a
country park m winters and a 10 m deep crystal clear
lake in the summers.
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“WHY ALL FORMS OF TOURISM SHOULD BE SUSTAINABLE?”

Dr. Niranjan Das

Guest faculty

Department of Business Administration
Tezpur University

E-mail: das_niranjan2002@yahoo.com

Tourism is one of the world’s fastest growing industries. For example, there were around 25.3 million
international tourist arrivals in 1960. By 1990, this figure had raised to 425 million, 17 times the earlier
figure. By 2000, it had risen by more than half again to 682 million and in 2008 it was 982 million — the
number of international tourists has more than doubled in less than 20 years. The World Tourism

Organization forecasts that this figure could rise to 1.6 billion people by 2020, (migre than 370 million of

these will be long-haul travellers).

sustainability issues and promotmg sustamable tourlsm practlces ame,ngst them. When it comes to

sustainability, there are: actually three maln parts whrch we can look at“aas “pillars’. These pillars are

environmental, economic, T T cultural Tourlsm has o be sustal 1al '\h

considered ‘Sustainable tourrsm 7
Environmental Sustainability’ " > g

The environment is obviously 1mportant to tourlsm w1thout the place tourism would not exist. Both
the natural environment (such as beaches forests, and Waterways) ‘and the built environment (such as

historic buildings and ruins) must be preserved for an area to be environmentally sustainable.

Environmental sustainability means making sure resources in an area (whatever they may be) can be
preserved for use by future generations of both locals and tourists. It means being aware of the impact
that lots of visitors can have on a destination and finding ways to make that impact as positive as

possible.

Page 10




UTTARAN- 2017 SPECIAL EDITION

Socio-cultural Sustainability

When an area starts being visited by tourists, there are bound to be some social and cultural impacts of
those tourists on the host community. Locals may see increased congestion and overcrowding in towns
and cities, the introduction of new languages and values, and perhaps even an influx of migrant workers
to be employed in the tourist industry. Some destinations may even see an increase in instances of petty

crime.

Socio-cultural sustainability, then, means minimizing these negative impacts and focusing on more

positive ones, such as promoting cultural exchange and preserving local traditions. This can usually be

achieved by getting the locals involved in the tourism industry. This could be as simple as encouraging

the sharing of interesting local customs (like artwork or dancing), or as invblved as making it easier for
W,

locals to start or own new businesses to serve tourists.

Why Sustainable Tourism Matters?

Travel has massive impacts-on ffagile'corﬁrﬁunities all ovezl‘i'\the W rld. ocal populations can really feel

.

the impact of “un-responsible tounsm Native comrnunltles can bo e)\(p101ted and made to feel like a

human zoo with tourists flashing cameras in thelr faces The,_ ‘-\':there are animal populations. We have
probably heard by now how abusive elephant rldlng attractlons are, but many types of animals suffer
a similar fate in exploitative tourist attractions. With all these negative impacts that travel has on the

environment, local communities and animal populations, it can be pretty discouraging.

But travel has a lot of positive impacts as well. It allows us to connect with people of all walks of life,
to understand and respect each other as human beings. It gives us a greater sense of what’s happening in
the world and connects us so we can work together to solve global issues. That’s why it’s so important

that ensure that we can continue to travel in the future.
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Why is Sustainable Tourism Our Responsibility?

Collectively we have the choice to change our travel habits to make sure that this planet and all of its
inhabitants are around for our children, grandchildren and great grandchildren to visit. Responsible and
sustainable travel needs to include all types of travel and budgets. So we can continue travelling, not
just for our future generations, but for ourselves as well. Even in our own lifetime we may not have
access to the same places as we do now. The Great Barrier Reef in Australia, for example, has suffered
from irreparable damage to delicate coral colonies by snorkelers and divers. These fragile destinations

may not be accessible in the near future, let alone the future of our children.

What We Can Do

sustainable travel. Whether that’s taklng more, susta' 'able modes 6f ransportation like ride- sharing

e Do your research ahead of tlrne to ensure the act1V1tles yo Choose to do are

..\\

¢ Environmentally frlendly and respectful of local popu' : tlons -
e Eat local food whenever poss1ble It usually tastes better anyway.
e Ask questions. Even if you learn that a tour is unsustainable, the concern entrepreneur will

begin into get the hint that sustainability is important to their customers.
Benefits of Sustainable Tourism

It may seem like a hassle to do extra research and forgo unsustainable activities, but responsible tourism
often opens doors to new destinations and attractions tourist wouldn’t have thought to visit before.
Sustainable tourism is a growing sector and there are really exciting new travel opportunities

developing, including cultural exchanges and ethical volunteer opportunities. Most importantly, tourist
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will leave their trip feeling good about the positive impact that had on the world and knowing that

protected these destinations for future travelers.
Things that are red flags when it comes to sustainability include:-

Travel agencies/tour operator to promote “local” tours but only employ non-local guides — Revenue
‘leakages’ that talked about, and how important it is for locals to get involved in tourism in order to feel
ownership in it? Exclusively non-local guides or drivers are not really sustainable since much of the

money tourists spend with them is not staying in the destination.

Attractions that exploit people or animals —Basically, don't participate in tourism that forces people or

animals to perform demeaning or painful tasks just for the sake of entertaining you.
\f+ »7

a positive footprint on the env_i_rOhment.

References:

Bulbeck, C. (2005) Facmg the Wlld Ecotourlsm Conservatlon an
London. o
Hall, D. and Richards, G (2003) Tourlsm and Sustamable C ) ‘mumty Development, Routledge,
London. L

Mann, M. and brahim, Z. (2002) The Good Alternatlve Travel Gulde “Earthscan, London.

Sharpley, R. (2009) Tourism Development and the Env1 ( nment Beyond Sustainability?, Earthscan,
London. '
Wheat, S. (2004) Ecotourism — hope and reahty, People and the Planet.

\Q\r\i’tﬁ*lal Encounters, Earthscan

Page 13




UTTARAN- 2017 SPECIAL EDITION

“INVOLVEMENT OF LOCAL COMMUNITY FOR PROMOTION OF
ECO-TOURISM”

- Deep J. Gurung* and Chandan Goswami**

e

puds Ad1 T

i 47l L(‘\\_\. WY

0 fONYDN . | ) . L
1. All nature- based forms of tourism lin which the main motivation of the tourists is the

observation and appreciation of nature as well as the traditional cultures prevailing in natural
areas.

2. It contains educational and interpretation features.

3. It is generally, but not exclusively organized by specialized tour operators for small groups.
Service provider partners at the destinations tend to be small locally owned businesses.

4. It minimizes negative impacts upon the natural and socio-cultural environment.
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5. It supports the maintenance of natural areas which are used as ecotourism attractions by:
e Generating economic benefits for host communities, organisations and authorities
managing natural areas with conservation purposes;
e Providing alternative employment and income opportunities for local communities;
e Increasing awareness towards the conservation of natural and cultural assets, both among

locals and tourists.”
It is apparent from the above definition that sustainability is an inherent component of eco-tourism.

World Conservation Union (IUCN) defines eco-tourism as "Environmentally responsible travel

to natural areas, in order to enjoy and appreciate nature (and accompanying cultural features, both past

and present) that promote conservation, have a low visitor impact and pr(').y-ide_, for beneficially active
— s

socio-economic involvement of local peoples."” (IUCN, 1996).

Academicians like Ryel and Grasse (1991) defines ecotourism as: “purpos trgvel that creates an

understanding of cultural and natural history, while safeguarding the/intgrity of the ecosystem and

producing economic benefits that encourage cc_)'ns.ei'vat' )

) ; | 7 |
Although there are drfferent deﬁn1t10ns of eco—tourrsm fpém dlffe' nt fields, the main attraction

of eco-tourism is the natural; cultural and hrstorrcal assets The s cess of\ego tourism is not measured
in the number of tourist visit, rather eco-tourrsm is succes if people trg,vel and learn about the assets

of eco-tourism without harrmng any-of the elements of eco—tounsrn

Thus, eco-tourism can bé characterized aé folloWS' RN

v Responsible, low 1rnpact ViSitor behav1our '

iodiversity

Sensitivity towards, and. apprec1at1on of, local cultures and

Support for local conservatron efforts
Sustainable benefits to local communmes

Local participation in dec1s10n-mak1ng |

N N N NN

Educational components for both the traveller and local communities

For eco-tourism to be successful the need of involvement of local community has been realized
throughout the industry. A community-based approach to ecotourism recognises the need to promote
both the quality of life of people and the conservation of resources. A local community that can involve
in eco-tourism can be identified if the village shares at least one border with the tourist destination and
the people staying in those villages have stayed for duration of at least five years with his/her

dependents.
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Community-based ecotourism ventures should be used to distinguish those initiatives which are

environmentally sensitive, but also aim to ensure that members of local communities have a high degree

of control over the activities taking place, and a significant proportion of the benefits accrue to them).

Levels of community involvement

Tokenism - employing members of the community as drivers, tour guides etc.

Informing - where communities are informed about the ecotourism development being planned
and are involved through employment in the ecotourism activities

Consulting - where the communities are consulted with but where the aspirations of the
community might or might not be addressed. In this instance the community would have the
space to influence decisions while not being a formal part of the deQifif(P)rﬂl’ making process
Collaborating - where communities are seen as equal partners in th :éé,()tourism development

planned and are formally part of the decision making process. The

munity would then have
control over the impacts as well as the benefits of ecotourism.

Ownership — where the community'- ' the enterprlse whicly’becomes the capital of the

community. Where the pace, na%ufe,ﬁ ﬁ'm

others involved are supporf&ﬁs of fhe eqte}rp

\“-‘. i ‘-._ "\. \ 1| , |I

A VIEW OF SELA LAKE, ARUNACHAL PRADESH.
PHOTO CREDIT - RITURAJ CHOUDHURY
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“GarungThuk”: A case study

On 4th of October 2014 a non-government organization (NGO) was formed by the name
“GarungThuk”, which means “Born to serve my village” at Shergaon (Arunachal Pradesh). The
organization comprises of local educated youths working in various fields.

