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B WELCOME TO THE DEPARTMENT OF ASSAMESE

The Department of Assamese, established in 2020, is a new department. However, it may be said to have begun life as
the Centre for Assamese Studies which was established in 2011. The primary aim of the Centre was to undertake and
foster research in Assamese language and culture and one of its achievements was the creation of an extensive digital
archive of Assamese manuscripts, books, and important documents, from the medieval period to the modern. The
present Department incorporates such existing facilities.

In view of the paucity of standard texts of classical and canonical works of Assamese literature (for example, the works
of Madhava Kandali and Sankaradeva, Madhavadeva, Rama Saraswati and others), including concordances to the major
works of Assamese literature, the Department’s first programme, the post-graduate degree programme in Assamese,
will incorporate courses in textual criticism/text-critical studies and digital humanities.Textual criticism/text-critical
studies and digital humanities have also been identified as the thrust areas in research.
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Editor’s Note

2020 has been a wearying year for all of us. The Covid-19 pandemic has
brought huge changes to people’s lives. Ours would be an age of uncertain tests
and tribulations. The forthcoming times are unsettling too, even after the
imposed lockdown and acceptance of the new normal. Amidst the hard times
of the year, the department of Assamese was established at Tezpur University
and now, it is about to complete one academic year. Like all other institutions of
higher education our department had to face numerous challenges due to the
pandemic. The usual academic activities and even the classes of master’s
programme have been carried out online. Despite the unexpected turns in the
journey, the department has marked its presence with its various academic
activities. The department has organized a few noteworthy events this year
along with the academic activities. This brochure is a humble attempt to archive
those events and activities, the journey of the department and its ventures into
the world on its first year.

Jyotishman Das
Editor
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From the HoD’s Desk

The Department of Assamese was established in 2020. The department
started with introduction of the two year Post Graduate programme. The
Department at present has four faculty members with an intake capacity
of twenty for P.G. programme. The year 2020 has come to an end and in
this departmental brochure; a humble attempt has been made to give a
pen picture of various activities of the newly established department. In
the academic sphere, the contribution of the faculty members in their
respected field is worth mentioning. The involvement of the students in
different online activities is also encouraging. We wish with each passing
year our endeavor will achieve more perfection. At last, | extend my
greetings and appreciation to all those associated with publishing of the
departmental brochure.

Dr. Subrat Jyoti Neog
Associate Professor and Head
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WEBINAR

A National Webinar on ‘Contemporary Assamese Literature (2000-2020)’

A webinar on Contemporary Assamese Literature (2000-2020) was organized by the Department of Assamese, Tezpur
University on 12th June, 2020. The inaugural session was started at 10:30 am. Professor Prasanta Kumar Das, Dean,
Humanities and Social Sciences, Tezpur University welcomed the Vice-chancellor, Tezpur University, the speakers of the
webinar and the participants to the first event organized by the newly established Department of Assamese. Followed by
the brief welcome address, Professor Vinod Kumar Jain, Vice-chancellor, Tezpur University inaugurated the webinar with an
encouraging speech. In his inaugural address, he gave an overview of Assamese literature in brief and also talked about the
importance of literature as a reflection of human relationship. The first presentation of the webinar titled “Contemporary
Assamese Novel (2000-2020)” and it was delivered by Professor Bibhas Chaudhury, eminent critic and Professor,
Department of English, Gauhati University. The second lecture entitled “Contemporary Assamese Short Story (2000-2020)”
was delivered by Arindom Borkataki, eminent critic and Assistant Professor, Department of English, Anandaram Dhekial
Phookan College, Nagaon. The second session of the webinar and the third lecture was held at 3 pm with Gunakar Deva
Goswami’s presentation on “Contemporary Assamese Drama (2000-2020)”. Deva Goswami, an eminent theatre personality
of Assam focussed on three kinds of Assamese plays, namely one act play, plays of mobile theatre and that of the amateur
groups. The fourth and last lecture on “Contemporary Assamese Poetry (2000-2020)” was delivered by Professor M.
Kamaluddin Ahmed, an eminent poet and critic and a professor of the Department of Assamese, Gauhati University.
Elaborating the socio-political and intellectual background of Assamese poetry, he focussed on the manifold trends of
contemporary Assamese poetry. Each panellist also took part in the question-answer session after presentation. The
webinar ended at 5 pm with the vote of thanks offered by Subrat Jyoti Neog, Associate Professor and Head, Department of
Assamese, Tezpur University. The webinar was held through Google Meet app and it was also being lived in Facebook. More
than 1100 participants participated in the Facebook Live programme.
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WORKSHOP

