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Festive Greetings & Wishing you all a happy new year 2024

I am happy that the University is publishing the October
to December edition of the Newsletter. Several significant
activities were organised during the period. The University
held its 21st Convocation with great pomp and gaiety,
hosting the honorable Defense Minister of the Nation, Shri
Rajnath Singh. I would like to congratulate all our fresh
alumni on graduating from this prestigious institution and
wish them success in future endeavors.

Let me give you a brief outlook on Tezpur University's
vibrant research ecosystem. The current year’s publication
record includes 558 journal papers, 30 books, 155 book
chapters, and 63 conference proceedings among other
forms of publications. Many of our teachers are members
of national and international prestigious academic and
research bodies. They have been engaged as editors,
members of the editorial board, and reviewers of several
highly-acclaimed journals and publication houses. I am
happy to inform that the University is experiencing a notable
surge in the filing of patents, indicating a robust culture of
innovation and research within its academic community.
The University has so far published 53 patents, granted
patent stands at 28, granted design is 4 and technology
transfer is 11.

I hope this edition of the Tezpur University Newsletter
finds you well, and I look forward to reporting further
glorious moments earned by the institution.

ditorial

Tezpur University’s latest edition of its
newsletter features the 21st Convocation,
which hosted Sri Rajnath Singh, Defence
Minister of India. Our prestigious institution
continued to shine, finding its place in QS World
University Ranking for Sustainability. Many of
our faculty members have made us proud by
winning accolades around the nation and at
global level.

The University organised several important
workshops and events of academic and
cultural significance. To name a few - the 13th
CESI International Conference, a workshop
for secondary-level students on National
Mathematics Day by the Department of
Mathematics, as well as the National Press Day
by the Mass Communication & Journalism
Department.

The University signed an MoU with IIT
Guwahati marking a new beginning of an
exciting journey of collaboration and growth.
Bodofa Upendra Nath Brahma Chair is in
the final stage for implementation and the
establishment of Dr. Bhupen Hazarika chair is
under process. Proposals for some more chairs
are under consideration.

It is also a matter of great satisfaction
and pride that the University is gearing up to
celebrate three decades of existence on January
21st 2024. It can be mentioned here that the
Department of Physics of our University is also
observing silver jubilee celebrations this year.
This is an occasion of celebration, pride and
accomplishment.

As per the spirit of Tezpur University Act &
Statute on constitution and functioning of the
Students’ Council of the University (TUSC),
the newly-elected members of TUSC assumed
charge of the office. It is our pride that the
University is able to continuously conduct the
democratic election in a free, transparent and
systematic manner.

Allow us to take a moment to thank all who
have extended support in publishing the present
issue of the Newsletter, and we look forward to
future editions featuring further strives made by
our great institution.

Editorial Team
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is about new thinking. Earlier it was Let it be
mindsetvs nowitislet’sdoitapproach’, thiswas
stated by Shri Rajnath Singh, Hon’ble Defence Minister
of India, while delivering his convocation address as the

Chief Guest at Tezpur University’s 21st Convocation on
RAINATH SINGH -

Appreciating Tezpur University’s efforts in providing
quality education, the Defence Minister then explained
ST the meaning of Convocation - Dikshyant. He explained
that during a student’s academic journey, they are taught
life skills and values to face challenges of life and that’s
why it is called Dikshyant. Shri Singh then urged the
students to focus on the essence of practical knowledge

and pivotal role of character development.
Quoting Swami Vivekananda, the Defence Minister

said that in the Western countries a tailor makes a
gentleman; but, in ours (Bharat), character makes a
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gentleman.

Singh's discourse extended beyond academic
realms to showcase India's multifaceted development,
encompassing both economic growth and advancements
in medical infrastructure. He discussed the vision of a
New India and articulated the government's initiative to
bolster domestic defense manufacturing.

Underscoring the significant role of youth in making
the country Viksit Bharat, Raksha Mantri said, the idea
of making India an economic and military superpower is
based on confidence in the capabilities of talented youth.
“To empower the youth and enhance their capabilities,
our government has promoted start-up culture and
innovation ecosystem’, he added.

With regard to a proposal of starting a Centre for
Defence Studies named after Ahom General Lachit
Borphukan at Tezpur University, the Raksha Mantri
responded positively towards the proposal and assured
all support to establish the Centre.

Presiding over the ceremony, Prof. Shambhu Nath
Singh, Vice Chancellor, Tezpur University urged the
graduating students to be the flagbearers of the institution.
“Ibelieve that you will uphold the pride of this institution,
with character and conviction so that the world tomorrow
will see and celebrate Tezpur University’, Prof. Singh said.

Highlighting some of the achievements of the
University, the Vice Chancellor informed that the
University is putting its best efforts to fulfil national

and regional aspirations, and, in this regard, the
University has explored several collaborations to excel
in quality research & innovations. Notable among
them are collaborations with Dalhousie University,
Canada, Mongolian National University of Education,
and Universiti Teknologi Malaysia, Malaysia. “We have
signed MoUs with Bodoland Territorial Council and IIT-
Guwahati to fulfill regional aspirations’, Prof. Singh said.

Drawing reference to National Education Policy, he
said that most of the academic progarmmes offered by
the University are aligned with NEP. All the departments
offer open elective (OE) and NEP introduced Value
Added, Skills Enhancement, Multidisciplinary and Ability
Enhancement Courses.

The Vice Chancellor was glad to inform the University's
inclusive approach to education. “We are having students
from various backgrounds, regions, and communities
and the University has a healthy gender ratio of female:
Male in 45:55” he added.

During the occasion, state education minister Dr.
Ranoj Pegu was also present alongwith other dignitaries.

A toral of 1355 students had been conferred upon
Degrees and Diplomas during the convocation, 110
received PhD; 785 Postgraduate; 432 Undergraduate
(BTech /B.Sc/ BA / B.Ed / B.Com); 5 PG Diplomas
and 23 had been awarded degrees/diplomas through
distance/open learning mode. 46 toppers from various
programmes qualified for Gold Medals.




Tezpur
University
faculty
continues to
feature in
world’s top 2%
scientists list

Laadli Award to
Dr Moushumi

Awards and Achievements

Intelligence & Image Processing, Energy, Polymers, Otorhinolaryngology

and Optoelectronics & Photonics have marked proven recognition
globally as its faculty members of respective fields have been featured in the
coveted Elsevier’s lists of top 2% scientists from across the globe.