However, they are connected to each other to promote community development in their village in
the field of health, education, tradition and culture, and biodiversity conservation. With a motive to

develop their community, these local youths have started the organization.

The Process

‘-. ] .
With consultation and discussion with villagers, the organization is constructit 5 4,local museum that will

exhibit the traditional ornaments, dresses, handicrafts etc. associated with “Sherdukpen” community.

The museum will enable visitors to understand the tradition and culture of nity and also enable

the new generation to learn about their community. A souvenir shop is/alsg’being constructed with the

museum for the people who would like__.'tp_"ni-l:'_ 986/ tradltlona hafidicrafts &handlooms of the

eneﬁt to th artlsans and have planned that 95%

.'/‘

tained by the organization for

community. The organization aims to pr'()v'ide":'fﬁ'aii ur

of the price should be handed over 10 the artlsans and Inly 5%

operational activities. The orgamzatwn has also 1ntroduced lj any -s*ect}ons in the local schools to

promote reading habit arnong the students Thls process S in 11ne W1th~,;the definition provided by the

International Cooperatlon Adrmnlstratlon They are followmg sequenﬁal phases for community

development: A :

a) The people of the commumty orgamZe themselVes-for _lann gand“ action.
b) They define the1r common and 1nd1v1dual need' _.‘nd _robleﬁis \m

¢) They make 1nd1v1dua1 and group plans to meet theIr need,s' X -N

d) They execute these plan; _"'.1th the max1mum of rehance ﬁpbn community resource

',/.',

The organization has started working through ;_(i'ona-tion“ by the members and by the members of the

community.
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A PARTICIPATORY SYSTEM/APPROACH

GarungThuk has also started maintenance of an old house which shall be used for “Homestay”
for the tourists.

The local people together are working to prepare the infrastructure for a proper home-stay
experience. The local people will serve the tourists based on their expertise. The local youths will perform
cultural shows for the tourists. For those who are interested, the old-age people of the village will tell the

stories related to the community.

Future Plans of Community Involvement

Yoo
Various forms of tourism are planned for Shergaon circle. Some of them are lisfed.below

(1) Archaeological tourism: The Indira Gandhi National Centre for the Arts ound out the following
Archaeological sites in and around Shergaon '

e The monastery of Shergaon, wh1ch 1s mor y :

e LhaGyala Monastery, Wthh 18, 600 years old _ uddhlst

(Morshing), nearly, 22 6 km away from Shergaon :

e Ped Ma Chhahng Monastery presently known as a monfastér‘y which is located in Rupa,

41 km away. from Shergaon Apart from the a ove places «Ht&e Kamchoyam (meaning mud

house) and LuunthukThung (meanlng place of burled stene9 and_Senjong are considered as

megalithic 51tes by the Department of Research, Government of Arunachal Pradesh.

(2) Adventure tourism: The Varlous landforms of Shergaon cil le provie@hpportunlty for adventures like

mountain climbing, trekklng and paraghdlng Trekking can be '_d\«wnh rural tourism as there are
villages which are far away from motor able roads Bemchang Vlllage can be reached after trekking of
approximately 6 hours and is famous among V1llagers fo ma veryh old stone rice grinder which is 1.5 meters
in length. There is also a cave known as “Kro” Wthh is annually visited by the villagers and takes

approximately 6 hours of trekking to reach there.

(3) Festivals: The Sherdukpen community celebrates Buddhist festivals like Lossar in the month of
February every month and Chekor in the month of May/June every year. Kikshaba is a non-Buddhist
festival of the community meant for the forest deities. In the festival one can witness various dance forms

and rituals of this indigenous community.
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(4) Others: There are places like state apple farm in Shergaon, Kiwi farm in Kalaktang (41.7 km), and
other villages around the Shergaon which can be of tourist interest. The richness of flora and fauna can
also be a major tourist attraction. The unique handicrafts and dress are also attractive for tourists.
GarungThuk is trying to explore the potential of these tourism avenues of the place and is considering
various promotional strategies. It can be seen that the Sherdukpen community has realized the need for

sustainable use of the available resources and socio/economic advancement of the people of the locality.

Conclusion

GarungThuk is an organization formed by the local people that have attempted to benefit the
people of the community by the process of community development in|"‘-f urism. Sustainable use of
available resources by the members of the local community for tourism purpoge has proved to be the right

approach for socio/economic development of a region.

*Deep J. Gurung, Research Scholié'_r_,fis'chbol of/Ma agé"m;wéelf;{gs, Department of Business
Administration, Tezpur University, Napaah'\- 784028 7 Sl
**Chandan Goswami, - Professor, School |of | Managem
Administration, Tezpur Unwer5|ty, Napaam- 784028

1. The crown of M yanmars S])Wé‘dag :11 goda 1s covered with
5,448 diamonds and 2,317 tubies. The very top, the diamond
bud, 1s ipped with a 76-carat diamond.

2. St. Petersburg’s St. Isaac’s Cathedral rests on 10,000 tree trunks,
sunken imnto the marshy ground below.
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“TOURISM AND ECOSYSTEM”

Monisha Chetia
MTTM, 1*' semester
Department of Business Administration

sides of the earth.

But with the advancement of tim nd iechh@logy% I?umaqarace “have started to remove trees and
vegetation, change how we use land and other disrespecfful activities. All such kinds of activities not only
affect the soil and water ecology but through the chain, it affects the heart of our mother earth also. There
are certain live examples: Development strategies and increased population has led “Armenia” to face the
challenges provided by the nature itself. In a great number of industries during ‘Soviet period’ causes
harm to the present climate of the nation to a great extent. The desert and semi desert area are going to
expand by 33% while there occurs tremendous reduction in the river flow, increase of drought etc. all

such incidents are occurring just because of humiliating ecological balance.
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Tourism through its processes has utmost connection with greenery and nature. With the development of

tourism ecosystems, it is very much possible to prevent disturbances in the ecological system.

Touristic needs once very simple are growing extensively and getting more complicated. The earlier
simple requirements of clean place to stay, good food and simple connectivity have been replaced by
immense needs for all kinds of facilities and services. All such wants hereby requires developmental and
technological support, which may later on slowly distort the balances of ecosystem. In this regard, the
concept of sustainable ecotourism has emerged throughout the world. Eco-tourism is an environment
friendly activity that includes environmental values and ethics. In a country like India, development
process including social, cultural, economic and ecological sustainability méy:- encourage rural tourism to
boost upon, contributing towards sustainable eco-tourism. It should be u derstood that maintaining

balance between negative and positive impacts of tourism through planni trictions is the only way

out to preserve natural smoothness. There should be the provision of educatjig pedple for conservation

and development of green environment to, ens'ur_fc-*b"ett'erment of human

to show the gratitude.

“Let’s make the chain of SuWiVél Jonger!2 .\

REFERENCES:

wwf.panda.org _
www.shodhganga. 1nﬂ1bnet ac.in;

Page 21




UTTARAN- 2017 SPECIAL EDITION

1. In the Maracarbo lake of Venezuela over the mouth of Catatumbo
river, lightning strikes 200 days i a year, 10hrs m a day and up to 280
times per hour and 1s called the Cataturmbo hghtning.

2. The Great Barrier Reef 1s the only Iiving structure that can be
spotted from outer space.
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“BEING A TRAVELLER”

Ashifuddin Ahmed Saikia
Research Scholar
Dept. of Business Administration

“We need sometimes to escape into open solitudes, into aimlessness, into the moral holiday of
running some pure hazard, in order to sharpen the edge of life...”

- George Santayana

(Excerpt from ‘fhe Philosophy of Travel)

L,

Why do we travel? Is it because we want to explore new places?{Qr js it because those places

When we travel, we gam new experlences and moments Traveilnf’g takes us away from our daily

static lives. It gives us memorles to-share and storles to tell We can net anLy §§e new places or meet new

You may have seen many tounsts in your hfe carrymg ameras or selfie sticks and maps in their

hands. Like me, you may also have been a tounst yourself But. a, tourlst sees only what he has come to
see while travelling is more than just taking plctures and Vlsltlng popular places. A traveller goes to places
a tourist normally doesn’t. A traveller tries to blend in with the locals. He makes friends, tries to
understand the local culture and is not afraid to try new stuffs. A traveller does not like to follow a fixed
pattern. He likes to explore the unknown. A traveller travels on his instinct instead of just using maps.

Getting lost may sometimes lead to amazing experiences.

It would not be wrong to say that the world is a book with amazing stories and those who do not

travel would be missing out on most of them because they would be reading only few pages. So travel my
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friends. Go out and see places, make memories. Don’t be just a tourist. Be a traveller. Explore the world.
It’s good to get a little lost sometimes because we only grow from our experiences. Life is short. But there
is no end to the horizon. What is life, but a great journey? Someone has very beautifully said, “I don’t
know where I am going. But I know I am on my way”. After all, it is always the journey that matters. We
may form new perspectives, of our life and the world around us. And, maybe if we are lucky enough, we

may even discover (or rediscover) parts of our own selves.

K FUOR g Q\
“Travelling- It leaves you spéechless, then .t%ﬁnéi-yau into a storyteller.”- Ibn Battuta
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1. The city of A]]medabad;bp‘ ap&b, the, '3t ﬁMSCO World Heritage City and
also the 36" World Heritage Site' of India.