An workshop on Professional Curriculum Development

Department of Assamese, Tezpur University in collaboration with Teaching Learning Centre, TU organized a one-day
workshop on Professional Curriculum Development on 17th July, 2020. The first session of the workshop started at 9:30 am
and it was inaugurated by Professor Prasanta Kumar Das, Dean, Humanities and Social Sciences, Tezpur University, in which
three distinguished academics of Assam namely Professor Nagen Saikia, Professor Ranjit Kumar Dev Goswami and Professor
Phanindra Narayan Dutta Barua took part and put forward their valuable suggestions on the draft syllabi of the newly
established Department of Assamese, Tezpur University. Professor Ranjit
Kumar Dev Goswami, who also adorned the prestigious Srimanta
Sankaradeva Chair of the university, marked the day as historic moment
and expressed his gratitude to the Vice-Chancellor, Tezpur University,
Professor Vinod Kumar Jain for establishing the much-awaited Department
of Assamese.Professor Nagen Saikia and Professor P N Dutta Barua
anticipated that the new Department will make substantial contributions
towards the development of Assamese language, literature and culture.
Professor Mrinmoy Kumar Sarma, Director, Teaching Learning Centre,
Tezpur University inaugurated the second technical session which started
at 3 pm. Followed by the inaugural address, Professor Poonam Batra,
distinguished educationist and Professor, Department of Education,
University of Delhi, delivered her lecture on “Designing Curriculum for
Humanities and Social Sciences: What Should be our Concerns and
Deliberation?” In her insightful lecture, Batra emphasized on the ideas of
democracy, secularism and plurality of India while preparing syllabi for
Humanities and Social Sciences. The last lecture of the workshop entitled “P. G. Level Assamese Curriculum and Professional
Development Opportunities for Teachers” was delivered by Professor Nirajana Mahanta Bezbora from Department of
Assamese, Dibrugarh University. The workshop was held through online mode and all the faculty members of the
Department of Assamese, Tezpur University actively participated in the workshop by sitting in the auditorium, TLC, TU.
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Online Faculty Development Programme (FDP) in Assamese

Department of Assamese, Tezpur University in collaboration with Teaching Learning Centre (TLC), Tezpur University organized
a weeklong online Faculty Development Programme in Assamese during 28th December 2020 and 2nd January 2021 which
was coordinated by Assistant Professor Dr. Sanjib Deka. More than fifty teachers from various institutions took part in the
FDP. The FDP in Assamese is proposed with the objective to acquaint the participants, teachers of Assamese literature and
language, with the emerging trends in literary theory and criticism. The FDP brought together academicians and experts
representing various research fields: philosophy, history, cultural studies, literary studies, film studies, and gender studies and
served as a platform for sharing their knowledge, experiences and research findings to inform and renew the participants’
knowledge. Followed by the brief welcome address and remarks by Subrat Jyoti Neog, HoD, Professor Mrinmay K Sarma,
Director, TLC inaugurated the FDP with an encouraging speech. Eminent writer Dr. Ramkumar Mukhopadhyay was the Chief
Guest of the inaugural ceremony. The FDP consisted of 17 lectures and three activity session .The speakers of the FDP were
Madan M Sarma (Former Professor, Dept.of English, TU), Prodip Khataniar (Former Professor, Dept.of Philosophy, Cotton
University), Arupjyoti Saikia (Dept.of HSS, IT Guwahati), Amit R Baishya (Dept.of English, University of Oklahoma, USA),
Bibhas Chaudhury (Dept.of English, Gauhati University), M Kamaluddin Ahmed (Dept.of Assamese, Gauhati University),
Manoj Borpujari (Prolific Writer and eminent film-critic), Abhijit Bora (Dept. of MCJ, TU), Sikhar Kr. Sarma (Gauhati
University), Rakhee Kalita Moral (Dept.of English, Cotton University), Chandan Kumar Sharma (Dept.of History, Dibrugarh
University), Mrinmoy Pramanick (University of Calcutta), Avinibesh Sarma ( Kolkata Institute of Art Conservation), Bhaskarjit
Neog (JNU, New Delhi), Sanjib Sahoo (Dept.of English, Tezpur University), Jyotirmoy Talukdar (Centre for writing and
Communication, Ashoka University). Professor Pona Mahanta, Eminent writer and Former Professor, Department of English,
Dibrugarh University was the chief guest of the validictory session.
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Professor Nagen Saikia’s Lecture on ‘Aesthtics and Literature’