Thefeatured facultymembers, respectively, are Prof. Dhruba KBhattacharyya,
Prof. Debendra Chandra Baruah, Dr. Shyamal Kumar Das, Prof. Niranjan Karak,
Prof. Ramesh Chandra Deka and Prof. Partha Pratim Sahu.

Elsevier is a globally reputed Publishing & Information Analytics Company,
and the lists have been published in 2022 and 2023 by an independent study. The
lists were prepared based on publicly available database of top-cited scientists
that provide standardized information on citations, h-index, co-authorship
adjusted hm-index, citations to papers in different authorship positions and a
composite indicator (c-score). Scientists were classified into 22 scientific fields
and 174 sub-fields according to the standard Science-Metrix classification.

Congratulating the Faculty members, Prof. Shambhu Nath Singh, Vice
Chancellor of the University, said that Tezpur University is privileged to have
academicians and researchers, who have contributed immensely to the growth
of the University. He hoped that this news will motivate others to excel in the
pursuit of knowledge and excellence.

T he cutting-edge research works of Tezpur University in the areas of Artificial

Kandali . ;.dii
3 e

Studies was awarded the prestigious South Asia

D r Moushumi Kandali of Department of Cultural

edition of the Laadli Media and Advertising south Asia & AdVEI’tISIHE Awards

Award on December 12 at the National Centre for
Performing Arts (NCPA, Mumbai) for the year 2023.

Dr Kandali, was given this award in the category
of Book and Author; for her collection of short stories
titled The Black Magic Women published by Penguin
Random House India in 2022. It is a collection of
translated short stories from Assamese with special
focus on gender issues and other social matters.
This is the third edition of the award which is given

nn wSensitivity

SINGE 1808

ses
by Population First, with the collaboration of Asian afm_ XY LNED
Federation of Advertising Association and South Asian ~_swieewrae  © & o E‘ @ NC]
. . DVERTISING ASSOCIATIONE Linind Natyons o
Women in Medjia. el

Fifteen journalists from India and 11from South Asia
and several others were awarded for their 'significant
contribution to gender sensitivity in the field of cinema,
theatre, literature, advertising and other fields'.




Tezpur University
features in QS
Sustainability Rankings

Tezpur University has been ranked in 1001-1050 bracket

in overall sustainability performance by the prestigious

QS World University Rankings: Sustainability 2024. The

Rankings used amethodology comprised ofindicators designed

to measure an institution's ability to tackle the world’s greatest
environmental, social and governance (ESG) challenges.

The ranking, which was released on December 05, features

nearly 1,400 universities from around the world.
Tezpur University has also been awarded Rank
647 in Environmental Impact category, Rank 681
in Environmental Sustainability category, Rank
730 in Governance category and Rank 799 in
Environmental Education category.

Further, Tezpur University has been ranked in
the categories viz. Employability & Opportunities,
Equality, Health & Well-being, Impact of Education,
Knowledge Exchange and Overall performance for
Social Impact.

Prof. Shambhu Nath Singh, Vice Chancellor
of the University expressed his happiness on the
efforts that led to featuring the University on the
prestigious listand urged all stakeholder to continue
their best efforts.

"Reflections of Dance along the Brahmaputra”
BOOK RELEASED AT TEZPUR VARSITY

epartment of Cultural Studies, Tezpur
DUniversity organised a book release

function where a book titled “Reflections
of Dance along the Brahmaputra” was released
on December 12, 2023. The book has been edited
by Prof. Debarshi Prasad Nath of Department
of Cultural Studies, Tezpur University and Dr.
Barbara Snook and Prof. Ralph Buck of University
of Auckland.

Outcome of an academic collaboration
between the University of Auckland, New Zealand
and Tezpur University the book celebrates Dance
in Northeast India and has been published by



Routledge, a global publisher of academic books,
journals and online resources in the humanities and
social sciences. The volume consists of 16 chapters
written by faculty members of Tezpur University.

Gracing the occasion as Chief Guest and releasing
the book, Prof. Shambhu Nath Singh, Vice-Chancellor,
Tezpur University lauded the authors for writing an
academically enriched book on tradition and culture
of Northeast. He commented that the authors have
delved deep into areas of dance including indigenous
performance, dancer’s narrative and captured the ethos
of traditional dance practices of the region.

Speaking on the occasion, Prof. Nath said that the
book discusses a wide range of dance traditions from
Sattriya to Kherai to Rati Bihu to Hudum. “We celebrate
all these dance forms and do not impose a hierarchy of
dances but try to assert that every dance form beautifully

Technology
Transfer

reflects community’s worldview’, Prof. Nath added.
The book also narrates the life-experiences of some of
the noted dance maestros of the region, such as Jatin
Goswami, Ghankanta Bora, Indira P.P Bora etc.

Addressing the gathering, Dr. Snook said that the
unique thing about folk dances in Northeast is that they
are expressions of political and cultural identity in the
region. Admiring the beauty of the mighty Brahmaputra,
she said that the book explores the rich tapestry of dance
forms thriving along the majestic Brahmaputra River.

During the event, the Vice Chancellor also
inaugurated five-day International Faculty Development
Programme on teaching ‘Community Dance’ and
‘Creative teaching strategies’ organised by the
Department of Cultural Studies. Prof. Farheena Danta,
Dean, School of Humanities & Social Sciences was also
present on the occasion.

the Food Engineering and Technology Department

was transferred to Trissam Tribes of Assam Farmer
Producer Company Limited for commercial production
on November 20, 2023. The technology was transferred
in the Fund Distribution Ceremony to Van Dhan Vikas
Kendra Clusters held at India Institute of Entrepreneurship,
Guwahati. This technology was an outcome of the PhD
work of Ms. Parismita Koch under the supervision of Prof.
Poonam Mishra of Dept. of Food Engineering & Technology.
The technology transfer was facilitated by Technology
Enabling Centre and IPR Cell of the University. The event
was attended by Dr. Ranoj Pegu, State Education Minister,
Shri Mukesh Ch Sahu, Principal Secretary, Government of
Assam, Department of Tribal Affairs (Plain), Shri Pamthing
Keishing, Deputy Manager, TRIFED Regional Office, and Dr.
Lalit Sharma, Director IIE.

