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AC 401   B.R. Ambedkar and Constitution of India   
 
Course Objective 
 
This course aims to familiarize the students with the philosophy, sources and 

the historical development of the Indian Constitution. Further, it intends to 

deliberate information about the role of B. R. Ambedkar towards final draft of 

the Constitution in terms of his reflections on the key concepts such as Justice, 

Federal Structure, and Secularism. The course will also generate a dynamic 

discussion on the nature and representation in Indian Constitution. 

 

DETAILED SYLLABI 

Unit 1:  Constitution of India 

Philosophy and Sources of Indian Constitution 

Historical Development 

 

Unit 2: Role and Contribution of B.R. Ambedkar towards Constitution of India 

Drafting Committee  

Ambedkar’s Thoughts on Constitution and Constitutionalism – Issues on Justice, 

Federal Structure and Secularism 

 

Unit 3: Nature of Indian Constitution 

Concepts of Democracy, Socialism, Capitalism and Republic 

Inter-linkages of Legislature, Executive and Judiciary 

 

Unit 4 : Representation in Indian Constitution 

Ambedkar’s idea of Social Justice (Caste, Gender, Tribe, and Minorities) 

Political Representation and Social Reforms 



Textbook(s)  

 
- Bhatia, K. L. (1994). Dr. B. R. Ambedkar, Social Justice & Indian Constitution. 

Delhi: Deep & Deep Publications. 

- Jadhav, N. (2014). Ambedkar Writes. Vol. 1 & 2. New Delhi: Konark 
Publications. 
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- Ambedkar, B. R. (2005). Writings & Speeches. Vol. 13. Nagpur: Government 

of Maharashtra. 
- Ambedkar, B. R. (2013). Annihilation of Caste. New Delhi: Samyak 

Prakashan. 

- Appadorai, A., & Gwyer, Maurice L. (1957). Speeches and Documents on the 

Indian Constitution. Vol. 1 & 2. London: OUP. 

- Austin, Granville. (1999). The Indian Constitution: Cornerstone of a Nation. 

London: OUP. 

- Basu, D.D. (2013).  Introduction to the Constitution of India. New 

Delhi:  LexisNexis. 

- Bhargava, Rajeev. (Ed.). (2008). Politics & Ethics of Indian Constitution. New 

Delhi:  OUP. 

- Gore, M. S. (1993). The Social Context of an Ideology: Ambedkar’s Political 

and Social Thought. New Delhi: Sage Publications. 

- Hasan, Zoya. (Ed.). (2000). Politics & the State in India. New Delhi: Sage 

Publications. 

- Kohli, Atul. (1994). Centralization and Powerlessness: India’s Democracy in a 

Comprehensive Perspective. In Joe Midgal, Atul Kohli & Vivenne Shue (Eds.), 

State, Power & Social Forces. (pp. 89-107). Cambridge: CUP. 

- Kothari, Rajni. (2012). Politics in India. New Delhi: Orient Longman. 

- Rege, Sharmila. (2013). Against the Madness of Manu: B. R. Ambedkar’s 
Writings on Brahmanical Patriarchy. New Delhi: Navyana Publications. 

- Shastri, Sandeep; Yadav, Yogendra, & Suri, K. C. (2009). Electoral Politics in 
Indian States.  New Delhi: OUP. 

- Thorat, Sukhadeo & Kumar, Narender. (Eds.). (2008). B.R. Ambedkar: 
Perspectives on Social Exclusion and Inclusive Policy. New Delhi: OUP. 

- Vora, Rajendra & Palshikar, Suhas. (Eds.). (2004). Indian Democracy, 

Meanings & Practices. New Delhi: Sage Publications. 
 
Article(s) 
 

- Chakravarti, Uma. (1993). Conceptualising Brahmanical Patriarchy in Early 

India: Gender, Caste, Class and State. Economic and Political Weekly, 28(14), 

579-585. 

- Mukherjee, Arun P. (2009). B. R. Ambedkar, John Dewey, and the Meaning of 

Democracy. India and the West, 40(2), 345-370. 

- Raghavendra, R.H. (2016). Dr. B.R. Ambedkar’s Ideas on Social Justice in 

Indian Society. Contemporary Voice of Dalit, 8(1), 24-29. 