The First lecture of the series of special lectures organized by Department of
Assamese, held on 12th November, 2020. Through the medium of ‘Google Meet’,
Speaker eminent litterateur and intellectual Professor Nagen Saikia gave a
thought provoking lecture on ‘Aesthetics and Literature’. Head of the department,
Dr. Subrat Jyoti Neog conducted the programme, where in the ‘Conversation
Session” with Prof. Saikia, Assistant. Professor Dr. Mausumi Kandali, Asst. Professor
Dr. Juri Dutta, Student Kiran Das and Nayan Chetia etc. have joined.

WK Fwlerq FHFIE S TEaT @l (IS ¢ FAerwe! 2Rt 741)
b qEH, K0%0 BIRTY SRR [elaR Srmile wwifee Rem Tgesie saRib!
fRefrERm PR fAenR erew Skl seRe! BRIl | M@ Fwe NS
ORI e ¢F Igrel e F(E | AR IR AT 2Bg S SRR AfRe
2OZITS N4 FHETT IR $FeS R SATRCIGRIF A SA9BIR AR | <2 =1
[ ofte @RRPRET Reme SRR | (Sried e TYEN ST AR
-2l ST ATFRTH e &Rl 72 el Brafoe 23 | FTARS! *ZF 1 799 I69
Alge [T FWSE TRIAAZIFIN! TF YG-RG P I To-RITa Sl S 23 |
TSI FZFI TAEF AGK #I57 (THIZ TS Q1 ST ST S AR T 27l
F(F o TTH S17i TFgeoceniie @ew |

Lilabati Saikia Bora on ‘The Language of Madhava Kandali’s Ramayand’
The Second lecture of the series, held on 18th November, 2020, was given by Lilabati
Saikia Bora, Gauhati University’s former professor and renowned linguist on ‘The
Language of Madhava Kandali’s Ramayana’. Asst. Professor Dr. Sanjib Pol Deka
conducted the programme, where in the conversation with Prof. Saikia Bora, student
Debasish Buragohain, Ripu Kachari, Pranchi Bora, Azizur Rahman have asked some
questions about Medieval Assamese Literature and Language and also about her
works. Inagural Speech and Vote of Thanks were given by Head of the Department Dr.
Subrat Jyoti Neog.
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A Special Lecture on the occasion of Prof. Lila Gogoi’s Birth Anniversary

With the co-operation from the family of Prof. Lila Gogoi, Department of Assamese of Tezpur
University organized a special lecture on the occasion of Prof. Lila Gogoi’s birth anniversary on 25th
November, 2020. The topic of the lecture was ‘Digital Humanities and Culture’. The programme
began with a welome address by Dr. Subrat Jytoi Neog and conducted by Asst. Prof. Dr. Sanjib Pol
Deka. Professor Vinod Kumar Jain, Vice-chancellor, Tezpur University inaugurated the programme
with an encouraging speech on ‘Digital Humanities’. From the chair of chief guest Prof. Nagen Saikia
highlighted the life and works of Prof. Lila Gogoi. On behalf of the family of Prof. Gogoi, Asst. Prof.
Balin Kumar Konwar spoke about his experience with Prof. Lila Gogoi. Resource Person Samantak Das
from Jadavpur University gave a thought provoking speech on the topic of ‘Digital Humanities and
Culture’. Tezpur University’s faculty members, Balin Kr. Konwar, Mausumi Kandali, Parashmoni Dutta
took part in the interaction session with the Resource person Prof. Das, More than fifty participants
joined the programme through Google Meet. The programme went on air live through the official
youtube channel of Department of Assamese, Tezpur University.
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Lecture on ‘State formation process in early and medieval Assam’ by Chandan Kumar Sharma