2. Around 220 languages are spoken in the states of the Northeast.

3. The Tawang Monastery in Arunachal Pradesh i1s India’s largest and world’s
second largest monastery.

Page 25




UTTARAN- 2017 SPECIAL EDITION

“BEHOLDING THE DZUKOU LILY"

Maumita Choudhury

Research scholar
Department of Business Administration

Dzukou valley trek was on my bucket list for quite some time. So in a fine weekend in July, 2016, we
decided to go in search of the Dzukou lily. We contacted a tour agency in advance who informed us about

the trek conditions and accommodation. Though a guest house was available, we decided to take a guide

along with tents as we didn’t want to risk the seasonal rush. [ 1))

\

]

The guest house has two dormitories chargihg around rupees 100 per person per night and VIP rooms

charging around rupees 300 per person. But, it is very difficult to book a VIP room at the last minute;
because of unavailability of communication network the real time vacancy of rooms is unpredictable. We
took the Shatabdi express to Dimapur, but going from Dimapur to Kohima was challenging. Because of
pathetic road conditions, incessant landslides and taxi association politics, we had to wait for more than
two hours and finally got a taxi after promising a slightly higher fare. We stayed overnight at Kohima

and set out at 8 AM the next day. There are two routes to Dzukou valley, Viswema is longer but less steep
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route while Jakhama is the short but steeper route. We being amateur trekkers and keeping in mind the
rainy weather, we chose the Viswema route. But, due to our bad luck, there was a big landslide en-route
because of which we had to leave the taxi much earlier and climb an extra 10 Km. While the climb was
definitely not too steep but it was still uphill and tiresome. After 2 hours of climbing we reached the rest
house from where the actual climb starts. Till that point it is motor able and unless there are roadblocks
the taxis drop the trekkers till that point. The trek starts with a continuous steep climb for about one hour
(two hours for those who are slow climbers). After the climb, we reached the highest point and the view
was breathtaking. We rested for few minutes and then continued walking. From that point the trail
becomes narrow and severely muddy along the hillsides of endless foothills. ,’l: he trail was a bit long and it
took us around 2-3 hours as we were already tired by then. It was twili "'hltJ’when we reached the

guesthouse, our abode for the night.

We were warmly welcomed by various groups who had already been staying there. The whole ambience
was lively and jolly with people chatting, singing, dancing and eating by bonfires. The view from the
guest house overlooking the valley was spectacular to say the least. We immediately forgot our sore feet
and aching backs and joined in with the celebrations. We were offered tea, food and the hospitality of the
Naga people over whelmed us. The guest house offers a small kitchen, firewood, utensils for rent if one

plan to cook one’s own food or one can eat the food prepared by the guesthouse care-takers. Rice, dal,
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vegetables, egg etc. are available for sale at the guesthouse but the price of everything is almost double.
We carried rice, dal, vegetables, noodles, etc. and cooked our own food. Boiled drinking water is
available for free or one can also drink from the stream. Early next morning we set out downhill to the
valley. It took us an hour from the guest house and the valley was full of picnickers, it was beautiful and
surreal beyond words. The entire valley was shrouded with Dzukou lilies blooming with life. There were
many who had camped down at the valley for the night. We spend the whole day walking leisurely
around the valley and came back to the guesthouse by evening. We had a bonfire at night, shared food
with people who had come from Chennai, Guwahati, Manipur and Nagaland and stayed up till late
discussing about the diverse cultures in India, learning new things from one anpther. The next morning

was time to leave. We set out around 9 AM with a heavy heart and promises tofcothe back very soon. The

climb back downhill was easy. By then the landslide was cleared and so ad a taxi waiting for us at

1. The Assam Rifles is India’s largest and oldest paramilitary force while the Indian Army’s Assam
Regiment recruits exclusively from the seven North-eastern States.

2. Manmipur’s Loktak Lake is India’s largest freshwater lake.

3. Trpura has India’s Sth International Internet gateway after Mumbai, Chennar, Cochin and
Tuticorin.

4. Nagaland has been crowned as the Falcon Capital of World.

Nagaland goes by the name ‘Land of Festivals’. The state earned that moniker because every

N

tribe 1n the state has its very own festival that is celebrated in a grand way.
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“MYSTERIES OF NORTH-EAST INDIA”

Mayurima Bora

MTTM I* semester
Dept of Business Administration

The North-eastern states of Indla con51sted of elght isa Ian" of qn@ﬁ’ﬂting h111s and plains with luxuriant
green cover and a wide varlety of rare and exotlc ﬂoya and Iauﬂg Yeah! All we know about the
geographical features of North- east_".- ndla but many\ peo,plev\are uhaware of some mysteries of this

enigmatic region some of which are facts and prevalhng in tHe present date and some are past now.
Let’s see what these are!

The unexplored terrains of the Northeast, concealed by impenetrable forests and formidable mountain
ranges, have stories hidden deep within their trails, innumerable hidden treasure. These startling secrets

are...
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North east India is home to the last surviving head hunters. These can be found in Nagaland. Even if the
Naga headhunting stopped back in 1940s one can still spot many elders of the Konyak tribe with tattooed
faces, sign of being a head-hunter. These tattoos are the mark of bravery as a head hunter. Killing and

severing an enemy’s head was considered as victory or triumph for those Naga head hunters.

)

.. Ve _ \ . %\ & —

STONE'HOL oOF THEMBANG F(’)I*{I‘LFIED VILLAGE
The Khasi tribe of Meghalaya and Garo trI’oes of Asgarh {they can\ also be found on the other parts of
North east India) are two of the few societiés in the world that follows matrilineal system. Women are
given priorities in every aspect. Women are the head of the household and the one who does the hard
labour to earn a living for the family. When a girl is born there are cheers of jubilation and when a boy is

born they accept it humbly as God’s gift. Isn’t enthusiastic!

Then here we come to the Assam, land of rich festivals. So, Jonbeel Mela is one of an annual fairs or
festivals held in the Morigaon district of Assam hosted by the Tiwa (Lalung) and Ahom kings dates back

to the 15th century when the kings organised it to discuss the prevailing political situations. The main
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attraction of the fair currently is the barter system that takes place among the tribes, tourists and general
crowd. This Jonbeel Mela held every year in the month of February or March is a three-day Tiwa
community fair held at a historic place known as Dayang Belguri at Jonbeel. It is said to be in a hi-tech

age, barter system of Jonbeel Mela is perhaps the only fair in India where barter system is still alive.

Now let us exit from Assam and see the uniqueness held by Mizoram. Around 65 km from the capital of
Mizoram, Aizawl, along the highway of Seling one can spot some tiny vegetable stalls--Nghah lou
dawr, meaning shops without shopkeepers. You will find the price list right there along with a deposit box
where you can leave the money and take what you paid for. And yes, people usually do leave the correct

amount. This is indeed an act of trust rarely seen in this world. Amazing! "\.{- il
=

Let’s get back to Assam. Bhut jolokia (also called Bih jolokia) mostly fou Assam and Nagaland has

been recorded as the hottest chilli in the world with 1,001,300 Scoville heat u ."le'ere have been cases

feet.

island, ijuli, but did you know that

; Urh'an'a'riiiég Island or Peacock Island is

You may know that Assam is home to arguahly Asia's largest riv
the world's smallest river island is also" lo'cated 1n .-"-:Ass
considered to be the world's smallest mhabrted 1sland rlght in the mrddle” oﬂ.the river Brahmaputra, at an
accessible distance from the tiver banks of Guwahatl An ancrent fabled ShLVaJemple built by the Ahom
kingdom is a primary attractron in the 1sland Dont be sur;prrsed lf you sriqt a*@olden langur.

Digboi, a prosperous littlé: town 1n Assam dotted Wlth numerous uni hungalows is the first place in

Asia where oil drilling started in the year 1901/ There.is an 011 mt eum here that tells the history of the
town, maintained by Indian Oil Corporatlon Another fascmatlng thrng about this place is the World War
II Cemetery ground of the Europeans deployed here for a Jomt C)pera‘tlon with the Chinese and Americans

under General Stilwell.

Mayong or Mayang, also known as the Land of Black Magic is a village in Morigaon districts of Assam.
It lies on the bank of the river Brahmaputra. Once considered the cradle of black magic in India, Mayong
is a tourist attraction because of its history. Feared as the land of Black magic and magicians, the secret
stories of Mayong are believed to be the main factors encouraging the mysticism associated with it. The
cultural significance of the place stems from the fact that it is the capital of magic and witchcraft in India.

The magic in Mayong is believed to have been used for social welfare. One of the magic tricks leads to
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curing an illness from a distance only by cutting only a handful of plants while chanting some secret

words. Indeed mysterious.

Harbhajan Singh was an Indian army soldier and the prestigious Mahavir Chakra receiver who died near
the Nathula Pass in eastern Sikkim. Revered by many soldiers of the Indian army as the "Hero of
Nathula", people have built a shrine in honour of Baba Harbhajan Singh. Soldiers believe that Baba
would warn them of any impending attack at least three days in advance. During flag meetings between
the two nations at Nathula, the Chinese set a chair aside in honour of Harbhajan Singh who has since
come to be known as saint (Baba). Every year on September 11, a jeep departs with his personal
belongings to the nearest railway station, New Jalpaiguri, from where it is tH‘e{n ,e_;_ex}t by train to the village

of Kuka, in Kapurthala district in Punjab, which is his hometown.

charismatic, esoteric and round land. There are many such mysteries,/whj¢h are not familiar, some of

which got place in history, while some are stﬂl unra 11

L e
%
Ny LY

1. Howrah bridge which is a cantilévér 5u§pensf0n type bridge was built in year
1943. At the time of construction it was third longest bridge of world and now it
1s sixth longest cantilever type bridge.