QI technology titled “Pomelo Marmalade” developed in



TU’s efforts
¢»5in Aditya L1
mission lauded

sreleased in Indian Space Research Organization’s

(ISRO) official website, Aditya-L1 had successfully

captured the first full-disk images of the Sun in
the 200-400 nm wavelength range. The Solar Ultraviolet
Imaging Telescope (SUIT) instrument on board the
Aditya-L1 spacecraft SUIT captured images of the Sun's
photosphere and chromosphere in this wavelength range
using various scientific filters.

The development of SUIT involved a collaborative
effort of Tezpur University, Inter-University Centre for
Astronomy and Astrophysics (IUCAA), Pune, the Manipal
Academy of Higher Education (MAHE), the Centre for
Excellence in Space Science Indian (CESSI) at IISER-
Kolkata, the Indian Institute of Astrophysics Bengaluru,
the Udaipur Solar Observatory (USO-PRL).

This effort of the University was acknowledged by
Himanta Biswa Sarma, Hon’ble CM of Assam, who took
to Facebook and appreciated the work.

“Well done! This is great news - Assam’s research will
leave its footprint on Aditya!

Interestingly, Tezpur is also known as Agnigarh in the
Mahabharata, and now the city’s work will endure the
power of Agni devta”

Dr. Ranoj Pegu, State Education Minister too
appreciated the news. He wrote in Facebook

“Kudos to our scientists and researchers at Tezpur
University as the Solar Ultraviolet Imaging Telescope
(SUIT) instrument on board the #AdityaLl spacecraft has
successfully captured the first full-disk images of the Sun
in the 200-400 nm wavelength range”

Mr. Janmejoy Sarkar, a PhD scholar of Department
of Physics, Tezpur University and Senior Research
Fellow of IUCAA, Pune was part of developing IUCAA’s
Solar Ultraviolet Imaging Telescope payload on-
board Aditya-L1. Janmejoy conveyed his joy over the
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Kudos to our scientists and researchers at Tezpur
University as the Solar Ultraviolet Imaging Telescope
(SUIT) instrument on board the #AdityaL1 spacecraft Posts
has successfully captured the first full-disk images of
the Sun in the 200-400 nm wavelength range.

Fort of @ Himanta Biswa Sarma &
effort of 1Bh-@

Well done! This is great news - Assam's research will
leave its footprint on Aditya!
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The of SUIT was a collaborati
Tezpur University, Inter-University Centre for
Astronomy and Astrophysics (IUCAA), Pune, Manipal
Academy of Higher Education (MAHE), the Centre for
Excellence in Space Science Indian (CESSI) at ISER-
Kolkata, the Indian Institute of Astrophysics Bengaluru
and the Udaipur Solar Observatory.

Interestingly, Tezpur is also known as Agnigarh in the
Mahabharata, and now the city’s work will endure the
power of Agni devta J,

A proud day for every Assamese as our state leaves

it's mark in India's space research. My best wishes. . »
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The Solar Ultraviolet Imaging Telescope (SUIT)
instrument on board the #Adityal1 spacecraft has
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development and said that the team is expecting more
inputs in the next couple of months.

Prof. Shambhu Nath Singh, Vice Chancellor, Tezpur
University expressed his happiness and said that such
news is going to lift the spirit of academic community of
the state. “This is also testament to Tezpur University’s
quality education and research’, “Prof. Singh said.

Ms. Mridusmita Dutta, Cultural Officer of the
+ University is awarded ‘B Grade’ accreditation
in Sattriya Dance by Doordarshan Kendra,
Guwahati, Assam.
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Hon’ble Chief Guest, Defence Minister of India,
Shri Rajnath Singh Ji,
Hon’ble Education Minister of Assam, Dr. Ranoj Pegu ji,

Distinguished Members of the Board of Management,
Academic Council, and other Statutory Bodies of the
University,

Registrar, Deans, Controller of Examinations, Heads of
Departments and Centres,

Faculty Members, Guests,
Friends from Media

and most significant of all - Graduating students and
their parents

It is my privilege as the Vice-Chancellor to deliver
the 21 Convocation Address of Tezpur University. Let
me begin this auspicious occasion by congratulating
our graduating students who are being awarded with
their degrees and diplomas today. I would like to share
this special moment with the visiting dignitaries. They
have travelled from faraway locations despite their highly
busy schedule to witness this auspicious moment of
glory of your graduation. I would also like to extend my
congratulations and gratitude to your parents, guardians
and all the teachers, and staff of this university. Their
combined support and guidance have been crucial for
your success.

During the 21% convocation of this great Alma Mater
a total of 1355 students will be conferred upon Degrees
and Diplomas. This includes 110 PhD; 785 Postgraduate
in MA/MTech/MBA/MCA etc. 432 Undergraduate in-
BTech/B.Sc/BA/B.Ed/B.Com; 5 PG Diplomas and 23
degrees / diplomas awarded through distance and online
learning mode. Among these, are also some students

XXI CONVOCATION of
TEZPUR UNIVERSITY

Welcome Address by
the Vice Chancellor
31 December 2023

who have been awarded Gold Medals in their respective
programmes. This year, a total number of 46 toppers have
qualified for Gold Medals.

This University was founded on 21% January 1994
through an Act of Parliament (1993). So, it is about to
complete three decades of glorious educational journey.
As you are aware we have established ourselves as one of
the leading teaching and research institutions not only in
the Northeastern region but across India. We have been
awarded the Visitor’s Best University Award in 2016. We
also regularly find a spot in international rankings such as
QS and Times Higher Education rankings.

At present our university is offering 76 academic
programmes in UG, PG, PhD, Certificate and Executive
Programme across 28 departments and 13 centres
under four school of studies. We have more than 4,700
students with a healthy female to male ratio of 45: 55. The
Centre for Distance and Online Education (CDOE) has
been successfully conducting various courses since its
inception in 2011. All the departments offer open elective
(OE) as per the mandate of NEP 2020. The University
has also introduced Value Added, Skills Enhancement,
Multidisciplinary and Ability Enhancement Courses.
It is my pleasure to inform the august house that the
University is gradually receiving international students
from Southeast Asia, Middle East, and African nations.