Third lecture of the series of special lecture, held on 30th November, 2020. Head of the department of History, Dibrugarh
University Chandan Kr. Sharma gave a significant speech on State formation process in early and medieval Assam. Asst. Prof.
Dr. Sanjib Pol Deka conducted the whole programme. A conversation between speaker Sharma and participants and students
also took place.
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Dr. Mayurakshi Chaudhuri’s lecture on ‘Importance of Digital Humanities’ HT-todhpur

Dr. Mayurakshi Chaudhuri, Assistant Professor of Dept. of Sociology of Indian Institute of Techhnology, Jodhpur gave the
fourth lecture of the series on 10th December, 2020. (The programme started with a welcome address by Dr. Subrat Jyoti
Neog. In the speech cum presentation, Dr. Chaudhuri discussed the importance of Digital Humanities in contemporary
academic study. She also covered the history, background, development and range of Digital Humanities in her speech. Asst.
Prof. Dr. Juri Dutta conducted the programme.
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Dr. Arjun Ghosh’s on ‘Digital Humanities and Literature’ —

) ) ) ) Speaker : Dr. Arjun Ghosh
Fifth lecture of the series of special lecture, held on 16th December, 2020. Associate. Prof. of the IIT-Delhi

department of Humanities and Social Sciences, IIT Delhi Dr. Arjun Ghosh gave a significant speech on
Digital Humanities and Literature. In his speech he also discussed about the aspect of digital humanities in the field of
Literature. Asst. Prof. Jyotishman Das conducted the whole programme.
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Kanak Ch. Saharia on ‘Evolution of Assamese Script’

Kanak Ch. Saharia, Prof. of Gauhati University gave the sixth lecture of the series on 26th December, 2020. The subject of the
lecture was, ‘Evolution of Assamese Script’. Speaker Saharia discussed about the Historical evolution of Assamese script up to
present era. Students of Assamese Department participated in an interaction session with the speaker Kanak Ch. Saharia.
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PUBLICATIONS AND ACADEMIC ACTIVITIES OF FACULTY (January-December, 2020)

T e (Eife el
STRCIIN ST S RSN 2w
Dr. Subrat Jyoti Neog

Associate Prof. and Head of Dept.

T g e
RIS SIS

Dr. Juri Dutta
Asstt.Professor

Publication in UGC care listed Journal

. “f ¢ SRAIFTAITCE 77 5aibb@” (Aamis: A Surrealist Film), Satsari, January 2020, ISSN 2319-8893

. “reifes SIoly oo beftba” (Contemporary Indian Regional Films), Satsari, March 2020, ISSN 2319-8893
. ‘TP 5EIthE RS (Assamese Film literature), Gariyashi, September,2020, ISSN 2349-5324

o “OTSGI-OIER SIS ArefeF 65 (Contemporary Assamese Drama: A study in the light of Green-Studies),
Satsari, Dec 2020.

Other Publications in Periodicals

. “HeHvET IAFM ¢ @F e (An article on film Appreciation), Prantik, 1st June 2020, ISSN 0971-5932

. “Areifes Tea-2HNEE SIS IN belftbg” (Contemporary Post Colonial Indian Films), Janambhumi, 1st April 2020
. “q& AR AGF” (Naren Patgiri’s Play), Geet, March 2020

. “NTHIET (PGS TROT TeF-siweeTa A1, Amar Asom, 8th March 2020

. ‘G, e o BoRf& (A review on the Book ‘Jiban,Bijnan aru Upalabdhi), Dainik Janambhumi, 19th June 2020
« “WJI ¥V (5”5 (The Last Chapter-A film Review), Geet,March 2020

. “q6F BN beIftbad 2fSAI6S e (Postitive Influence of Drama and Film), Dainik Janambhumi, 8th Feb 2020

« “Pradip Kurbah'’s film : An analytical study”, E-Cinelndia, December 2020.