2. The oldest zoo in India 1s the Marble Palace Zoo in Kolkata, West Bengal
which was established i 1854.

3. The National Library of India, situated in Kolkata, is the largest public library in
the country.
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“SOME PECULIAR FORMS OF TOURISM”

Angshumi Goswami

MTTM, 157 semester
Department of Business Administration

The second largest service industry — Tourism, do not anymore mean ‘travelling for leisure’. It is a much
wider and broader concept in this 21% century - an economic and social phenomenon. Tourism is crucial
and a vital source of income for many countries. Over the past decades, tourism has experienced
continuous growth and excessive diversification to become one of the fastest'-\grov_\;/ing economic sectors in

the world. Modern tourism is closely linked to development and encompass s growing number of new

destinations. These dynamics have turned tourism into a key driving for the socio-economic

peculiar and weird types of tou_rrsm are discussed herer_n..
Birth tourism

Birth tourism is a practrce of travelhng to- another country for- th pur;pose of giving birth in the

destination country. Another related term 18 _‘Anchor baby The- ‘main reason for birth tourism is to

obtain citizenship for the chlld 1n a country Wlth brrthrlght iZzen: %Not all countries have got this

concept. Some other reasons 1nclude access to public schoohng, spon§or§h1p for the parents in the future,

healthcare etc. The most popular destmatlons are the Unlted States and Canada. Another destination for

birth tourism is Hong Kong. Here, the malnland Chrnese c1t1zefxs travel to give birth to gain a right i.e. the
‘right of abode’ for their children. )

To discourage birth tourism, countries where this is most prevalent, like Australia, France,
Germany, to name a few have modified their citizenship laws at different times, granting citizenship by
birth only if at least one parent is a citizen of the country or a legal permanent resident who has lived in
the country for several years. The European countries do not presently grant unconditional birthright

citizenship. However, most countries in the Americas, say the United States, Argentina, Canada, Mexico,
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and Brazil do so. In the Asian-Pacific region of Fiji, Pakistan, and Tuvalu and also in Lesotho and

Tanzania of Africa, unconditional birthright citizenships are given.
Ghetto tourism

Ghetto tourism, often termed as Slum tourism, is a type of tourism that involves visits of tourists to
impoverished (poor) areas. Originally focused on the slums of London and Manhattan in the 19th century,
slum tourism has now become increasingly prominent in many places, including South Africa, India,

Brazil, Kenya, and so on and so forth.

Prior to the release of Slumdog Millionaire in 2008, Mumbai was also a"-{sln'n} tourist destination. In
December 2010, the first international conference on slum tourism was held in Bristol. Thus this concept

of slum tourism has recently started to gain more attention from media worl

Dark tourism

The travel to sites that are in some way. connected t@ deat 0]1 dlsaste s C(n;s1dered to be ‘Dark tourism’.

Most visitors go to dark tourlsm s1tes 51mp1y because they ﬁnd it ‘and fascinating, few others to

gain knowledge on something and some more to try to understan out';s_onle event which is painful and

Ao

unnerving. Some may also attach.--phllosophlcal_ depth I_t_o it. >

At the end of the day, the fact that many people are 1n some way or the {)tlaer.smterested to delve into the

dark and horrific cannot be denled People are 1nterested in- such elements‘_;vhen travelling. Hiroshima &

niche of tourists.

Tombstone tourism

Tombstone tourist basically describes anlindiyidnai who .has a passion for cemeteries, inscriptions,
gravestone rubbing, photography, art, and history of (famous and mysterious) deaths. Terms like
"cemetery enthusiast”, "cemetery tourist", "grave hunter", or "graver" are commonly and interchangeably
used. Some cemetery tourists are mainly interested in the historical aspects of cemeteries or the historical
relevance of their inhabitants. La Recoleta Cemetery in Buenos Aires, Argentina and Zentralfriedhof
(Central Cemetery) in Vienna, Austria carry a large collection of famous inhabitant and their tombs,

which makes the cemeteries a significant tourist destination.
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Genealogy tourists make considerable effort to search out cemeteries and their records, to verify grave
records and ancestral burial locations. For centuries, people have made pilgrimages to the burial sites of
religious icons and leaders. In fact, such was common during medieval times when people went to
gravesites or to shrines in reverence of the saints. Today, the hunting of graveyards has become digital as
many cemetery transcribers and ancestor hunters have begun using GPS equipment to locate the area

where a graveyard or gravesite is reputed to be.
Suicide tourism (Travelling for the Right to Die)

Suicide tourism also called euthanasia tourism, is the practice of potentlaL sulclde candidates travelling

to a jurisdiction to commit assisted suicide or suicide. In certain places, as tstéd suicide is legal. For

example in Mexico, a drug known as liquid pentobarbital is used by pet rs to euthanize their pets

.

when ill. When given to humans, the drug can give them a painless de n an hour. As such,

tourists from all across the globe seeking to terminate their own lives pverg’reported to be flying out to

Sources:

http://list25 .c0m/25-bizarre-tvpes-éf-tb uim__i'éhtfw.an_twl_to-trv/ﬁ_

http://www.toptenz.net/top-1 0-weird--tyb'és

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/ Categorv:T{mé

http://www.tugberku rlu.conﬂarchive/deﬁhingio}i"0

_-tourl m-unwto de‘ﬁnihon- of-tourism-what-is-tourism
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“BICYCLE TOURISM- OLD WINE IN A NEW BOTTLE”

-Chirag Phukan
MBA 3™ Semester
Department of Business Administration

When we hear the wordfb )//pr’ um of transportation for short
distance but is it s0? Blcyf g have boen ) i "no'mt or the other but with the
advancement of technology in _, rtz y\but cycling has emerge in a new
way now and have succeed in attr;gmé’ ! cling a‘s.a leisure sports. Now let us know

about what bicycle tourism is, going- ﬁi’nga/ i (n‘t'i’ﬁ'i%‘\‘ travel related activity for the purpose of
4
pleasure which incorporates a blcycle” ‘Wlfh.-t,hls déf nition we can now make out a picture about bicycle

tourism. There are different types of these touring plans or ways. They are as follows-

Bicycle travel/touring: Independently-organized, multi-day bicycle tours.
Examples: Bike overnights, Adventure Cycling routes, long distance trails

Events: Organized rides, tours, and races.
Examples: Cyclo-cross races, Tour de France, Tour of Nilgiris

Destination riding: Rides centred around a particular destination or niche attraction.
Examples: Kaziranga, Kaliabhumura Bridge, Bamuni Hills
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Day rides and urban cycling: Often spontaneous day tours of local/urban attractions.
Examples: “Slow Roll” rides.

As said earlier bicycling is the new trend on scene and it has successfully attracted many people to come
forward and appreciate the pleasure of it, as a result many cycling communities have been formed. These
people are very enthusiastic and serious about cycling. Likewise most of us are aware of Tour de France
but are unaware that there is a similar tour in our country too known as Tour of Nilgiris which is a 900
km long route and it’s interesting to know that this year the youngest participant to complete the tour was
a 19- year old boy from Kerala named Siddharth Varma and the oldest participant Russell Bell was of 71
years of age. Now we can imagine the size of cycling enthusiast and the b(')Qst-_i_rL tourism it can bring if
shaped properly. Even in Nagaland there are many cycling tracks one of them is in Dziikou Valley. Each

year this place attracts a lot of people especially people interested in cycling

remote town to a huge urban downtown

The key to attracting bicycling visit()rs'i' is ensurmg -‘tlf'c_it:.,.ltl’l_pr“ s ’-“soﬁie\;vhere enjoyable for them to ride. A
community may be along a regional or crés‘s-cbuhtril bike foute with low-traffic roads or a network of
mountain bike trails. And as we can see we are nothing short of it to attract cyclist to this part of the
country and with the addition of more people joining this growing community we are hopeful of getting a
different track for cycling in large cities already a petition has been sent by the cycling associations of

Guwahati demanding for separate tracks it will be a huge success if that truly happens.
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Did you know?2

The Khidderpore Port is the oldest port in India.
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“BHOMORAGURI ROCK INSCRIPTION”

Dr. Satish Chandra Bhattacharyya
Tezpur

During the reign of King Pratap Singha of medieval Assam, the first battle between the Ahoms and
Mughals took place on the bank of the river Bharali on 15™Magh,1537 Saka, corresponding to 27"
January,1616 A.D. The entire area known as Samdhara witnessed the defeat of the alien forces at the
hands of the local troops. Realising the importance of the region from the strategic angles, The king

decided to construct a huge rampart stretching from the Bhomoraguri hills to!the Samdhara.
W/

The occurrence of defeating the Mughals at Samdhara and erecting huge wall for obstructing

enemies in future- both of them are really important events in the annals of’t d,The twin incidences
have very rightly been recorded in three edicts, two of whom are found 6n th¢ two sides of a stone pillar

located in north eastern side of the hill, Thesetwo "'WQre deciphe y Pundit H.C. Goswami, the

celebrated antiquarian scholar way b'ack:_in- . 1 916 g

Coming back to the rock Inscrlptlon under questlon it should b a@e é‘lear that this was inscribed on

ed ﬁfty feet on the southern side of the
>

Bhomoraguri hills facing the Brahmaputra In the month of February_l9‘f?6 Narayan Das and the present

an enormous stone situated. at.a, height, of nearly one hu

author, both serving in° Darrang College; Tezpur dec1phered “the. te,xtr'on”’lt with the help of their
colleagues. It was absolutely very troublesome to cl1mb the hlll owr g'mamly to steepness of the hill

accompanied by a large number of trees mostly blg in srze Moreover ‘1nS€r1pt1on proper was covered

Y
with fruits, flowers and leaves of trees gathered over the years Surpas_ mg all these hindrances both of us

read out the text on 25" February and got it publ1shed in DaIm_ _ spm on the next day. At the time of

decipherment,there was a series of holes on the body of th I ck probably to facilitate the reader or

anyone else who climbs the hill. It can be assumed that small poles were implanted on the holes. These
are followed by text proper which is divided into two parts: the first one consisting of four lines of writing

of bigger character and the second one, smaller than the first, has two lines of text.
The inscription was deciphered by us as follows:

1) SwastiSreeSreesakalama
2) ngalalayaswarganaraya

3) nadeva age javanaka nipa
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4) t karipacheparvatkatigarh
5) Sree Bhandari Gosainkari
6) Lent saka 1538

The fact that PratapSingha vanquished the Yavanas or Mughals in 1537 Saka and constructed the
rampart by cutting (Bhomoraguri) hills in the following year has been recorded in the document just
cited. It is needless to mention the proximity of facts with two edicts stated above, they are identical in
respect to defeat of the Mughals, construction of ramparts etc. These three and a few other characters of

the Ahom period have proudly declared their victories at close of their combats.