Tezpur University's vibrant research ecosystem is
symbolized by the current year’s publication record
which include: 558 journal papers, 30 books, 155 book
chapters, and 63 conference proceedings among other
forms of publications. Many of our teachers are members
of national and international prestigious academic and
research bodies. They have been engaged as editors,
members of the editorial board, and reviewers of several
highly-acclaimed journals and publication houses. I am
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happy to inform that the University is experiencing a
notable surge in the filing of patents, indicating a robust
culture of innovation and research within its academic
community. The University has so far published 53
patents, granted patent stands at 28, granted design is 4
and technology transfer is 11.

We have some of the best infrastructure for sports
and a very vibrant cultural environment. There are
collaborations with Assam Cricket Association and other
bodies to develop our sporting facilities. We endeavour to
provide the very best to our students. Thus, we do have all
the UGC-mandated offices such as the Proctor’s Office,
the Dean of Students Welfare Office and a dedicated
International Affairs Office for the well-being of our
students. I am proud to declare that our university has
worked towards sustainable and environment-friendly
energy solutions through 1 MW grid-connected rooftop
solar power plant and a functioning biogas plant on
campus for biofuel generation and nutrient cycling.

This Institution also takes pride in trying its level best
to remain competitive and strive to inculcate the best
training and nurturing to our faculty members and staff.
We regularly organize faculty and staff development
programs under the aegis of the Teaching Learning
Centre. It was set up as part of the Pandit Madan Mohan
Malviya National Mission on Teachers and Teaching. This
is an important activity as the good practices of these
developments are further passed on to the students and
society.

The research ecosystem of the faculty and students
is further strengthened by the centralized sophisticated
analytical instrumentation centre, which houses a
number of cutting-edge research instruments.

It is my pleasure to submit that at present a total
of 202 externally-funded research projects are being
carried out with a financial outlay of over Rs. 25 crores.
Our current H-index is 102 (Web of Science) with a total
4387 published journal articles. We have started global,
national and international collaborations to excel in
quality research and innovations. Notable among them
are collaborations with Dalhousie University, Canada,
University of Auckland, Queen's University Belfast,
Mongolian National University of Education and
Universiti Teknologi Malaysia, Malaysia. We have also
signed MoUs with Bodoland Territorial Council and IIT-
Guwabhati to fulfill regional aspirations.

The University has Department of Promotion of
Industry and Internal Trade (DPIIT) instituted IPR
Chair that is providing quality IP based research. Bodofa
Upendra Nath Brahma Chair is in the final stage for
implementation and establishment of Dr. Bhupen
Hazarika chair is under process. Proposals for some more
chairs are under consideration.

Let me take this opportunity to briefly highlight the
efforts of our students, researchers, and faculty members
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for their exemplary work.

1. Dr. Moushumi Kandali of Cultural Studies
Department is awarded the South Asian edition of
the Laadli Media and Advertising Award 2023

2. Sahitya Akademi Translation Award to Dr. Juri Dutta,
Head of Assamese Department

3.  Fellow of the Royal Society of Chemistry (FRSC),
London to Prof. Dhanapati Deka of Energy
Department

4. Japan Society for the Promotion of Science (JSPS)
invitational fellowship program to Prof. Pabitra Nath
of Physics Department

5. Fulbright fellowship to Dr. Manashita Borah
of Electrical & Communication Engineering
Department

6. Young Scientist/Innovator award to -Dr. Moon Moon
Devi of Physics Department

7. Eat Right Research Institute Award to Department of
Food Engineering and Technology by FSSAI

8. World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO)
supported Technology innovation and Support
Center awarded to the University and

9. Tezpur University faculty continues to feature in the
world’s top 2% scientists list
Our bright researchers and students are doing well in

academic, co-curricular and extension activities. Let me

highlight some of their achievements:

1. Mr Janmejoy Sarkar, a PhD scholar of Department
of Physics was part of developing IUCAA’s Solar
Ultraviolet Imaging Telescope (SUIT) payload on-
board Aditya-L1 mission.

2. Mr. Chayan Dutta, an alumnus of Department
of Electronics & Communication Engineering
had overseen the launch control operations of
Chandrayaan-3 mission.

3. Ms. Reema Borah, a PhD scholar of the Department
of Cultural Studies has bagged the award for the
Best Film on Social Issues of the 69th National Film
Awards 2021

4. Mr. Chinmoy Biswas, an NCC cadet and a student
of Department of Mathematics was awarded Bir
Chilarai Award 2022

5. Ms. Prerna Talukdar, a student of Department of
English was selected for Republic Day Camp 2023 in
New Delhi

6. Mr. Nayandeep Laskar, a student of Department of
Electrical Engineering was selected for NCC Cadets
Delegation to Nepal as part of Youth Exchange
Programme, to name a few.

Roadmap for the future

e Our university is committed to nurture and
strengthen the talent of our youths with particular
emphasis on socially disadvantaged groups. We take
pride in being at the forefront of teaching, learning
and research. We are also working hard to see India
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as a leading educational hub. We sincerely believe
that our emphasis in Multidisciplinary Research will
address specific problems of our country.
I am extremely delighted to announce that as per
our commitment in the last convocation address,
our university has successfully implemented NEP
2020. Thus, several departments have started Four
Year Undergraduate Programmes (FYUGP) with the
provision facility of Multiple Entry & Multiple Exit.
The NEP 2020 has laid great emphasis on local
knowledge and global outreach. Our university
has always worked towards preservation and
dissemination of local languages and cultures. We
are committed to strengthen this collaboration with
specific scientific knowhows and IPR support.

As skill enhancement has been a key component of

NEP 2020, our university is committed to offer dual

degree programme in the near as well as distant

future.

Dear graduating students, I would like to end my
speech by addressing you in the following lines. You
are stepping out to a bigger world that is fast changing.
Artificial Intelligence has made inroads into several
aspects of our lives that were difficult to imagine a few

years back. You may feel at sea due to the fast-paced
changes that you are facing with every passing day around
you. But I sincerely believe that the training and rigour
that you have received in this university have prepared
you to face this new world with courage and conviction.

Some of our best practices such as continuous
evaluation, regular and timely declaration of results,
student-centric outcome-based learning environment
have enabled you to shine in every field that you have
chosen to explore. Please remember that from today
onwards, whatever you do good or bad, shall reflect on us.
You are our flagbearers, our brand ambassadors. I believe
that you will uphold the pride of this institution with
character and conviction. Tomorrow this shall make the
world take due note of and celebrate Tezpur University. I
look forward to hearing your success stories.