. “GeTfobary qwdel” (Cinematic Realism), Xahitya.org, Dec 2020

Invited Talk
«+ Invited as a Resource Person for the Web-talk on the theme “Eco-criticism and Assamese Drama”, organised on
12th July 2020 by the Youth Minds, Guwahati.

Publication in UGC care listed Journal

. “TRIGFRT AT B ST Al (Literature at the Time of Crisis and the Relevance of Studying Literature)
in Satsari, Vol No 16, Issue No 2, September, 2020. Pp 27-37

. “Tgw 2SRRI B 2T @RS, (New Historicism and its Relevance) in - Satsari, Vol No 15, Issue No 8, February,
2020. Pp 43-48

Other Articles Published in Periodicals

. “Rig o 2 Wi FIETOR 55 (Biju Piyar’s Smile and the Story of Independence) in Prakash (ISSN 2279-0683),
Edited by Mihir Deuri and published by Publication Board Assam (November, 2020) Third Phase: Vol 200, Pp 55-58

« “Bl (b1 @ weT@” (Translation of Wan Kharkrang’s original story), Monikut.com, August 2020.

Invited Talk

« Invited as a Resource Person for the Web Talk on the theme “SRS T HIfZe) o1 SgaVE @il (Indian Literature,

Relevance of Translation) organized on 8 September, 2020, by the Grantha and Cinta Prabah Group and Asam Book
Trust.

Faculty Development Programme

« Participated in a Week long Faculty Development Programme (FDP) on “STifass STt AfZers #+51e) fZed emis”
(Reference of Western Literature in Modern Assamese Literature) from 17 August, 2020 to 22 August, 2020.

Papers presented in Seminars/Conferences

- International

Presented a paper titled “Problem of Equivalence: A Study of Two Assamese Novels in English Translation” in an
International Webinar on Assamese Literature in Translation: Theory and Practice organized by Department of
Modern Indian Languages and Literary Studies, University of Delhi, Delhi on 27 and 28 November, 2020.

Webinar/Conferences/Workshops attended

« Participated in the Expert Conversation on “Ethnoliterature and the Environment in the North East Indian Literary context” organized by School of
English, Kumaraguru College of Liberal Arts and Science, Coimbatore on 7 August, 2020

« Participated in an International Webinar on Need for Gender Research on COVID 19 Global Pandemic: Challenges and Prospects organized by P G
Department of gender Studies and Sarala Devi Centre for Gender Research, Rama Devi Women’s University, Bhubaneswar on 4 July, 2020

«+ Participated in a National Webinar on Women and Health Inequalities: An Action Approach during COVID 19 Crisis organized by Chandraprabha
Saikiani Centre for Women Studies, Tezpur University on 24 June, 2020

+ Participated in a National Webinar on Gender Inequalities and COVID 19: Survival Strategies for Women organized by Chandraprabha Saikiani Centre
for Women Studies, Tezpur University on 17 June, 2020
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PUBLICATIONS AND ACADEMIC ACTIVITIES OF FACULTY (January-December, 2020)

T° AGR
TR ST
Dr. Sanjib Deka

Asstt.Professor

erifess v
TR S

Jyotishman Das
Asstt.Professor

Book Published

- 39! (Barmajhili, Short Story Collection in Assamese, Published by Panchajanya, Guwahati, 2020. ISBN:
978-93-8864598-0).

o (Ve 77 b4 IS (Hemaprabha Das Racana Sambhar, Edited with an Introduction, Published by Assam
Publishing Company, 2020, ISBN: 978-81-86485-08-1).

Other Publications

- ®e7#f (Alap, Edited, an academic journal, 6th Issue)

« ‘What Lies Over Here?’ (Short Story published in How to Tell the Story of an Insurgency, Edited by Aruni
Kashyap, Published by HarperCollins Publishers India, 2020, ISBN: 978-93-5357-652-3).