\t.

Apart from importance of the text, the rock inscription under review has it§ sditability from the point

of three pictures and a geometrical sketch drawn by its side. Fight betwe dragon and an elephant, a

tiger and the tiger biting the tail of a deer have respectively been depicted itpthepictures cited above.
The sketch by the side of last figure is rectangular divided into eleven étrajght lines. What is the motive
of the artist in depicting these sketches i iy an; edrct _havmg news of fight between the Ahoms and the
ey ! . .

Mughals is a subject to be 1nvest1gated thoroughly The cnrrent pigtures q:t;lé‘ng with those found in Uma-
tumani rock, Biswanath Ghat; pQrtraymg almost 1den__t_1g_al- scenes ar to be studied by an expert
hand. 2/ ' _
/ N

Among the royal charters of the Ahom perlod the present one as We‘ll as those two inscribed on the

stone pillar discussed above are the earlrest of the k1nd from hterary pdrfr’t of view, specimen of distinct

It can very rightly be pointed out that the r'olc'.k in'sc-lriptron"" presently lying by the side of the Kalia

Bhomora bridge about which we have discussed earlier had its rebirth towards the middle of the ninth
decade of the last century. During the beginning of construction of the bridge, the rock bearing the royal
charter stood as a stumbling block on its way .Railway authorities who was in charge of building it ,at
initial stage decided to demolish the rock for clearing the space they needed, this author, with the help of
a press in Assam,created a popular movement for long twenty one months in order to save it. A few
famous personalities of the country including Professor Maheswar Neog, a reputed scholar and Professor

Dinesh Chandra Sirkar, the internationally acclaimed epigraphist had encouraged the author in his feat to
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save the precious document. Assam Sahitya Sabha, the most dignified literary body too, came forward to
advocate the cause. Finally, the railways had to slice out the charter proper from the huge stone
consequent upon which the move that got underway on 1/5/1983 came to a successful completion on

23/1/1985.

In spite of our repeated appeals to the state government at that time through various means, the authorities
did nothing in this direction. Towards the close of 2015, the present author accompanied by Dr.Sanjib
Kataky, the then Director of Centre for Open and Distance Learning, Tezpur University approached the
registrar of the university who immediately visited all the three inscriptions along with us and assured the
duo of doing something concrete in the proposed direction. Fortunétil-y ,/for us, the Business

Administration Department of the university has come forward for taking some fruitful steps, both

temporary and permanent, for preserving and protecting this invaluabl js,ct of our heritage for
o

generations to come. S

FRABJOUS BOMDILLA AMIDST THE CLOUDS, ARUNACHAL PRADESH
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- Lakhyajyoti Bora
M.T.T.M, I'' Semester
Department of Business Administraton
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“A MEMORABLE JOURNEY”

- Rajendra Laxmi Dhamala
MBA, I"' semester
Department of Business Administration

The Idea of travelling and exploring new places always galvanized me up. With the busy schedule of
handling college life and the assignments somehow filled all of us with weariness. In between all this
boredom attacking us, came the news of our college tour which excited all of us. That journey turned to
become the most memorable journey of my life. We started our Journey from Dehradun and it was
directed to Jaipur, Jodhpur and then Jaisalmer. For me, it was the first time t’réw'e'll/ing with friends, before

I used to travel with family. So, the journey began with the entire students blissful impression filled with

zeal. We travelled to Jaipur by train. I was so delighted at the glimpses t se students who hardly
used to talk with each other during college days were helping each/Kher with Tuggage during tour.

Another electrifying thing of our tour was homemade fi \‘od as hostellers’we had to eat hostel food but

while traveling in train, at every station' some students :p_ ents cameAlp Wlth homemade food which we
all shared merrily. At Jaipur we V1s1ted Amber palace/ Hawa Ma and J. l our foots. I was so inspired by
the work done at Jaipur foots they are giving Whole new hfe any eason tojive for the people with leg
disability. After Jaipur, we* vrslted Jodhpur' where We p cived allurm,g art and blend of culture at
Mehangarh fort. Our next destmatlon was Jalsalmer Where W€ drd cameT safari and we were exposed to
Rajasthani culture. Durmg the journey, 1 understood the meamng of frren?isl?np and significance of bond

with people, got to know. many: thmgs about the RaJastham culture and ﬁomvrsrt to Jaipur foots I learned

that no matter how gruelhng hfe gets we, should never lose hope “‘{}3’4 the day arrived when our

beautiful journey ended. This j Joumey brought all of us, close and t ' ether it taught us the value of friends

in life and their importance. The, memory of this j Journey crosses my mmd very often leaving magnificent

picture of jovial time. In the end of that partrcular Joumey ';é wete all sad at the station because of

Ky, ¢

departure.

Did you know 2

o Bibi ka Magbara in Aurangabad has a strong resemblance to the 13y Mahal of Agra.
e The Royal Calcutta Golf Club is the first golf club ever, outside the United Kingdom.
o Patna has the world’s longest Wi-Fi range of 20kms which is in Bihar.
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“TRAVEL MORE, LIVE MORE”

- Saumick Kumar Das
MBA I'' Sem.
Department of Business Administration

TS
£ A h

leave that place you leave béhmcﬁ%‘wrb__of Y u am yoﬁ ca,n i ,, ' part again by revisiting that place. If
you want to be good traveller, ycu‘*'wst n{t, hav’é anyl ﬁﬁed d%stlnqpon you shouldn’t be interested in
arriving. Each and every journey has,aw éndg Bd’t th‘b eﬁd‘\lt s the journey that matters. When you
travel, you realize what a small place you occupy in this world and that makes you modest. Nothing
ignites a greater sense of childlike wonder than foreign travel. When you’re in a country where you are
ignorant of almost everything, you become a child again. Suddenly you can’t read anything properly, you
can’t write anything properly. Suddenly, one has only the primary knowledge of how things work. Isn’t
that exciting and fascinating that your whole existence becomes a series of guesses? Never confuse a
destination with a place. A destination is simply a way of seeing things with a different perspective.

Travelling is like a song. Even if you travel only once, the song is played on repeat mode in the playlist of
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the mind. One can never achieve without dreaming and one can never dream without travelling. Just like
a person, a place has a personality too. In fact, to be more accurate, a place has multiple personalities and
it brings out different personalities according to different travellers. There may be love, hate, friendship,
enmity between a traveller and a place accordingly. Only through travelling, you can find out where you
belong. Where one is accepted, another one is rejected. Sometimes, you travel to lose yourself and
sometimes, you travel to find yourself. One travels to gather more knowledge about the world than any
book, news paper or magazine will ever accommodate. One travels to become young again and fall in
love once more. Just because one is alone, doesn’t mean one has to feel lonely. One can never discover
the world for another. One can be alone and can only discover the world for oneself and by this, it

bifioco
J’r ’

becomes a common ground and a common bond and one ceases to feel lonelyq.‘ = 4
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“MAJULI: THE HERITAGE ISLAND”

Introduction

After reaching Nimati Ghat of Jorhat, Assam,
journey to Majuli by ferry at 3.30pm during
November to April across the mighty river
Brahmaputra along with a group of home-
returning villagers is a thrilling experience to a

visitor. Mild breeze welcomes the visitors to the

island and the panoramic view of the mlghty-“_l;:. /

Brahmaputra, its sandy undulations} and the'

view of the Himalayas from the ferry: refresh the
hustle and bustle of their 11f_e. The srghtlng of

Gangetic River Dolphin (Sihu in Assame‘se)'l
nearby ferry (jumping over' water 0nce or twrce) W
and the sun set in the Brahmaputra rnake the-'
journey more and more 1nterest1ng one: Flock of /

home returning birds with t_h_elr mlx_ture _of..s_weet L

calls, hearing of Oinitm (Mlshmg f01_k-"_;96r1g)

sung by Mishing (a tribe) youtlr.:' Bzhu .so'lngs"_
(Assamese folk songs) and the approachrng

sound of cymbals with Hari Nania'(sdng..‘ of

God) from Namaghars (prayer hall) are
wondering the visitors while the ferry approach
Majuli. On reaching the island, anyone can feel

serenity of his or her soul in this environment.

Majuli, one of the spectacular largest fresh-water

river islands of the World, is located in the mid

| [/service.
///hub for

|1/ al

"communal

- Tarunjyoti Borah
Department of Business Administration
Tezpur University

of the Brahmaputra in Assam. It’s coordinates
between 26 45’ to 27 12° N Latitude and 93 39’
to 94 35° E Longitude and 90m above the sea
level. It is situated ih botween the Brahmaputra

and Lohit- Kherkotiya Suti, bounded by Jorhat

_iglpur in North. It is a
nsisting of 3 Mauzas 20
and 243 Cadastral villages.
W,tth main land Jorhat by Ferry

1"'fthe transportation and trade

juli.in té;:ms of air, rail and road. It is
connéét}:d"@om North Lakhimpur. Majuli

plays a yltal role” 1nJhe religious and cultural life

: of the Assam’és% ‘pe.ople It is not only a
[ .-i'f'pﬂgrlmage of quj?nava faith but also a land of

rmqu and acting as a center of

'both Sa.fnn a @nﬁ“ Tribal- lore art &craft.