I once again thank our Hon’ble Chief Guest for sharing
this moment with us despite his extremely busy schedule.

Congratulations once again to the graduating students
and their parents.

Thank you.

Jai Aai Axom
Jai Hind
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Tezpur University inks MoU with II'T Guwahati
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Understanding (MoU) with Indian Institute

of Technology (IIT), Guwahati on October 12,
2023 to explore collaborations in areas of Bioscience
and bioengineering, Physical Sciences, Design, Civil
engineering, Climate Change and Air pollution, Artificial
Intelligence, High performance Computing, Energy
Science and Engineering etc.

The MoU was signed by Prof. Parameswar K. lyer,
Director, IITG and Prof. Shambhu Nath Singh, Vice
Chancellor, Tezpur University at IITG premise.

Before the signing of the MoU, faculty members of
both institutions engaged in a brainstorming session
to explore thrust areas of cooperation and various
modalities to execute them. The session was led by Prof.
Bimal Katiyar, Dean, Research & Development, I[ITG and
Prof. Dhanapati Deka, Dean, Research & Development,
Tezpur University. During the session, Prof. Aditya
Narayan Panda, Professor & Head, Department of
Chemistry, Prof. Kaustubha Mohanty, Professor &
Head, Department of Chemical Engineering, Prof. Roy
P. Paily, Head, Department of Electronics and Electrical
Engineering highlighted IITG’s core areas of research.
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Tezpur University signed a Memorandum of
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From Tezpur University Prof. Partha Pratim Sahu, Dean,
School of Engineering, Prof. Sankar Chandra Deka, Dept.
of Food Engineering & Technology, Prof. Robin Doley,
Department of Molecular Biology and Biotechnology
and Dr. Utpal Bora of Department of Chemical Sciences
presented focus areas of Tezpur University.

Speaking on the occasion, Prof. Shambhu Nath
Singh, Vice Chancellor said that the signing of the MoU
is the beginning of an exciting journey of collaboration,
discovery, and growth. He further added that both
Tezpur University and IIT Guwahati are renowned for
their academic excellence and coming together of these
two institutions will not only strengthen the academic
and research landscape in the northeastern region of
India but will also contribute to the overall growth and
development of the nation.

Welcoming the initiative, Prof. Iyer, said that it was the
need of the hour that both institutions officially join hands
to foster interest led research collaborations to deliver
cutting age technology, innovative research projects
and sustainable solutions. He urged all stakeholders to
explore opportunities so that the region is benefitted from
this collaboration.



Tezpur University
workshop to inspire
young minds to embrace
Mathematics as Passion

n order to make Mathematics fun and
Iencourage young students to pursue

Mathematics as a career, the Department of
Mathematical Sciences in collaboration with
Assam Academy of Mathematics organised a
daylong Hands-on workshop on Mathematics
for the secondary school students December
22,2023.

The Workshop was organised as part of
the celebrations of National Mathematics
Day, observed on December 22" each year
to mark the birth anniversary of legendary
mathematician Srinivasa Ramanujan.

Speaking on the occasion as Chief Guest,
Prof. Shambhu Nath Singh, Vice Chancellor,
Tezpur University highlighted the significant
contribution of Ramanujan in his beloved
field. He said that within a very short lifespan
he could achieve momentous feats. “The
great Mathematician faced adversities both
in personal and professional life and yet he
could deliver outstanding work’, Prof. Singh
remarked.

Prof. Robin K. Dutta, Dean, School of Sciences and guest of
honour of the event said that the Department of Mathematical
Sciences has been doing research on many aspects of Ramanujan’s
work. “National Mathematics Day serves as a perfect occasion for the
University to reiterate its commitment to promoting mathematical
excellence and encouraging young students to pursue the subject
with passion and dedication, Prof. Dutta said.

More than 100 students from 11 different schools of Sonitpur
district participated in the event. The workshop was designed to
make mathematics engaging and enjoyable, providing students with
hands-on experiences and real-world applications of mathematical
concepts.

1]




Voice of Youth’ via video conferencing on December 11, 2023. During the

program, Prime Minister Shri Modi addressed the Vice Chancellors of
Universities, Heads of Institutes and faculty members in workshops organized at
Raj Bhawans across the country to mark the beginning of this initiative.

Tezpur University organised the live streaming of the event at KBR auditorium
of the University, where faculty members, students and administrative staff of
the University joined the program. Additionally, various Departments of the
. . University organised the live streaming in their respective departments.

Tezpur Un“,ersrty Before the start of the program, Dr. Biren Das, Registrar of the University
o o o o urged the students to participate in Viksit Bharat and share their ideas. He
jOInS VI kSIt Bharat further explained the procedure to participate in the Viksit Bharat@2047 which

@2047 program was launched on MyGov.

Later, the University fraternity took (virtually) part in an interaction organised
by Raj Bhawan Assam, where hon’ble Governor of Assam, Shri Gulab Chand
Kataria ji held a discussion on the "Viksit Bharat@2047". The University fraternity
was privileged to be part of the panel discussion that enlightened various
aspects of higher education, contribution of NEP-2020 towards transformation
of higher education and realization of the dream of Viksit Bharat by inspiring
youth towards building a developed India.

Prof. Mrinmoy Kumar Sarma, Vice Chancellor, in charge attended the
program organised at IIT Guwahati.

The Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi launched ‘Viksit Bharat @2047:

13" CESI International Conference organised

ezpur University successfully organised 13" CESI International Conference on December 01, 2023. The
I Conference brought together renowned speakers like Prof. Satish Deshpande, Prof. P.K. Das, Prof. Joydeep Barua,
Dr. Saswati Choudhury, Prof. Saumen Chattopadhyay, Prof. S. Srinivasa Rao, and Prof. Nandini Manjrekar.

Inaugural program was graced by Prof Mrinmoy Sarma, Dean, Academic Affairs, Prof Farheena Danta, Dean, HSS,
and noted academicians- Prof Renu Nanda, Dr Ruchira Das, Dr. Jyoti Dalal and participants from across India ranging
from different academic fields.