Invited Talk

« Delivered a lecture on “Mamoni Raisom Goswamir Rajnaitik Cetana” in a panel discussion on the Contribution
of Mamoni Raisom Goswami organized by Nezine on June 21, 2020. (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=
0CGQFIpzHAY&t=1423s).

« Delivered a Talk entitled “Introducing Medieval Assamese” organized by Kuhipaath in collaboration with Centre
for Indigenous Endangered Languages, Dr. Shyama Prasad Mukherjee University, Ranchi. August 23, 2020.
(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TmTXhTg-3DA&t=1098s).

« Convenor, Moderator and Panellist of the Maheswar Neog Memorial discussion on “Life and Works of
Professor Maheswar Neog” organized by Professor Maheswar Neog Memorial Trust. 13th September 2020
(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R9U2MSSvYII&t=11342s).

« Delivered a speech on ‘The Curious Translation of Sutika Patal: Print, New Literate Sphere and the Practice of
the Pre-modern Verse Texts in Colonial Assam’ in a Webinar on ‘Assamese Literature in Modern Era organized by
Indira Gandhi National Centre for the Arts, Regional Centre (NERC) Guwahati, 27th November, 2020.

Member Nominated
« Nominated as a Member of Children’s Literary Trust, Assam.

Publication in UGC care listed Journal

. “Gife 913997 (S sitprel RrFs-AfZfes eI (Padmanath: The Pioneer of Assamese Society), Satsari, October,
2020, ISSN 2319-8893.

e “Radha Govinda Baruah(1900-1977): The Architect of Modern Assam and his times”, International Journal of
Management, November, 2020, ISSN Print-0976-6502, Online-0976-6510.

Other Publication
« “Assamese Campus Novel of 21st Century: An Introductory Discourse”, International Journal of All Research
Education and Scientific Method, November 2020, ISSN 2455-6211.

Invited Talk

« Resource Person of the webinar on “Historical Background of Kaivartas of Assam”, organised by Centre for
Ethnic Studies and Research and Kaivarta Sahitya aru Sanskritik Sabha, Assam, 2nd August, 2020.

« Radio talk on “Ecocriticism and Assamese Literature” on Gyanmailinee Community Radio, Dibrugarh University,
30th July 2020.

Faculty Development Programme/ Worshop Attended

« Participated in one week online faculty development programme on Research Methodology organized by
Kumar Bhaskar Varma Sanskrit and Ancient Studies University and Barbhag College, 24th June, 2020-30th
June,2020.

« Participated in weeklong online workshop on Assessment and Evaluation, organized by Teaching Learning
Centre, Tezpur University, 24th August — 29th August, 2020.

« Participating in the Workshop on Development of E-module in Four Quadrant Approach organised by TLC,
Tezpur University, 11-12 December, 2020.
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STUDENTS’ ACHIEVEMENT
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UGC NET JRF Award

Debasish Buragohain, a student of M.A. received the Junior Research Fellowship Award from
UGC on November,2020.

30%0-3% QI RISTHG AL NFFT Rrmidoee
THE FIRST BATCH OF STUDENTS, 2020-21

(From Left) Anjelika Saikia, Arpana Das, Azizur Rahman, Barsha Baishya, Bhabani Gogoi, Bijumoni Lahan, Chandana Das,
Debasish Buragohain, Dikshita Dutta, Hirajyoti Dutta, Kiran Das, Madhumita Ghosh, Momi Dutta, Nayan Chetia,
Nishamoni Mahanta, Pranchi Bora, Pritisikha Saikia, Ripu Kachari, Santana Borah and Upasana Bora

Chief Patron : Prof. V. K. Jain, Vice-Chancellor, Tezpur University
Editor : Jyotishman Das
Editorial Team : Dr. Subrat Jyoti Neog, Dr. Juri Dutta, Dr. Sanjib Deka
Layout : Arup Konwar
Contact : 0-3712-273240, deptofassamese.tu@gmail.com, hod_assamese@tezu.ernet.in
Website : http://www.tezu.ernet.in/das/