\

| Accordmg to *hterature of Mohammed Kazim, in

17th Qéntury the biographer of Aurangzeb, the

1sland was one hundred miles long. According to
A.J. Moffat Mills in 1853 states the island was
2, 82,163acres but due to erosion it has been
gradually decreasing its main land over the
years. Presently its area is less than about
886sq.Km. But, according to recent census data,

the current population is around 1.6Lakhs which
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has increased from 35,000 in 1901. The
population of the island may be divided in to 3
major groups. First group is belonging to
Brahmins, Kayastha, Kalita, Koch, Keot,
Kumar, Sut, Nath, Ahom tc., Second group is
Scheduled Tribe including Mishing, Deori and
Sonowalkacharis and last group is Scheduled
Caste mainly comprising Koibarta, Motok,
Bonias and Hiras. Moreover, there are
Rajosthanies, Bangali and Nepali People also.
Most of the people are engaged in raising kharif
crops (on alluvial soil) like Ahu , Sali and Bao.

Rabi crops like wheat, mustard oilseed, potato

some of them. e\ u; ,_-"_zg-.\l Lo/
) N f |

,‘*“\"‘\.

People are also skilful in drfferenT kmds of

'0‘

creative works such as Weavm,g, pottery, mask—
making, country Wooderrb(mt mﬁ(&ng, cane "'&'
art: &

bamboo  works,

; craﬁsq

Majuli means the landmass surrounded by water.
The island may be said to be the land of Ai
Lakshmi. Ma means Ai and Juli means resting

place because of availability of paddy, fish and

milk in plenty. However, there are some
controversies regarding its origin and formation.
According to popular belief, the land is
associated with King Arimatta. As an expiation
to the killing of his father (by Arimatta), he
offered some valuables to the Brahmaputra but
the river did not accept and divided into two
halves leaving his offerings in between. As a
result, the island was believed to be created.

There is another beifef- that the land became like

Krishna returned home

ied Rukmini and some

Dwaraka when Lo

along with newly

’og/) took ~place in this island in the

ﬂxteenth en‘[ur)far and since then it has been

nmf&)\and developed new forms of

‘mx

dd AT
3y Apédr({)ng ’[‘0 Juguni Tantra, Dharmapal,
"”" “Qgihm;ﬁya Chleftaln established his capital at

Ratanpur in Majuli. But, it was washed away by
the Brahmaputra. Later, Ahom king Chuhung
Mung expanded his empire up to Majuli and
constructed Garh (rampart) there (Raonagarh
and Dhoasola Garh). During British rule it was
developed as an important riverine port. In the
national Independent Movement the people of

Majuli participated under the leadership of

Page 47




UTTARAN- 2017

SPECIAL EDITION

Garamuriya  Sattradhikar ~ Pitambar Dava
Goswami. The island is continuing to remain
the hub of socio-religious activity. It is also said
that the formation of landmass may be caused by
the both great flood and large earthquake or
changing of channels of Brahmaputra and its

tributaries (Edward, A Gait)

Why Majuli is Heritage?;' 1

Although, there are no age old bulldmgs because /
most of the building of - Satras are made by' ;
natural resources which are replaced by new.-
one, time to time, and the drasti¢’ eros1on of:_--

Brahmaputra decrease its landmass. If one s1de

is washed away by the river, other side develops
its new landmass due to siltation of the river and
after a course of time it’s again used for
inhabitation. Although, the erosion is sorrowful
and destroys the land and property within this
natural evolution, the history a communal
harmony is still prevailing in this island with its

own glory from very ancient time. The natural

evolution destroys only the physical structure or
evidence but the traditional knowledge system
or the thought process is still transformed
generation after generation by oral-written
continuum. That’s why these natural evolutions
as well as the thoughts, social compositions of

the land and its people in Majuli are unique.

Sankardeva and Madhabdeva established Satra
institutes in Majuli along with other places of

Assam to propagate' ssence of life in the form

of Neo-Vaishnavisyi! But it can be said that the

1/ \% _hna'Vism a&d Majuli

: Durmg the Tth'@ent»ury, a socio-religious &

H“avm\m t@ok "hlace in Assam, under the

"\ leade‘rshlp of sﬁ\f‘Sankardeva contemporary to
'NanaT(dé*V‘a, Eattanyadeva Sankaracharya etc.

Thé SIgplﬁcahce of this social movement is not

mérely conﬁned to the strict regimen of a school
of thought; it imbibed with art and culture. The
equality, peace, nonviolence and flexibility are
the principles of this movement, with an aim to
constitute a casteless society, where Kirtana,
Dasama, Namaghosa and other religious
scriptures, the Angkia-Nat & Bhaona (Drama),
various types of dance forms depicting new

essence of life. The rich legacy of this
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renaissance finally led to the building blocks of
a vibrant Assamese culture still seen in the
institution of Sattras and Namagharas. These
socio-religious institutions are great
contributions of Sankardeva and his disciples
towards Assamese society. Sankardeva had
chosen Majuli as the germination center of the
said movement by establishing many Sattras in
Majuli. Since then, it functioned actively to
propagate the philosophy of Neo-Vaishnavism
and mass education. There were 65 Sattras in the
past but at present, there are 22 Sattras (as per
Sattra Sangha’s report is 36) functioning in

Majuli.
Sattra

The word Sattra means place where the Pundits .
(Sages) discussed about'Dhar_rria' or welfare’of
people (Brahmabaitrya.. Pﬁ‘réﬁ)
introduced this concept in Assam in-a new form.
which is recognized as-a prlmary 1nst1tute of
Vaishnavite movement for 1ts Wlde range ol

socio — religious activities. Bes1des the rellglous

activities, Sattra generates Varl_ous _e,ficments of _

Dances, Paintings, and Art & Crafts’ which _"are,
now recognized as the marvels of Assamese
culture. It is an old learning institute which acts
as a repository of manuscripts called Puthi or
handwritten about

manuscripts religion,

scholasticism, etc.

Each Sattra consists of five components such as

Kirtan Ghar, Bhakats, Sattradhikar, Sishyas and

‘smodern edugatign,

3Sankar'déva. W/

\ . are 81tuated

accessories. The Sattradhikar and Bhakats generally
reside within the four walls of Sattras and the
Sishyas live outside of Sattra premises leading
ordinary lives. The Sattradhikar is a head of the
institution and a spiritual guide and Bhakat helps
him in every respect. There are two types of Sattras
in Assam: (1) the Sattradhikar and Bhakats are
bachelors and (2) they are married and perform their
functions. In the case of first category the sishya
families generally“-{ edicate their sons (resident

disciples) to the sattras and who live in sattras for the

entire life since th i _‘hjood. These boys grew up

in Sattras and/lead arts, literature, philosophy,

crafts and agriculture with

Ghar (Prayer Hall) and Monikut (Sanctum). Close to

-Kzrtan Ghar a §,1>~/Iu.seum Store house, Pathsala

. _':f._(Readlng room Tf;,re ~located and the Hatis or the

S_"'f)’f the Bhakats and Sattradhikar

-pattern A_j-Bgtsora (Entry porch) is a wusual

) ) T8\ Tl accomg_amm\ent to the main constituents from four
mass education like Bhaona, Barge¢t,. __Sat:_tr'___lya-:-'-._-__: g, N

Besides these replicas, the regular practice of Nama
Prasong, Gayan-Bayan, Nat-Bhaona, art & Crafts
makes the Sattra a haven-like atmosphere. The green

environment with big ponds also adds to its charm.

After Sankardev Neo-Vaishnavism was divided into
four sects Brahma Songhoti (Idol in Sanctum and

practice Ahnik), Nika Songhoti (Monks are
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bachelors), Purush Sanghoti (monks are married and
no Idol in the Sanctum, Guru-Singhashon where
Holy Scripture is placed) and Kala Sanghoti (some
traditional rituals are also incorporat, But, all these
sects live harmoniously in Majuli. Auniati,
Garamurh, Dakhinpat etc., are examples of Brahma
Sanghoti ; Uttar & Dakhin Kamalabari, Bhogpur etc.
belongs to Nika Sanghoti, and Natun Samguri,
Narasimgha etc are some examples of Purush
Sanghoti. There are no Sattra in Kala Sanghoti in

Majuli but Sishyas are found in Sensuwa region.

These socio-religious institutions work for wel;fare-
of people of Majuli as well as Assa,t‘n Tﬁer' 4

institutions are dependent on agr1cu1turer wh}ch 1s=' .-.' f ,@
self-sufficient in nature. Even now. the Bhakats
(monks of Nika Sanghotl) Who dedlcate thelr whole'. _ "

life in Sattra for welfare of people as- well as 1earn1ng.;l.'

(which is sometimes not relevant m present c~on‘

for somebody) is 51gn1ﬁcant one. The pat
Bhakats may be good exampl'

for other which the Bhakats 1 amt from the Sattra.'-.".-_. Wi
: WO&dl or Qe?@ls\(Gold Silver, Brass etc). Ban-

philosophy. Sattra principles and act 1t1es facﬂltate

the various communities for thelr‘awlmllamo,n wﬁh

their colorful cultural life. Ll

“of moral educatlon" \

'. )
II\

1 Kmve,g znla?d work, Brass coins, icons, motifs

The Namaghar (The Community prayer hall)

The Namghar is also a unique creation saint
Sankardeva which is situated in most of the villages
of Assam. It is not a community prayer hall but also
plays catalytic role in fostering the spirit of sharing
and caring among the people. It acts as the village
councils and plays the most significant role in
matters of local self-governance. The concept of
Namaghar was highl}{ appreciated by Mahatma

Gandhi in his visit fo Assam during the time of

national moveme e said that the dream of

hayatiraj already in

‘A..._‘}'

AN M""— “-'&"' it

\M'ramre (man __‘ﬁpts) antiques and utilities.