The discussion during the conference centered on the nature and evolving role of higher education. The conference
included two plenary and 36 parallel sessions, culminating in a valedictory session. The Co- convener, Mr. Mohammad
Asif presented the conference report during the valedictory session. The event had significantly contributed to fostering
meaningful dialogues, collaborative opportunities, and the advancement of academic knowledge, paving the way for
future educational developments.

13* Annual International CES] Conference, 2023
Tezpur Universily
PFlenary of Former Premdents’ of CEST
Fdncation Policy Perspectives from (e Global South’
CHAIR
P Renu Namda

SPEAKTRS
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INAL PRESS DAY

2319:25 3 2creening Hall, TUMC)
Key-

National Press
Day ohserved at
Tezpur University

n the occasion of National Press Day, observed

every year on November 16 in India, the

Department of Mass Communication and
Journalism organized host of activities, ranging from wall
magazine inauguration to students’ presentation. Mr. PJ
Baruah, noted journalist & Executive Editor of “The Assam
Tribune” graced the event as the
key-note speaker.

Prof. Abhijit Bora, Head
of the Department of Mass
Communication and Journalism
delivered the welcome address.
Mr. Baruah delivered an insightful
lecture on the issue of Media Trials
in the contemporary scenario.

Speaking on the occasion, Mr.
Baruah said that although Media

scenario has transformed drastically over the years; but
the main objective of journalism has remained the same,
i.e to Inform, Educate and Guide. Giving examples of
some cases of Media Trials, the veteran editor explained
said that in some of the cases, media played a very active
role in bringing justice. However, in some cases the media
behaved like a court and gave their judgement much before
the actual court gave verdict.

Differentiating the role of print and electronic media
with regard to media trials, Baruah remarked that most of
the times media trials are run by audio visual mediums and
notso by the print media. “Print media is regulated by Press
Council of India, whereas audio-visual medium functions
without regulation’, Baruah said. “Media should only
report facts and should not be party to the proceedings’, he
further added.

During the occasion, a bilingual bi-monthly
science magazine “Vigyan Sanchar” and the
departmental news bulletin “TU Times” was
also inaugurated. The event concluded with
a students’ presentation on the topic” Media
'\ and AI" The event was attended by Prof.

Mrinmoy Kumar Sarma, Dean, Academic
| Affairs and Prof. Farheena Danta, Dean,
| School of Humanities & Social Sciences apart
| from Tezpur University students and faculty

members.
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§ Tezpur University hosts brainstorming event to
§ promote Entrepreneurship, Startup, and Innovation

”
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and Intellectual Property Rights Cell of the University organised a five-day mega event focusing on "Skill,
Entrepreneurship, Startup, and Innovation (SESIPS) from November 06, 2023.

The inaugural event was graced by esteemed speakers Dr. Sandip Chatterjee, Scientist G, Ministry of Electronics
and Information Technology (MeitY) and Dr. R.S Shinde, Former Outstanding Scientist, Raja Ramanna Centre for
Advanced Technology, Department of Atomic Energy.

Speaking on the occasion, Dr. Sandip Chatterjee reminded everyone of Prime Minister’s vision of 5 trillion economy.
He however observed that to achieve that target youth needs to take up entrepreneurship and start up. Although
revenue from the unicorns were not so promising, Dr. Chatterjee was hopeful that the scenario would change. “India
is the only country to have demographic dividend and world is watching us to deliver’, He said.

Addressing the gathering, Dr. RS Shinde said that India is lagging behind in the manufacturing sector and
henceforth opportunity is there to explore these areas. Addressing the young academicians and researchers, Dr.
Shinde said that whatever researchers are doing in the laboratories needs to produce results. “University is the right
place to do brainstorming and promote ideas’, He said.

Prof. Shambhu Nath Singh, Vice Chancellor of the
University while inaugurating the mega
event urged all stakeholders to utilize the
next five days. “The event will feature a
series of skill development workshops in
artificial intelligence (AI) and machine
learning (ML), Digital Marketing and
UAV Development in the next few days
and it is a good opportunity for our young
participants to learn the traits of cutting
edge ideas’, Prof. Singh said.

The event featured an idea and prototype
exhibition to showcase participant’s innovative
concepts.

2(0

C elebrating 25 years of success, the Department of Physics in association with the Technology Enabling Centre
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Young Women Engineers meet to explore

.........

Sustainable Development solutions

developing technologies for a sustainable future

of Northeast region (NER), Tezpur University
in collaboration with Indian National Academy of
Engineering (INAE) organised a two-day symposium
during November 20-21, 2023

The symposium particularly focused on young women
engineers (less than 45 years of age) from engineering
and technical institutions/universities covering all the
states of NER. A total of 32 young women engineers from
different parts of Northeast region participated in the
event.

Inaugurating the event as Chief Guest, Prof. Shambhu
Nath Singh, Vice Chancellor hoped that the two-day
deliberations by the domain-specific expert scientists
would provide knowledge on emerging and advanced
technologies and the implementation of similar research
work by the participants in the NER will greatly benefit
the region. Lauding the organizers for the initiative, Prof.
Singh remarked that India is striving towards bringing
gender equity and contribution of women in science and
technology has become a necessity for progress of the
nation.

Elaborating the objective of the symposium, Dr.
Sharmila Mande, Fellow of Indian National Academy of
Engineering (FNAE) and Coordinator, INAE said that a
total of eight (08) distinguished scientists / experts will

In order to emphasize the role of engineering for

deliberate on different topics covering two themes viz.
‘High-value Agri-based products’ and ‘Rejuvenation of
natural resources’ in the next two days. “The symposium
provides a dynamic platform for young women engineers
to engage in discussions, share insights, and explore
innovative solutions to address the unique challenges
faced by the Northeastern region in the context of
sustainable development’, Prof. Mande said.

The invited speakers were Prof. Rekha S. Singhal,
Dr. Ng Iboyaima Singh, Prof. Sanjay K Barik, Dr. Shashi
Bhushan, Dr. Virendra M Tiwari, Dr. Atya Kapley, Dr.
Swapnil Hazarika.




of the eminent cultural luminary, Dr. Bhupen

Hazarika on November 05, 2023. Dr. Hazarika's
indelible contributions to Assam's cultural heritage and
* his enduring influence on the larger Indian tapestry were
the focal points of this commemorative event.