1 useum:"ex{{BLts valuable items made of

ahi, _’Bqﬁ“Batl Sarai, Bota, Gong, decorative
of{Li;rd Krlshna ivory paduka, golden stick, big
elephant teeth, ivory comb, decorative mat, mat
made out of elephant’s teeth, fans made of cane,
baskets, handloom products, traditional dress
used by kings, utensils used by Saint Sankardeva
or other disciples are some of the items
exhibited in the museum of Auniati, Bengenati,

Kmalabari, Dakhinpat and other Sattras.
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Art & Craft

A vibrant tradition of art and craft is an
important component of cultural collage of
Majuli. This treasure includes music, dance, and
drama which were the basic medium deployed in
propagating the monotheistic philosophy of
Vaishnavism. In addition, Handloom products,
Basketry, Pottery, woodcarving, Mask - making,
Ivory-work, Silver Filigree work are some of the
traditional crafts still present on the Island.
These art forms and the learning processes

forming continuous tradition (Guru - Sishya

Parompara) from generation to generation, isy | -

significant.

The Sattriya Dance:

Sankardeva is the pioneer . in the creatlon of the
Sattriya dance forms Whlch are now recogmzed asl'_:'

the major Indian class1ca1 dance His d1501ples stlll'f'_ :

time,
essence. There are different dance forms hke Chalz

Raja Ghaiya Chali, Zumum, Na_du_yal__qu, Apsora,

Natuwa, Ramdani, Krishna na'ch‘,-"Da_&ha- Avatara,

Sutradhari. The initial steps of the dancesare cal.:l.e"'d"'.."?

Matiakhara (Exercise) in distinctive costumés' and
numbers of ‘Hatas” accompaniments with Khol
(Dram) and Tala (Crymbel) which are extremely
important nodes in the learning process and when
performed on the stage the audience becomes

spellbound.

rhythm of the dances has great aesthetlc"""._' ;___\_ff

Ankia Nat & Bhaona (Drama)

It is a unique performing art form of mass education
created by Sankardeva in Brajawali script. Nat
means Script and Bhaona is performance. The
Bhaona consists of Sutradhari (anchor), some
characters with dialogue, Gayan-Bayan (Musician or
playback singer) and Bahuwa (comedian). The
performer sometimes uses costumes and mask to
represent the characters. ’The Bhaon-Sabah is one of

the interesting cultur .'a.sf)ects of Majuli.

Music

= 14 . .
and perfon‘néd “n accordance with the time cycle

(Talas) The ”lyrlg,v devscnbes the activities of Lord

practice in Sattras and Vlllages in Majuh The style _}.‘j_ Krrshna The aj,jraetlve Oja-pali(Satriya) is also one

'gnrﬁcant perfcrlmng arts, where the performer

'.".'.recltes act1v1tre§k\*f Krishna in a dramatic way. The

.Gaya"'.Baxan ﬁrecedlng Bhaona, is also an another

attrac Ve di‘amatlc performance  where the

'-_'performers play a show with Khol (drum) and 7alas

(Crymbels).
Visual Art

The manuscripts on the barks of the Agoru trees
(Sanshi) coloured by Hangul and Haital were
preserved in the Sattras. For example, the “Hosti
Vidyarnava” is a pictorial manuscript which

describes about the diseases of elephants and
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these were written by Sukumar Borkath and
more than 100 such manuscripts are still
preserved in Auniati Sattra. This Sattra
continues this tradition and they are published in
Assamese Daily “ASSAM BILASHINI” for the
first time in Assam. Natun Kamalabari Sattra
has also one pictorial Bhagavat (newly prepared)
and many old aged scriptures. The wall
paintings, manuscripts and statues of Dakhinpat
Sattra, wooden mask of Garamurh Sattra, Old
aged utensils of Bengenati Sattra, mask making
of Samaguri Sattra, Basketry and can-bamboo
works of Auniati & Kamalabari Sattra are some

important visual art traditions.

Mask making

It is a very old tradition By which one can .
express the unusual chéra'ct_ér"s:' Wearing' the’
mask (made of cane, bamb'ob_‘ and clay) ove’r.his. |7
body, the performer - bléys bhaona The:.

Samaguri and Narasimgha Satttra of Majuh ard /\\

famous all over the World w1th 1magmat1ve /

artistic skills. The preparation of mask is typlcal

wherein skeleton of an image is _ﬁrst pr_gpared by'_ _
cane and bamboo and then "cd\'f'e_r_'eid, Wlth

newspaper or cloth while overlappin.g" it-'v_;/ith

clay for gaining the shape and simultaneously
colouring it by Hangul and Haital. There are
different types of masks like chuoo mukha
(mask covering the whole body), Chuti mukha
(middle size), Mukh mukha(covering the face
only).

V1s1t0rs -

N\ N\ Handloom

h andloom

Pottery culture

Kumar communities were engaged in the pottery
which is very old tradition of Majuli and it is
still present at Salmora. The handmade
technique (without used of wheel) is very much
special. They collect a special clay from the
bank of the Brahmaputra for making various
types of Pots (Kalah, Tekeli, Ghat, Mola,
Nadiya, Dunduri, a_\i;yc‘z,_ Mothia, Flower’s tub),

[
decorative items, toys/

Q”Q&r of Majuli continues to

“Hva,

.retam a place Gﬁ pride in Assam particularly for
| 1ts M'_ 12.1,1%1 hnd Endi Shawls. The women folk

‘\_'-.,_":‘Iengage m Weaving to a large extent while

'attendmg to the house-hold needs. They use

traditional motifs & techniques, home- made
thread and dye or colour also for making
traditional dresses. Kurta, Suriya, Chadar-
Mekhela, Seleng, Gamosa, decorative clothes
are some of the colourful dresses. Mirizim (

Shawls), Ribi Gaseng & Galuk (Mekhela &
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Chadar) are some traditional types of Mishing Tengaponiya, Borgayan and Patar gayan, the
women. Dibaangia is found only in Majuli. They perform
so many rituals like Deoghar Puja, Midideruwa,
Metuwa puja, Sawonia Puja as well as celebrate
Bihu with dances like Hurai Rangali, Silba,

Chazijuwa, jadegawa etc.

The Sonowal Kachari is the only Bodo origin
community, lives in Halodhibari area and also
contributed a colomrful collage of Majuli. The
Haidang dance & songs are performed in typical

) Nxplo style by  we

accompaniments

of  Tangali  with
Taka, Khuta.

Communal harmony

A number of communities such as Mzs\hzg;fg.s’ J’ ‘iﬂ‘ih om, Kaibdr
Deori, Sonowal Kachari, Chutl(i \w}gshbm,\ .‘ 7’! -"*’Zgﬁa
Kaibarta, Bonia, Koch, Kalwa\\ Bmhmlh anc}“ ."Ilj'a;,?'”
Kayatha have made Majuli, thg\ﬂlo‘meland With '. Il /) -

their distinctive way of life. n»; N &:‘ \ \’ \.
. N\ J‘ ~:“\

§ ) gz ‘/i/s' chukani geet (tinyots), Ai naam

Goa‘dess) Bon geet, Dehbichar geet,

1"\ { \
, -~
Gamrag dance with colourful tradltlonal 'rpése QBA] é\uudm (marrlage song), Nagara naam, Diha

an !

are known for their popular cultural traditions naam, Thiya naam, Bihu song, Oinitom (Songs

which are still in practice of Mishings), Deori Bihu, Sonowal Kachari geet

etc. The proverbs, jokes, riddles and Mantras
(hymns) are also elements of folklore. During
The Deori are another important Mongoloid the celebration of various festivals the people
population of Majuli at Jengrai area. Although sing while dancing.

they have four groups like Dibaangia,
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Festivals

The people of the island celebrate various socio-
religious festivals whereas some are calendric
like Bihu, birth anniversary of Lord Krishna,
Sankardeva, Madhabdeva and other disciples.
During these ceremonies people recite
devotional songs and play Bhaona at night. The
Rasa Purnima and Palnam in the month of
October-November are two major festivals in
Majuli. During the time of Rasa festival Majuli
becomes Brajadhama of Lord Krishna and all

sections of people take part with much

enthusiasm and gaiety The Palnaam festiva.é IS! |

\

hryaputra and at chaparis (Isle),

Sattra people recite Nama-Kirtan .gommubusly ]?lly @ tus 1n|\ Beels (water reservoir), the
\ |
without any break till the ‘cagbratlon ends '..l I ."I "'!'giféen pad llow master-seed field, the

During these times thousands Q{‘ *v1s1’cors eome to

Ma]ull to observe and pa'rtl‘é“gyat?ﬁﬁt Thé«jltl / ;w{ boﬁle ]Dct_phm (sihu) are some of the

¢

‘Gomrag” with colourful tradltlona‘]gﬂy g,s ,(f 1

e
{“f‘! .| ; _ff
Besides these recently introduce Majulf festwal

1g__ ;X\Bi:rds found in the water bodies and
elds‘\Swans Geese, Ruddy Shell ducks,
S.tﬁﬂ&s and Siberian cranes ete. are some for the

is also a plays an important role in tourism pleasure of eyes.

promotion in Majuli where showcase its Conclusion

kaleidoscopic cultural mosaic among the world

audience. The above stated attributes make the island
Majuli is an ideal place of tourism. The knowing
and unknowing practice of socio- cultural life of

people, by which they conserve the traditional
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knowledge system or thought process with its
environment and bio-diversity, is rare practice in
the day of modernization and globalization. In
this era of ultra-modern society the philosophy
of neo-Vaishnavism has becoming more relevant
for overall growth of a region and its people.
The life styles of the inhabitants who are closely
related with nature and Sattriya cultures make
the life simpler and keep away from pollution.
Although, Majuli is failed to be justify in
UNESCO heritage size, due to lack of
documentations, erosion protection measured by

the government or other reason, but it is
VO

world community. \ ‘{ 2 '-':7‘-"&.

\ '
becoming a popular tourist destination .am@ng‘\;y o
Vs 2

4
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For visit to Majuli
Climate: Sub-tropical monsoon, average temperature 27° C to 34° C
Best time to Visit: October to April
Language spoken: Assamese, Mishing, Deori ( Hindi & English)
Transportation:
By Air. Rowriah air port in Jorhat and Lilabari air port in North Lakshimpur
By Train: Moriani or Jorhat rail station
By Road: Jorhat is 309km from Guwahati and 75km from Kaziranga.
Majuli is connected with Nimati Ghat of Jorhat, which 12km from Jorhat town. Majuli
also connected from North Lakhimpur (40km) by ferry service and Dhakuakhana of Lakshimpur
(35 km from Jengrai of Majuli by winter road.

By Water: Nimati Ghat(Jorhat) to kamalabari (Majuli) at 7.30 AM, 10-30AM, 1.00AM
2.30 PM, 3.00PM 4PM and back 7.00AM, 7.30AM, 8.30AM; 12 30PM,
2.30PM and 3.00PM '

From Sumoimari to Nimatighat at 8AM and back 2-30 PM

From Dakhinpat to Nimatighat at 8§ AM and 9AM and back 2 -PM

From Phulani to Nimatighat at 8AM and back 3PM -

From Salmora to Nimatigaht at 9AM and back 3 PM

From Aphalamukh to Nimatighat at 8 AM'& 3 PM and back 8.30 AM & 2.00PM

Accommodation in Majuli;
Circuit House, Garmurhy; Guest House ||of] Uttar Kamala

Garamurh, Bhogpur Satiras, Prasanti Tourist Lodge, Ka
also available at Kamalbari:and Garamurh. /

Contacts ' : N/ -
Director of Assam Tour1sm Guwabhati Phone (0361 2547102)
Sub-Divisional Officer, Majuli; Garr_nurl_l l?__hone____ (Q37__7_527_{l4__24) i

.
-

=

o
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“BEWARE; BE AWARE...”

- Sushmita Borah,
MBA 1" semester.
Department of Business Administration

: “VENI VIDI AMAVI' B : -'f

Over the years the number of 1nternat10nal ‘tourist as 1rrcre£sed from million to billions.
There are various factors for 1ncrease in tourlsm act1v1t1es One such’ l‘fictor is Biodiversity.lIt plays an
important role in boostrng tourlsm in-a partlcular place The scenlo- beﬁ&lty,of a place attracts many
visitors towards it w1th an 1nnumerable Volume __Tourlsrn has a great },mpact on biodiversity both

positively and negatlvely There are certaln elemen N\

unaware of. One of such 1s the Invaswe A11en Plant

fictional being from another planet

These are those plants whlcharetransported‘fmmtheir nétive state to non-native state, get
colonized rapidly and cause harm to the native plahts of that state. TUCN (2000) defines alien plant
species as, “an alien species which becomes established in natural or semi-natural ecosystems or
habitat, is an agent of change, and threatens native biological diversity”. In general, we can say alien
plants are those plant species that are originally introduced from another country and later naturalized,
which may result in catastrophic consequences. Invasion of alien plants has become one of the
greatest threats to the natural ecosystem. . Invasion by these plant species cause extensive effects on
the habitats they invade, like impact on indigenous species diversity, soil nutrient composition,

altering forest fire cycles and loss of productivity of invading ecosystems, etc. According to the
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Convention for Biological Diversity, it is the second most leading cause, after habitat destruction, for

biodiversity loss. Some of the characteristics of invasive alien plants are:

i.  They grow very fast.

ii.  They reproduce rapidly.

iii.  High dispersal ability: The ability to disperse
the seeds of these plants is very high.

iv.  Phenotypic plasticity: The ability to alter
growth form to suit current -climatic
conditions.

v. They can tolerate a wide range of
environmental conditions.

vi.  They can successfully invade a wide range of
plants.

transfer by getting attache.g;

place which may be n01:1-:15\%1'w

: j an‘area and is difficult to control.
Tourism is one such reason for 1nve{s1oﬁ of;a\hbn\ plants, \so one should take care and Beware of
Invasive Alien plants and Be aware of new non-native plants seen around in native land and inform a
Taxonomist to identify the plant, which if detected as invasive alien plant in the earlier stage, can be

eradicated or controlled.
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“TO BE GONE!”
Agastya Hiloidari
M.T.T.M, 3rd semester
Department of Business Administration
This life, this effing boring life;
Longs that eternal vibe,
The vibe so strong with a song,

That's what I need now.

I want to be gone.

Gone with the winds and

Fly with the birds over the sands;

Watch the ShlpS _ee % =y

And neVer go back Y L

And.maybe wont ﬁnd thd evarldst %s\hoe

Feel the blzarre promise of Llonehness

Never realize the essence of being safe inside.

The urge to meet new faces, new hopes;
Boy, that does sound dope!
Explore the nature and scream,

The eyes beckoning the gleam.
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That's what I need now.

I want to be gone now!

Experience the eerie bridges,
Feel the happy rains splashes,
Hold the sand into the palm,
To know how life keeps calm.
Play songs and dance to the tunes,

Strings on the guitar in June.
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TGS (2912

Abhinandan Dutta

F: b9 fayas =ars JeeEnE
&1z famIfE (fem 2amfs ik

CTESIAT aiff; caif¥; o= ST =3
feTe forsrgd e 51
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MORE THE TRAVEL
MORE THE DUTIES

Chayanika Gogoi
MBA I*" Semester
Dept. of Business Administration

It’s easy to lose the way, to deviate towards wrong path, to make wrong decisions and lead a life of
unsatisfied wishes. Each one of us, at one point of our lives, feel that what we are doing is not what
we should be doing and where we are is not the place we are meant to live. Many a times, we feel like
escaping to somewhere far away, to find ourselves and bring back the peace we lost in the race of
livelihood. Psychologically, this feeling is nothing but our brain’s need to have a break and to
replenish itself, so that, it could be filled with positive energy enough to get us going in our hectic
lives. i

leaving us recharged. And a bigger thanks to all those people who make thj

exotic tribes, rare
-

rselves, the adventurous

associated with their occupation. Have they not been there, the beauti
hilly terrains would have been only a tale for us. For every side we havg to
traveler or the peace craving hermit, eachjof'our trayel satisfies egch 6t their needs. It is actually
possible because of the coordination of*the local groups-of the tourist laces and the people related to
tourism industry. Now imagine, all these:bé gone, one day'm futyre. Thls’ is a very possible scenario
because there may be many who seek from those heayen_s but rely dowe see those who serve as a
saviour. Only a few peoplesexist; who are working to"' l(Ie‘ep the ces_,.nahqal. Many of us, to please
ourselves with beauty that the world offers, to us buf/forgef-our re'spo'ns‘ibility to not leave it ugly for
others. To be a part of-the: happmess we get when/we visit ethnic place”s _we must take care that we
also contribute to further:enhance the value it.has amongst the- people It rs already evident that earth
provides enough to make us feel like kings: but explo1t1ng it Wlll only leave us being beggars. So, it is
our responsibility to return the gesture-to-those places we. VlSIt From egnmg up the mess we create
when staying there to helping the hosts-to get 4 better surroundmg By nig so we don’t only help the
nature as tourists but purifyourselves; So v1s1t1ng those;, it should of our topmost concern not to
disrespect their religion . their local/clisfoms and treat the' o mes as hotel rooms. It is our
responsibility not to destroy what We come to enjoy. Take pride in what experience you get from the
travel and take pride in the pos1t1v1ty you managed to fill § in the place where you travelled to. For the
best travelling is to change for better, for the tourlsts and frorn the tourists.
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Did you know 2
1. Calcutta might not have been the city of princes, but the Calcutta Polo Club is the

oldest one i the world!

2. The Birla Planetarium in Kolkata 1s the largest planetarium in Asia, and the second
largest in the world!

3. The ancient city of Vaishali is considered to be the first republic in the world.

4. Almost every city m Rajasthan is color coordinated. Jaipur 1s pink, Udaipur is white,
Jodhpur is blue and Jhalawar is purple!

EN-ROUTE BUMLA PASS
Photo credit — Rituraj Choudhury
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THE TEMPLE THAT RINGS A BELL

Rajib Das
M.T.T.M 3" Semester

Department of Business Administration
2016-2018

complex. The sizes of the bells Vary m all 31zes .‘a féw.\Velghmg to 55Kg. The establishment

of this temple relates to a popular local story, which says that, in the year 1965, the tea garden
workers of this area noticed a Shiva Linga, which emerged from the ground near a Banyan
tree. The administrator of the garden decided to build a temple around the premises of the
Banyan tree. Initially, people who came to offer their prayers, they promised to come back

and present a bell if their prayers were answered.

With the passage of time this particular tradition of presenting and tying or hanging a bell on
the sacred banyan tree increased manifold. Devotes came thriving to this place to get their

wishes fulfilled. The mystical power of this temple is so great that without any exuberance
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and grand standing this simple abode of the Lord Shiva brings millions of devotees who
shower their beliefs by offering bells thus popularizing it as the Bell Temple. Many people
even offer pigeons after their wishes are being fulfilled. The offering of a trishul (trident), a
pigeon or a bell is considered sacred in a Shiva temple and thus this tradition is followed here

too.

In the beginning the temple had only the Banyan tree with the grounded Shiva Linga and a
boundary wall, with the passing of time the devotees had created a beautiful temple that has

three bell shaped domes temple is devoid of exuberance, style and other pompous splendour.

If we visit the place we can see bells hanging all over, some have msgt’ed through the years but
o

some are shiny golden. Along the iron bars heaps of bells in varjou$ sizes are stringed

together with red strings that easily capture the eyes and dis an unusual sight of

A temple stands without a statue ha\( ﬁoigdf%rmal sho a fleet of priests running

T* ;

around, no loudspeakers beltm,gguf‘ dev‘(}%\pp ‘GTmed
of size from left to right. Bat, still the te

Shiva Llnga beneath a Saqeq b

RUMTEK MONASTERY, SIKKIM

Page 66