The daylong program, titled 339931 (57, celebrated the
immense cultural contributions made by Dr. Bhupen
Hazarika to the nation and Assamese culture.

The event started with Bhupendra Sangeet
Competition, which was categorized into two segments-
a) School Students b) Tezpur University Students.

Mr. Hrishikesh Goswami, Former Media Advisor to the
CM of Assam graced the occasion as the Chief Guest and
delivered an illuminating address, where he expounded
on the profound impact of Bhupen Hazarika's work on
Assamese and Indian culture.

The University marked the 12th Death Anniversary

12" Death
Anniversary
_ of Dr. Bhupen

The occasion was also graced by the presence of Mr.
Niyar Hazarika, the Guest of Honour and the nephew of
Dr. Bhupen Hazarika. His personal reminiscences and
anecdotes about his iconic uncle provided an intimate
and heartfelt perspective on the maestro's life and work.

Cultural Exchange Program with Bharati Vidyapeeth
Deemed University, Pune: Department of Performing
Arts, Bharati Vidyapeeth Deemed University, came to
Tezpur university for a cultural exchange program with
varied classical dance performances like- Sattriya, Kathak
and Bharatnatyam. TU students also performed Sattriya
and Borgeet as a part of exchange program.

Sahityarathi Dr.Lakshminath Bezbaruah remembered:
In fond remembrance of Literary icon of Assam- Dr.
Lakshminath Bezbaruah, ‘Kothanodi’ an Assamese movie
adapted from Bezbaruah’s Burhi Aair Sadhu, was screened
with a discussion in Council Hall of the University.




Tezpur
University
mourns the

away of Prof.
Birendranath
Datta

ezpur University on October 25, 2023 organised
a condolence meeting in the Council Hall of

the University to mourn the demise of noted
academician, folklorist and artiste, Padma Shri Prof.
Birendranath Datta, who passed away on October 23,
2023.

Tezpur University had a deep relationship with Late
Prof. Datta. He was the founder head of the Department of
Traditional Culture and Art Forms (later rechristened as
Dept. of Cultural Studies), where he served as Head and
Advisor from 1995 to 1999. He was behind the concept of
cultural museum at Tezpur University and brought project

s per the spirit of Tezpur University (TU) Act &

NEWIV E|ECtEd Stl.ldEIltS' COlII'IC“ Uf AStatue on constitution and functioning of the
Tezpur University assumes office

Students’ Council of Tezpur University (TUSC),
the newly elected members of TUSC assumed charge of
the office on October 06, 2023 at the Council Hall of the
University. The election was held on September 23, 2023
and the results were declared on September 25, 2023.

In presence of Prof. Shambhu Nath Singh, Vice
Chancellor of the University, the office of Dean, Students’
Welfare handed over the portfolios to 10 newly elected
TUSC candidates and Executive members on the
occasion.

Mr. Niyar Pathak, a student of Department of Sociology
was elected as the President and Mr. Partha Pratim Kalita,
a student of Department of Commerce was elected as the
General Secretary of TUSC.

Addressing the gathering, Prof. Singh said that the
university ensured complete fairness and transparency in
the election process and thereby giving both Candidates
and Voters equal opportunity to present their ideas and
visions for the university during campaign periods. “I trust
the newly elected Students' Council members will play a
crucial role in representing the interests of the student
community and work collaboratively with the university
administration to its growth’, Prof. Singh remarked.

from Ford foundation to establish a research centre to

study cultural heritage of Northeast India. Later, as a
Visitor’s Nominee on the Board of Management (highest
executive body of the University) of the University, he
guided and mentored the University towards excellence.

Prof. Shambhu Nath Singh, Vice-Chancellor of Tezpur
University expressed the University's grief, saying that Prof
Datta's intellectual contributions in the form of books,
research, and publications on folklore would continue
to be invaluable resources for scholars and enthusiasts
alike. His passing is a great loss to Tezpur University and
for the region, Prof. Singh said.
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he University organised 3 Days Mental health program from October
10-12, 2023 to spread awareness against the myths and stigmas

surrounding mental health. The theme for World Mental Health Day

4 . e
+ +
B
G +* was “mental health is a universal human right." The program started with a
® . Yy N technical session by Dr. Nilesh Mohite, community psychiatrist working in
o 3 + the interior places of Assam & Arunachal Pradesh. He spoke about different
aspects of mental health among the college going students and the services
- +

available. After the completion of the technical session, he addressed the
questions of the students and faculties present in the session.
Ms Priyanka Bhattacharjee, Founder PsychSpace & Consultant Clinical

WO rl d M ent al Psychologist, Apollo Hospitals, Guwahati and Dr. Mythili Hazarika,
Associate Professor, GMCH also attended the program and discussed issues

related to mental health.
I I e alth D ay A movie titled “unreal” was also screened during the session. The movie
received third prize in Short Film Making Competition by NIMHANS. On

Observed spot poetry writing and recital competition were also organized on the

occasion.

Tezpur Varsity conference discusses
CRISIS IN SOUTH ASIAN LITERATURE IN ENGLISH

he D t t of English ised :
T e Department of English organise . —

an International Conference on “Crisis

In/ And South Asian Literature in
English” during December 14-16, 2023 with
the support of the Northeastern Council
(NEC).

The Inaugural Session was held in the
Council Hall of Tezpur University with Prof.
Shambhu Nath Singh, Vice Chancellor as
Chief Guest, Prof. Farheena Danta, Dean,
School of Humanities and Social Sciences
(HSS), and Prof. Mrinmoy Kr Sarma, Dean,
Academic Affairs, as Guests of Honour.

The Vice Chancellor in his inaugural
address stressed on the rich and varied
history of the South Asian region and also
stressed on the multiple factors - social,
historical, political and ecological - which
gave rise of multiple crises of the region. He
congratulated the Department of English for
enabling a dialogue to foster a cross-cultural
dialogue between various cultures of the
region. “ Every crisis is an opportunity for
literary exploration’, he said by citing some
great books written on Indian partition. of a changing world. He explained how in recent times literature from

Prof. Kaiser Haq of University of Liberal South Asian countries, such as, Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan,
Arts Bangladesh delivered the first keynote India, etc. have produced powerful literature in English that captured
address on “Crisis as normality: some the nuances of various types of the crisis faced by this region.
observations with particular reference to Addressing the gathering, Dean, HSS, Prof. Danta said that by
South Asia” Speaking on the occasion, Prof. analysing literary texts within their social, political, and historical
Haq discussed how South Asian literature has  contexts, the conference intends to explore ways in which literature
been contributing to the globalunderstanding  reflects, responds to and even anticipates moments of crisis.

24



TALK ON TRANSFORMATIVE CONSTITUTIONALISM ORGANISED

on Samvidhan Diwas, Department of Law organised

an insightful lecture on the topic “Transformative
Constitutionalism: Contextualizing Gender within the
Constitution of India” on November 29, 2023. Prof.
Sarasu Esther Thomas of National Law School of India
University, Bengaluru delivered the lecture.

Speaking on the occasion as Chief Guest, Prof.
Sambhu Nath Singh, Vice-Chancellor said thateducation
plays a pivotal role in understanding and upholding the
principles of our Constitution. “It is through knowledge
that we can combat ignorance and prejudice’, Prof.
Singh said. “As we celebrate Constitution Day, let us
recommit ourselves to promoting education that fosters
critical thinking, tolerance, and a deep understanding of
our shared history and values’, he further added.

In her address, Prof. Thomas explained how
constitutional principles can be transformative in
addressing and reshaping gender issues within the

I n order to celebrate the spirit of Constitution of India

framework of the Indian Constitution. “Our Constitution
is not a static text but a living document that evolves with
the changing times. Therefore, rights emanating from
the constitution have also transformed with changing
times’, Prof. Thomas said.

Mentioning the LGBTQ movement (lesbian, gay,
bisexual, transgender, and queer), Prof. Thomas
explained that Gender is no longer limited to Female/
Male binary anymore and it is due to transformation
in our society. Prof. Thomas further emphasized that
equality needs to be real equality, which must give
justice to everyone.

The Dean, School of Humanities & Social Sciences,
Prof. Farheena Danta and the Head of the Department,
Dr. Madhumita Acharjee welcomed the guests and
expressed their sincere gratitude to the faculty members
and scholars for organizing the event. The Department
also organised screening of the movie” Article 15” and
reading of the preamble earlier in the day.

Jan Jatiya Gaurav Diwas

Gaurav Diwas 2023. On the occasion, the University paid floral
tribute to tribal freedom fighter Bhagwan Birsa Munda on his
birthday, i.e., November 15, 2023. The programme that was held at the
Centre for Inclusive Development of the University was attended by a host
of faculty members, officials and students to pay rich tribute to Bhagwan

Tezpur University joined the nation in celebrating the Jan Jatiya

Observed at Tezpur University

Munda and other tribal freedom
fighters who laid their lives in fighting
for their country’s freedom. Registrar
of the University Dr. Biren Das, Dean
of Students’ Welfare Prof. Manabendra
Mandal, Head of the Centre for Women
Studies Dr. Madhurima Goswami
and Director of Centre for Inclusive
Development Dr. Rajeev K. Doley spoke
on the occasion commemorating the
contributions of tribal leaders to India’s
independence.

While encouraging and recognizing
the achievement of tribal scholars, Ms.
Beatrice Basumatary, a research scholar
at the Department of Food Engineering
& Technology, whose research paper
was adjudged the Best Research Paper in
a national conference held in Mizoram
University in May 2023, was felicitated
on the occasion.

Aseriesofextensionactivitiesin tribal
inhabited villages were also organized
by the teachers and students including
NSS volunteers on the occasion.
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Dr. Ambedkar’s Mahaparinirvan Diwas
Observed at Tezpur University

7

tributes were paid to the architect of the Indian Constitution at Tezpur University on his 67th death anniversary

on December 6, 2023. Initiated by the Dr. Ambedkar Chair and Dr. Ambedkar Centre of Excellence of the
University, a tribute-paying ceremony was organized at the grand portrait of Dr. Ambedkar at the premises of HSS
Building where faculty and staff members and students of the University participated and paid respects to the first Law
Minister of independent India and crusader against untouchability and caste system in India. The Preamble to the
Indian Constitution was read out by Dr. Biren Das, Registrar of the University, on the occasion.

Comrnemorating the contributions of Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar towards India’s nation-building process, rich

Symposium on Plant-Microbe Interactions during November 24-25,

2023 on the occasion of the visit of Prof. Steven E. Lindow, University

of California, Berkley USA, a legendary scientist in the field of Biotechnology.

Several eminent scientists affiliated to reputed Institutions such as IMTECH

Chandigarh, Delhi University, CCMB Hyderabad etc. delivered talk in the
symposium.

In the inaugural programme, Prof. Sambhu Nath Singh, Vice-Chancellor

said that such academic practice could make an immense impact on the

agricultural scenario of the country. He also wished that the symposium

D ept. of Molecular Biology & Biotechnology organized an International

Internatmnal would benefit the students at the beginning of their career. The Dean,

Svmposium on Plant- School of Sciences, Prof. R. K. Dutta and the Head of the Department, Dr. R.

. . Mukhopadhyay welcomed the guests and expressed their sincere gratitude to
Mlcrnhe Interactions the faculty members and scholars for organizing this symposium.

organised at Tezpur In his lecture, Prof. Lindow described how bacterial population occurring

. . on plant leaf surface can play significant role on plant health and diversity.

Unive rSItv The meeting was sponsored by Tezpur University, INSA and DST-SERB.
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Retirement

The University bid farewell to three exceptional educators
of the University, viz. Prof. Bolin K. Konwar, former Vice
Chancellor, Nagaland University and a senior faculty
member of Dept. of Molecular Biology and Biotechnology,
Prof. Madhumita Barbora, a senior faculty member of Dept. of
Linguistics and Language Technology who superannuated after
attaining the prescribed age. Prof. Niranjan Karak, Department
of Chemical Sciences and a recipient of Visitor’s Award who
opted for voluntary retirement service.

Prof. Sambhu Nath Singh, Vice-Chancellor attended the
farewell event organised by the Tezpur University Teachers’
Association on October 07, 2023 and acknowledged the
contribution of these fine educators in shaping the academic
landscape of the institution. Appreciating their unwavering
commitment to the university's mission of academic excellence,
the Vice Chancellor remarked that, "The professor trio have not
only imparted knowledge but have also served as mentors and
role models to countless students and they will be missed on the
campus”.
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